
COLLEGE CENTRE 
PARKING WORRY 


FOOTBALL 

Wolves icon Roy 
dies at age of 86 

LEGENDARY Wolves centre forward Roy 
Swinbourne has died aged 86. 

The striker, whose goals led the club to 
their first title in the 1953-54 season and 
provided the catalyst for the famous vic¬ 
tory over Honved in 1954, died at a nursing 
home in Kidderminster on Sunday follow¬ 
ing a long battle with vascular dementia. 

In his career, he made 230 appearances 
for the club, scoring 114 goals between 
1945 and 1957. His wife of 62 years, Betty, 
83, said: “He was the most kind man you 
could ever think of.” 

• Tribute - see page 36 


Report by Clare Butler 


FEARS have been raised that 
a £12 million building at Dud¬ 
ley College will reduce town 
centre parking. 

The new Dudley Advance II will be 
built alongside the £9m Dudley Ad¬ 
vance building that was opened ear¬ 
lier in the year. 

The new 37,000 sq ft building will include 
workshops, classrooms, project spaces and sup¬ 
port facilities around a four-storey hub called 
The Hanger. 

But it is to be built on the temporary car park 
on Priory Road and councillors have raised con¬ 
cerns about the loss of 77 car parking spaces, 
predominately used by Dudley Council employ¬ 
ees. The car park currently has 126 spaces, 
with 49 spaces intended to be put back for stu¬ 
dents and college staff. 

Councillor Asif Ahmed, although supporting 
the college plans, said the building would play 
a ‘major role’ in the lack of parking in the area. 

He said: “I use to go to Dudley College myself 
and I want it to get bigger and better. However, 
being built on the car park will play a major 
role in the lack of car parking in the town. The 
question is where will the people who currently 
park their cars there go? 

Developed 

“Although I am not against the application 
itself, I think there should be a plea to the col¬ 
lege to think about a provision for the car park¬ 
ing that will be taken away.” 

Planning officials said that the car park, 
which has been ‘temporary’ for more than 10 
years, was always intended as a site to be de¬ 
veloped. 

Ian Hunt, senior project engineer, said: 
“One hundred and twenty cars will have to 
find somewhere else to go. But Wolverhampton 
Street and Stafford Street parking is in walking 
distance and in the town centre there is plenty 
of room.” 

Planning documents say that the new centre 
will be a ‘landmark for Dudley and its future 
regeneration’. 

Councillor Keiran Casey, vice-chairman of 
the development control committee, said the 
building would provide ‘an improvement to the 
town centre and education’. He added: “While 
the loss of car parking is arguable, there are 
other places to park in the town centre, and 
this centre will be an improvement.” 

Lowell Williams, Dudley College Principal, 
added: “This is another landmark development 
for the both the college and Dudley itself.” 

The site of Dudley College’s Mons Hill cam¬ 
pus, in Wrens Hill Road, has been put up for 
sale. The site, some of which is still being used 
by students, will be making way for housing. 

Construction work has already begun on site 
with the college to move out of the remaining 
part of the site during the middle of 2016. A 
developer is being sought for another 37 homes. 


SUMMERS’ CALENDAR WILL PILE ON POUNDS 



Calendar girls - those taking part include Kay Bowen, Louise Peck and Sarah Westwood 

THEY collectively lost more than 20 stone be- where they will place the new defibrillator, graphic Services provided the photo shoot 
tween them - now they are baring all to raise but have said it will be local. free of charge while ALK Print provided the 

money for a life-saving piece of kit. Ms Bowen, from Sedgley, said: “This cal- photographs. 

The women, who lost the pounds taking on endar has been created by a team of Cam- Sarah Westwood, from Bushbury organised 
the Cambridge Weight Plan, stripped off for a bridge consultants and clients based in the the fundraiser alongside Ms Bowen, 
naked calendar which is now on sale. West Midlands with photographs of success- She said: “Myself and Kay who are the 

Louise Peck, Kay Bowen, Nicky Evans, ful slimmers who have collectively lost more organisers are based in Wolverhampton and 
Karen Freeman, Tanya Mercer, Brigitte than 20 stone.” Sedgley. 

Rafferty, Kerry Salmon, Nicky Colyer, Tif- With the shoot and calendar for charity, “We haven’t decided on a location for the 
fany Johnson and organiser Sarah Westwood the group had to get as much of it done for as equipment as of yet but it will definitely be 
hope to raise £2,000 for a new automated ex- little as possible. within the local area.” 

ternal defibrillator. The women are unsure Wolverhampton-based Dark Lens Photo- To buy a calendar call 01536 403344. 


ACCIDENT 

Passengers hurt as 
car skids into bus 

TWO people were taken to hospital 
after a car skidded into the side of a 
bus on a Stourbridge traffic island. 

Emergency services were called to 
the roundabout at Chawn Hill at about 
3.45pm on Sunday. 

A blue Citroen Saxo car slid into a 
single-decker Travel West Midlands 
bus causing minor injuries to passen¬ 
gers in both vehicles. Stourbridge fire 
crew commander Ian Wright said two 
people were taken to Russells Hall 
Hospital for a check up. 


CRIME 

Yobs wrecked Age 
Concern’s minibus 

CHARITY bosses are calling for the public 
to help track vandals who stole their min¬ 
ibus and left it so badly damaged it can’t 
be driven. 

The white Iveco minibus with tail lift was 
taken from outside Age Concern’s day 
centre in Green Lane, Halesowen. When 
recovered it was so badly damaged the 
charity are not sure if it can be used again. 

Ken Turner, chairman of the charity, 
said: “These callous thieves need to be 
caught and punished.” 

He added: “We have made alternative 
arrangements to get the clients to where 
they need to be.” 
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Hit and run driver is facing jail sentence 


A MOTORIST who killed a man as he was cross¬ 
ing the road was travelling at more than 20mph 
over the speed limit, police have revealed. 

The findings came on the day 31-year-old Stour¬ 
bridge man Omar Tariq pleaded guilty to causing 
death by dangerous driving. 

Victim Peter Price, aged 39, from Quinton, was 
killed when he was hit by a white Mercedes E250 
driven by Tariq in November last year. 

At Wolverhampton Crown Court last week 
Tariq, 31, from Denton Road, Stourbridge, was 
told to prepare for a custodial sentence by Judge 
Kristina Montgomery QC. 

He pleaded guilty to causing the death of Mr 


Price by dangerous driving in the crash on No¬ 
vember 29 last year in Hagley Road West, Quin¬ 
ton, and also admitted driving without insurance. 

After the hearing West Midlands Police said a 
black box fitted to the Mercedes revealed the car 
had been travelling at no less than 61mph when 
it struck Mr Price - even though the limit on the 
road was 40mph. 

After ploughing into Mr Price, Tariq drove a 
further third of a mile before pulling on to Birch 
Lane and calling the police. 

Tariq had not been permitted nor insured to 
drive the car which was a courtesy car loaned to 
his 23-year-old girlfriend, from Stourbridge. 


Judge Montgomery told Tariq: “You should 
leave this court under no illusions, you will receive 
a sentence of immediate custody” 

Tariq, who was conditionally bailed, will be sen¬ 
tenced on January 25. 

His girlfriend, Parvinder Ubhi, 23, a health and 
safety officer, of Jardine Close, Stourbridge, was 
charged with permitting use of the vehicle without 
valid insurance and obstructing police by falsely 
claiming she was driving. She pleaded guilty to 
both offences at an earlier magistrates’ hearing 
and received a 12-month community order with 
150 hours unpaid work, 12 months supervision 
and was disqualified from driving for one year. 


Just two-and-a-half 
years for knife attack 


A 15-year-old who stabbed a 
man six times after an argument 
on a bus has been locked up for 
just two-and-a-half years. 

The youth, from Dudley, exchanged 
words with 29-year-old Carl Chamber- 
lain aboard the Number 1 bus in Bur¬ 
ton Road earlier this year. 

The confrontation escalated after the 
teenager punched Mr Chamberlain’s part¬ 
ner, Jaimie Fereday. In the ensuing fight, 
the teenager, then 14, stabbed Mr Cham¬ 
berlain six times using a knife he claims 
he picked up off the floor, leaving him with 
two collapsed lungs. 

At Wolverhampton Crown Court last 
week the boy - who cannot be named for 
legal reasons - was sentenced to two and 
a half years in custody having admitted 
wounding with intent. 

Prosecuting, Mr Howard Searle, said it 
was around 9pm on January 2 when Mr 
Chamberlain and Miss Fereday boarded 
the bus and sat opposite the youth. The 
dispute started after Mr Chamberlain ac¬ 
cused the boy of making remarks about his 
partner. Another passenger was able to get 
between the two, preventing a physical al¬ 
tercation, and the teenager used his phone 
to call relatives and asked to be picked up. 

Blade 

Mr Searle said Miss Fereday got off the 
bus and was punched by the teenager. In 
the resulting struggle Mr Chamberlain was 
stabbed six times with the blade penetrat¬ 
ing up to five centimetres deep. 

The boy was driven away by a relative 
but Miss Fereday was able to take down the 
car’s registration. The youth was initially 
charged with attempted murder. After the 
charge was changed to wounding with in¬ 
tent he entered a guilty plea on the basis 
he did not bring the knife but found it on 
the bus. 

Defending, Mr Gurdeep Garcha, said: 
“This young man was not looking for trou¬ 
ble. He did not take the knife to the scene.” 

The court heard the teenager has already 
served the equivalent 12 months having 
spent nearly four months in a secure unit 
and 253 days subject to curfew. 

Judge Michael Challinor said: “The vic¬ 
tim could have lost his life.” 

The youth received no separate penalty 
for the assault against Miss Fereday. 



Sea lion Tania with senior keeper Jodie Dryden, of Wolverhampton, at Dudley Zoo 


ANIMAL lovers can get even closer 
to Dudley Zoo’s newest arrivals as 
visitors will be allowed rare access 
to the sea lion enclosure to feed 
them. 

The Close Encounter event will 
allow people to walk up to the zoo’s 
five sea lions with a bucket of fish 
and feed the 40-stone creatures 
their favourite food. 

The offer has been launched 
after the zoo boosted its number 
of sea lions during the year and 
is available for £95 for two peo¬ 


ple. The feeding experience lasts 
around half an hour. Four new ar¬ 
rivals joined during 2015 to provide 
27-year-old female Cleo with some 
much-needed company. 

At the end of March, 18-year-old 
female Deisy - the first foreign ani¬ 
mal to be transferred to the zoo via 
the Channel Tunnel - arrived from 
the south of France. 

Just a few days later, 14-year-old 
male Oba joined from the French 
Riviera. Then in October, two 
more females Marina, aged 19, 


and 18-year-old Tania translocated 
from Toulouse. Now visitors will be 
able to step into the enclosure with 
the clever creatures, who are able 
to‘talk’, wave and nod their heads 
on command. 

They have already become popu¬ 
lar additions since their arrival at 
the Castle Hill attraction. 

Marketing manager Andrea 
Hales said: “People taking part 
will learn lots about these interest¬ 
ing animals and get to feed them a 
bucket of fish.” 


Green light 
for scheme 
to construct 
900 homes 

PLANS to build more than 900 homes 
on disused industrial land in Coseley 
have been approved by Dudley Council. 

It means all the existing buildings on 
the 66-acre Coseley Park site would be 
demolished, other than the former Bean 
Motor car offices - making way for 925 
homes and a 30,000 sq ft supermarket 
on the site in Sedgley Road West. 

A new signalised junction will be put 
on Birmingham New Road to allow 
homeowners access. Two new sports 
pitches and a public amenity space and 
play area would also be added. 

Councillor Andrea Goddard said: “I 
think it is fantastic for the local area and 
Dudley as a whole.” 

Councillor John Martin said: “It is a 
much-needed site, especially when we 
have a shortage of affordable housing.” 

In the future the land could provide a 
footbridge over the canal. 

The site is made up of the Newey Busi¬ 
ness Park, Bean Road Industrial Estate 
and Wellington Industrial Estate. 

Plans were initially lodged for an eco- 
park on the site in 2011 and included 
200 homes, commercial and retail space. 
Planning permission was granted in 
2012, but the scheme stalled after the 
development partner ran into commer¬ 
cial difficulties. It was subsequently 
shortlisted as one of the UK’s first Hous¬ 
ing Zones Skelton Group. 

Councillor Keiran Casey, Develop¬ 
ment Control Committee vice-chairman, 
said: “This is about bringing affordable 
housing to the area, which will help in¬ 
dustry too.” 

Delays loom with 
£500k roadworks 

MOTORISTS are being warned to ex¬ 
pect delays as a £500,000 scheme to 
improve bus services and ease traffic 
jams around Merry Hill shopping centre 
starts in the new year. 

The five-month project includes traffic 
light improvements and upgrades to bus 
shelters with the latest digital passenger 
information. Dudley Council will also be 
carrying out a major resurfacing pro¬ 
gramme at the same time. 

Work will begin in High Street and 
Coppice Lane, Quarry Bank, on January 
11 and be completed in June. Officials 
say it will improve journey times for 
those travelling to and from Merry Hill, 
Brierley Hill and the Waterfront. 

Road resurfacing of the A4036 junc¬ 
tion with The Boulevard and Coppice 
Lane starts on February 15. 

Brewery's ale trail 
with shirt reward 

A BLACK Country brewery is running 
its fifth real ale trail. People who visit 
the 20 Black Country Ales’ pubs to do 
the trail will get a free polo shirt. Col¬ 
lectors’ cards are available and need to 
be stamped at each pub between from 
January 1 and the end of March. 



EM 2016 OVER 50’S 
LIST AVAILABLE 


Private Hire • Tours • Group Travel 


WINTER WARMER LLANDUDNO 

Mon 1st Feb to Fri 5th Feb 
5 days half board 
CHATSW0RTH HOUSE HOTEL 
£145.00 per person 

SPRING DREAK BOURNEMOUTH 

Mon 29th Feb to Fri 4th March 
5 days half board 
THE SUNCLIFFE HOTEL 
£170.00 per person 

SUMMER HOLIDAY SCARBOROUGH 

Friday 10th June to Friday 17th June 
8 days half board 
THE RED LEA HOTEL 
£399.00 per person 


SUMMER HOLIDAY ISLE OF WIGHT 

Mon 18th July to Fri 22nd July 

5 days half board 
HOTEL MARIA 

SAND0WN 
£239.00 per person 

LATE SUMMER HOLIDAY 
GREAT YARMOUTH 

Mon 5th Sept to Sat 10th Sept 

6 days half board 
THE HOTEL VICTORIA 

£270 per person 


twokstravel@hotmail.com 
Pick up times vary Ask when booking 
12, Louise Street, Boreal Wood, Dudley 01902 670387 


KINGSWINFORD _ eS b 

ORANGERIES & EXTENSIONS LTD 


All types of building work undertaken 

• ORANGERIES • EXTENTIONS • REFURBISHMENTS 

• CONSERVATORIES • KITCHENS • NEW BUILDS 


• RENOVATIONS 


• BATHROOMS 


18 YEARS > 

.EXPERIENCE ) 


For a FREE quote or Advive please call Stuart Porter 


07968 951733 c 
01384 620099 


OFFER 



This Orangerie £12,995 


Offer includes 

• Electrics 

• Plastering 

• One Electric Heater 


www.kingswinfordorangeriesandextentions.co.uk 


Broken Dentures? 

1 hour I 

The Dental Shop 

denture j 

W Emergency Denture 

repair 1 

Repairs 

service J 

J Daytime 01384 413444 

Est. 1981 f 

Out of hours 07701 067261 

| 201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, B64 6HE | 



For full sympathetic 
& professional footcare 

Mary Iw 

MSSCh, MBChA. H.KC. Reg 




■fi-Zee Fix™ 

DOUBLE GLAZING INST ALLA TIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 
70mm Internally Glazed High Security Frames 

❖ 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units ♦♦♦ Document L Compliant 
•I* Shoot Bolt Locking ♦♦♦ Sight Line Glazing 

❖ Secured By Design PAS02 3 / PAS024 



Repairs and Upgrades Letter 
Insurance Work Sticking Doors 

Failed Units Handles and 

Broken Locks Mechanisms 

Door Panels 



ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 

IFENSA1 
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Campaigners win battle to rescue church 


Funding is 
needed for 
park work 
to go ahead 

A CRADLEY park faces a revamp 
with refurbished changing rooms, a 
new floodlit games area and car park. 

Dudley Council planners approved 
the plans for Homer Hill Recreation 
Ground, in Homer Hill Road. 

However, Councillor Richard Body 
says a funding grant of up to £500,000 
will be needed to enable the work to 
be carried out. A £250,000 grant was 
secured in 2009 to build new changing 
rooms - but it wasn’t enough. 

Councillor Body, chairman of the 
friends of the park group, said: “The 
money from 2009 was great but it was 
not enough. We are hopeful that the 
grant put forward from The Football 
Trust will be secured in the new year. 

“It will cost around £360,000 to 
build new changing rooms and imple¬ 
ment extra parking. 

“We have a number of football 
teams that use the site and the cur¬ 
rent temporary changing rooms are 
just not up to scratch.” 

The site currently has a pavilion, 
play area and basketball courts which 
planning documents say ‘are in a poor 
state of repair’. 

Under new plans the site will see 
upgraded sporting facilities, including 
the refurbishment of the current pa¬ 
vilion into new changing rooms. 

The floodlit multi-use games area 
will have perimeter fencing and be sit¬ 
uated near the additional car parking 
that can be assessed via Homer Hill 
Road. The grant will be put in this 
month with hopes of it being approved 
by March and work completed by the 
end of 2016. 

Motorcyclist dies 
in road accident 

A MOTORCYCLIST has died after 
being involved in a crash with two 
cars in Rowley Regis. 

The crash happened at about 5pm 
on Monday in Oldbury Road. 

West Midlands Ambulance Service 
spokesman Murray McGergor said: 
“A paramedic and the CARE Team, 
which includes a pre-hospital doctor, 
arrived on scene in under six minutes 
of the call. They found the rider was 
in cardiac arrest and immediately 
started resuscitation. 

“They carried out advanced life 
support but sadly, despite their best 
efforts, it was not possible to save 
him and he was confirmed dead at the 
scene. 

“No-one in either of the cars was 
injured.” 

Eight houses are 
given approval 

COUNCILLORS have approved plans 
for eight homes on Stourbridge Road, 
Dudley. The houses will be built by 
KP Property Developments beside 
the stretch of dual carriageway close 
to Scotts Green Island. 



19th century St John’s Church in Dudley 


CAMPAIGNERS have won their 
eight-year battle to take over a land¬ 
mark Dudley church so they can re¬ 
open it to the public. 

St John’s Church Preservation 
Group has now agreed a lease for the 
listed building in Kates Hill. 

The church shut in 2002 due to 
safety concerns and for the past eight 
and a half years volunteers have been 
raising funds to protect the site with 
the aim of it again being used by the 
community. 

Recent surveys have shown the 
nave and chancel at the church, 


which opened in 1840, are structur¬ 
ally sound. 

For the past year, the preservation 
group has been in talks with the Di¬ 
ocese of Worcester and the Church 
Commissioners to lease the building 
so they can begin restoration work. 
The arrangements have now been fi¬ 
nalised and the lease will be signed in 
the coming weeks. 

The group anticipates spending 
around £150,000 on basic restoration 
work and plans to launch funding ap¬ 
peals now the lease is finalised. 

Chairman Deb Brownlee said: 


“We’re now just waiting for a lease 
signing and key handover date, and 
we aim to invite the public and sup¬ 
porters to come and watch the hand¬ 
over. People have supported and 
helped us for so long, they deserve to 
see for themselves for the final out¬ 
come of nearly nine years hard slog.” 

Group patron Professor Carl Chinn 
said: “What a credit this is to St 
John’s Church Preservation Group 
and their supporters from the Black 
Country and beyond. Very soon a 
great community project can finally 
begin.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Old wine bar will 
become restaurant 

A SHOP which was previously a wine 
bar will be turned into a restaurant 
after Dudley Council’s Development 
Control Committee approved plans. 

The shop conversion in High Street, 
Quarry Bank, has been refused more 
than twice before, due to concerns of 
cooking odours and noise disturbance. 
This time highways agents and Envi¬ 
ronmental Health and Trading Stand¬ 
ards officers raised no objections. 

The restaurant will seat around 40 
people and is proposed to be open be¬ 
tween 5pm and 11pm Monday to Sun¬ 
day, including public holidays. 

Drivers escape 
serious injuries 

DRIVERS of a BMW and a Porsche 
911 escaped serious injury in a smash 
which left the BMW in a hedge and 
the 911 with substantial damage. 

The crash at the junction of the 
A449 and Doctors Lane in Kingswin- 
ford happened at about 2.50pm on 
Monday. 

Ambulance service spokesman Mur¬ 
ray MacGregor said: “The 29-year-old 
BMW driver was shaken but other¬ 
wise unhurt. The 35-year-old Porsche 
driver had a burn to his right forearm 
but didn’t want to go to hospital to 
have it assessed further.” 

Sign up for new 
craft workshops 

A NEW programme of craft work¬ 
shops is taking place at Artspace Dud¬ 
ley. People can make screen printed 
bags on January 7 and have a go at 
creative crafts on January 8. 

There will be the chance to make 
winter floral arrangements on Janu¬ 
ary 14 and celebration cards on Jan¬ 
uary 15. 

All sessions cost £4 and run from 
10.30am to 12,30pm. To book a work¬ 
shop, call 07825 194160, or email.art- 
spacedudley @ live .co.uk 

Dental surgery makes 
way for seven homes 

A DENTIST’S surgery in Netherton 
will be demolished and replaced with 
homes. 

Council planners have given the 
green light for five apartments and 
two bungalows to be built on the site 
of Bhandal Dental Practice in Marri¬ 
ott Road. 

A previous demolition bid was 
thrown out over concerns a distinc¬ 
tive building would be lost but plan¬ 
ning officers said the building had ‘low 
significance’. 

Bird trapped in tree 

A BIRD of prey trapped in a tree in 
Lower Gornal managed to free itself 
and fly away. A fire crew was called 
by the RSPCA to Summergate at 
11am on Tuesday, December 22 and 
planned to use an aerial platform to 
free it, but the buzzard untangled it¬ 
self in the high winds. 


Legion d'Honneur is 
awarded to veterans 



THEY arrived with thousands of their 
comrades on the beaches of Norman¬ 
dy 71 years ago to complete one of the 
most remarkable feats in wartime his¬ 
tory. 

The D-Day landings started on June 6, 
1944, and saw the Allied Forces carry out the 
largest ever seaborne invasion. 

Now servicemen from the Black Country who 
were there on that day have been awarded with the 
Legion d’Honneur, the highest decoration awarded 
in France. 

French President Francois Hollande decided last 
year, during the 70th anniversary of the landings, 
the country needed to do more to thank those who 
had fought so bravely to help free the country from 
Nazi control. 

Jack Hill, 92, from Quarry Bank, and Dennis 
Nightingale, 91, from Perton, both received their 
medals from Robert Mille, an Honorary consul 
based in Birmingham. 

The ceremony, which also honoured Alf Dim- 
mock, 90, from Quarry Bank, who is yet to receive 
his medal, was held in Christ Church, Quarry 
Bank. 

Mr Hill, who served with Navy’s British Yard 
Mine Sweepers, said: “I was with the inshore 
mine-sweepers but I never actually landed on the 
beaches. 

Thousands 

“We had a three-inch gun at the front and can¬ 
nons on port and starboard, but we were under 
strict instructions not to fire them unless abso¬ 
lutely necessary. 

“We kept watch along the coast just up from 
Gold Beach. We left from the Isle of Wight and 
there were thousands of vessels and boats. It was 
quite a sight. 

“My wife was actually secretary for the Royal 
Engineers at the time and was waving off the boats 
but I didn’t know her then, which was quite a co¬ 
incidence.” 

Mr Hill said he only joined the Royal Navy in 
1943 because he had previously been working in 
a reserved occupation, which had kept him out of 
the forces. 

“I ended up based in Malta from most of the war 
and my younger brother, Frank, joined me too,” 
he said. 

“I’ll never forget when the war was over and the 
first thing we saw was Ireland. It really is an em¬ 
erald island when you see it from a boat and that 
vision has always stuck in my head.” 


Mr Nightingale was the veteran who first made 
contact Mr Mille to get the medals presented on 
December 18. 

He also served with the mine-sweepers and was 
one of the first to land on the beaches. “We arrived 
at 3am but it was by mistake really because we 
were grounded,” he said. “We had to shut the ship 
down and remain in complete silence, hoping no 
one would spot us. 

“I worked as a mine-sweeper and it was our job 
to go out in a wooden boat and use electro-mag¬ 
netism to blow up the mines. We blew 23 up in one 
day.” 

Alf Dimmock, 90, from Quarry Bank, was with 
The Desert Rats and was aged just 18 when he 
landed in Normandy. 


“I was a private and I remember everything 
being very quiet at first,” he said. “ I was there for 
six days before I was shot in the wrist. The bullet 
went straight through and I was sent home.” 

Mr Mille, who presented the medals, said after 
the 70th anniversary of the D-Day landings it was 
decided in France that more had to be done to re¬ 
member the heroes. 

“All they ever say is they did their duty but the 
French President decided that, as a country, we 
needed to do more than just say thank you,” he 
explained. 

The Reverend David Hoskins, rector of the Brier- 
ley Hill team, who led the service, said it had been 
an honour to be part of the event. 
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Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 


3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

to £4500 


NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

to £649 


I FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust I 


MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 

www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


NO GIMICS JUST HONEST PRICES AND SERVICE 


Queen Bli nds 


Vertical Blinds _ Roller Blinds 

3 for £79 3 for £119 

Up to 72” x 72" _ 60” x 60” 


Mix & Match Vertical 
Blinds Or Roller 

3 for £100 

72" x 72” 

We provide Venetian, Roman, Roller, Vertic al, Velux, Pleated 

^MEASURING 

FITTING 


Full 

Conservatory 
Blinds Fitted 

£189 


Vertical 


Supplied & Fitted within 5 days 
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 8.30AM TIUrlRM Jr I 



01384 686970 

07707 435964 www.queenblinds.co.uk 


FREEPHONE 

0800 907 8631 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER \ Wk 
RHODES 

THE art of successful public relations is 
to choose your figures wisely. For exam¬ 
ple, it is reported that nine out often hospi¬ 
tals are short of nurses. This is bad news, 
but only because the unit of measurement 
is individual nurses. A smart PR operator, 
noting the size of so many NHS employ¬ 
ees, would point out that the total national 
weight of nurses is actually rising and the 
tonnage-per-patient ratio has never been 
higher. Another success story. More choc¬ 
olates, sister? 


I WROTE last week about how moon 
landings were routine in the 20th century. 
A reader reminds me that on one Apollo 
mission in 1971, having run out of sensible 
things to do on the moon, astronaut Alan 
Shepard smuggled his golf kit on the mis¬ 
sion and drove a golf ball, as he put it, “for 
miles and miles and miles.” May the “fore!” 
be with you. 

WE Brits are a bit shy about our na¬ 
tional identity. We don’t put our nation’s 
name on postage stamps. We don’t know 
all the words to our national anthem. And 
we certainly don’t have a national dress. 
Or so I thought until Miss Great Britain, 
confusingly called Nena France, popped 
up at the Miss Universe contest in Las Ve¬ 
gas wearing what we are assured is British 
national dress. It consists of a bejewelled 
red, white and blue basque, fishnet tights, 
thonged sandals and enormous showgirl 
feathers towering over one’s head. I’ve or¬ 
dered mine already. 


HERE’S a lovely Xmas present for Prince 
Charles and his wife, a full-page feature in 
the Daily Mail 
headlined: “We 
could do a 
lot worse that 
Camilla as our 
Gueen.” And 
in the Sunday 
Times, another 
headline: “Ad¬ 
mit it: We’ve 
come to love 
Camilla.” Expect more of the 
same. It is part of the softening-up process 
to persuade the nation, after the Oueen’s 
death, to accept Camilla not as queen 
consort, as the Palace has always prom¬ 
ised, but as Gueen Camilla. 



THE truth is that the queen-consort 
ruse was nothing more than a temporary 
measure to placate the Diana fan club. I 
bet Camilla’s queenly crown has already 
been ordered. 


NEW research suggests there was some 
truth in that old British marching song, 
to the tune of Colonel Bogey. Records 
from before the war reveal that Hitler had 
one undescended testicle. Then what of 
Himmler? Was he, as the same song sug¬ 
gests, very similar? And was Goebbels en¬ 
tirely lacking? 

I RECENTLY suggested that in the first 
Star Wars movie, C3PO delivered Princess 
Leia’s message. It was, of course, R2D2. 
Apologising to robots; has it come to this? 


Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


Courier jailed after cocaine found in car 


A DRUGS courier from Dudley has 
been locked up for four years after 
£100,000 worth of cocaine was found 
in his car. 

Gaganveer Bahia, 24, had almost 
a kilogram of the class A drug in a 
Volkswagen Golf he was driving 
through Cumbria on November 26. 
At Carlisle Crown Court last week 
he pleaded guilty to possession with 
intent to supply. Bahia, of Hillman 


Drive, received a four-year jail sen¬ 
tence from Recorder Kevin Grice. 

Bahia was stopped by police on 
the motorway near Carlisle. “They 
spoke to the defendant, who gave a 
false name and also gave a false date 
of birth,” said Mr Gerard Rogerson, 
prosecuting. 

An officer detected a strong smell 
of cannabis. Bahia said that was be¬ 
cause a relative had smoked a joint 


earlier in the day. Officers located 
979g of ‘white powder’ in a passen¬ 
ger footwell. This was found to be 
cocaine with a purity of 57 per cent. 
A provisional estimate of the drug 
value was said to be almost £100,000. 

Because of the high purity level, 
the cocaine could have been ‘bulked 
out’ before being distributed in in¬ 
dividual street deals, increasing its 
value ‘probably to a factor of three’. 


Mr Baz Bhatia, defending, said 
Bahia had pleaded guilty on the 
basis that he was a courier and got 
involved after he found himself in fi¬ 
nancial difficulties. 

Recorder Grice accepted that 
Bahia was an intelligent young man 
and was sorry for what he had done. 
But said: “You knew what you were 
getting yourself into. You must pay 
the price for it.” 


Thief stole memories 
of my dead husband 


By Richard Guttridge 

A GRIEVING widow has 
spoken of her pain after her 
home was burgled as she 
sat at her dying husband’s 
bedside. 

The 63-year-old - heartbroken 
after just losing the man she loved 
- arrived back home to find it had 
been ransacked by callous burglars. 
She had spent the day at Dudley’s 
Russells Hall Hospital so she could 
be with her husband during his final 
hours. 

At the same time, thieves were 
breaking into her home. 

An iPad, a digital camera, and an 
iPhone, which contained priceless 
photos of the couple together, were 
all stolen as well as jewellery and 
hundreds of pound in cash which 
were intended to be Christmas pre¬ 
sents for the family. 

Police have launched an investi¬ 
gation and released CCTV images of 
a young man and a white van. 

The woman, who lives in Oldwins- 
ford and wishes to remain anony¬ 
mous, said: “My husband died at 
7.30pm. 

Disbelief 

“I was going to stay the night but 
at about 2am I said I wanted to go 
home. I got back at 2.15am, opened 
the door and it was just upside 
down. I was completely on my own. 

“The police said they took their 
time, they gained entry through the 
back door. They were pretty thor¬ 
ough.” 

She said she was in disbelief fol¬ 
lowing a tumultuous few hours in 
which her world was turned upside 
down. 

The widow has appealed to the 
thieves to return the sentimental 
items. 

“I’ve lost my husband and now 
I’ve lost part of us in memories,” 
she said. 

The couple had been married for 
seven years and the victim’s hus¬ 
band died following a battle with 
cancer. 

Police are appealing for anyone 
with information to call them on 
101 . 


Tammi has her 14in-locks lopped off 



Tammi Alloway-Jones, of Cradley Heath, loses her locks for 

A SEVEN-year-old Kingswinford schoolgirl had a whop¬ 
ping 14 inches of her hair cut to donate to a cancer char¬ 
ity which provides wigs to children. 

Tammi Alloway-Jones first thought of the idea back in 
September with her aunt, Faye Alloway, 28, and mother 
Claire, 35. She thought because her hair was so long, 
rather than just have it cut off, it could be donated to 
a good cause. 

Hairdresser Faye cut the hair of Tammi, who goes 
to Crestwood Park School,at Unique Hair Designs and 
Beauty in Turners Lane, Brierley Hill. She is giving the 
hair to The Little Princess Trust, which provides wigs 
for children having cancer treatment. 

Mother Claire said: “I think it’s a fantastic thing what 


a good cause at Unique Hair Design & Beauty in Brierley Hill 

Tammi has done and I couldn’t be any prouder of her. 
She was more excited rather than nervous and loved all 
the pictures being taken. She really couldn’t have been 
any more at ease. 

“She was only meant to have 10 inches cut off but 
ended up having 14, but she didn’t mind. Little Prin¬ 
cess Trust is an incredible charity which helps so many 
kids going through such a terrible time. Tammi had her 
heart set on giving the hair to them. We posted it off 
and she’ll be receiving a certificate from them thanking 
her for her efforts. She loves her new hair and keeps 
wanting to have a different style to go to school with.” 

To donate to Tammi’s fundraising visit mydonate. 
bt. com/fundraisers/tammiallowayj ones 


One in three 
drinkers still 
over limit in 
the morning 

ALMOST one in three people in the 
West Midlands have admitted to 
driving the morning after when they 
believed they may still be over the 
drink-drive limit from the night be¬ 
fore, according to a new study. 

The research, commissioned by 
Honda (UK) and AlcoSense Personal 
Breathalysers, investigated attitudes 
towards drinking and driving over the 
festive period. 

It found more than one-in-five 
Christmas party-goers in the West 
Midlands predict that they will have 
six or more alcoholic drinks - with a 
third of this group planning on knock¬ 
ing back eight or more, putting them 
at real risk of being over the limit the 
following day. 

It also found that more than two- 
thirds of those within the region in¬ 
tend to ‘pre-load’ with one or more 
drinks before arriving at the party. 

Furthermore, despite being the 
most aware of the morning after 
drink-drive risk, the 25-34 year old 
age group - nationwide - are most 
likely to get behind the wheel before 
9am the following day. 

More than one in five admitted that 
they would do so, even if they sus¬ 
pected they were over the drink-drive 
limit. 

The research was commissioned by 
Honda (UK) and AlcoSense Personal 
Breathalysers. Philip Crossman, man¬ 
aging director of Honda (UK) said: 
“We simply want people to be safe on 
the roads as many just don’t consider 
the effects of alcohol still in their sys¬ 
tem the morning after.” 

Experts hopeful 
on theatre future 

EXPERTS were hoping to add weight 
to a business plan to save Dudley Hip¬ 
podrome before its New Year’s Eve 
deadline. 

Members of the friends of Dudley 
Hippodrome formed with other en¬ 
thusiasts and industry experts to cre¬ 
ate a new steering group. 

They believe they were able to 
add weight and detail to the friends’ 
group’s business plan which was dis¬ 
missed by Dudley Council bosses. 

Steering group chairman Dave 
Mundon works in the hospitality in¬ 
dustry and owns a cafe at The Wa¬ 
terfront, in Brierley Hill.He says the 
group was working to have a revised 
proposal with the council before the 
cut-off point. 

Members are hopeful of creating a 
full detailed plan in the new year. 

History of castle is 
given at library talk 

HISTORIAN Max Keen is giving a 
talk on the history of Dudley Castle 
next week. 

He will be at Kingswinford Library 
in Market Street on Tuesday, Jan¬ 
uary 5. The hour-long talk starts at 
5.30pm. Admission is £3. 
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Rotary club 
round off a 
great year of 
fundraising 

MORE than £16,000 has been raised 
by generous fundraisers towards a 
village rotary club’s charitable caus¬ 
es. 

Fun runs, quizzes and Santa sleigh 
tours were held to help raise money 
across Kinver, Enville and surround¬ 
ing areas. 

Kinver Rotary Club has led the 
fundraising efforts over the past three 
months. Members, led by Kinver Ro¬ 
tary President Roy Sanders, took 
their annual Santa sleigh around to 
meet residents in the villages over the 
festive season. 

The visits raised £6,400 and also 
stopped off at the Mary Stevens 
Hospice Santa Jog, Prestwood Care 
Home, Kingswinford shopping centre, 
the Aldi store in Wollaston, and The 
Ridge School, in Wollaston, St. John’s 
Primary School, in Swindon, Brierley 
Hill Primary School and Goldthorn 
Park Primary School in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. 

This was combined with cash 
raised at events including the newly 
renamed Two Villages Run this au¬ 
tumn. 

The event attracted more than 250 
runners with cash raised from the 
race totalling a record £4,500, which 
went to Dudley-based charity Action 
Heart. 

Rotary club members and friends 
also dug deep to spend £2,100 on 
items donated to the club’s charity 
auction and in November 160 people 
took part in the Children in Need quiz 
hosted by Strictly Come Dancing an¬ 
nouncer Alan Dedicoat raising £2,906. 


Heritage building 
to be demolished 

AN HISTORIC building in Dudley 
will be flattened to make way for sev¬ 
en new homes. 

Planners approved a scheme that 
will see a ‘distinctive’ 1930s structure, 
which currently houses a dental sur¬ 
gery, being demolished. 

The building in Marriott Road, 
Netherton will be replaced with five 
apartments and two bungalows after 
plans were given the green light by 
Dudley Council with 16 conditions 
applied. 

A report to the planners stated: 
“Whilst the development would re¬ 
sult in the loss of a heritage asset the 
building is of low significance from a 
historic and architectural perspective 
and the site has little archaeological 
potential.” 

Former depot site 
being developed 

PLANS have been lodged for 12 
homes on the site former council 
maintenance depot in Dudley. 

R A Investments Ltd has submitted 
proposals for land off Meadow Road to 
Dudley Council. 


Thug hurled bottle at his ex-partner 


A THUG showed his ‘true colours’ when he threw 
a glass bottle at his ex-partner while breaching a 
restraining order by seeing her, a court heard. 

Michael O’Sullivan also bit Stacey Broadhouse’s 
phone and threw it at a wall before taking £40 from 
a savings jar and fleeing police. 

At Wolverhampton Crown Court, the 25-year-old, 
who left Miss Broadhouse with a one centimetre cut 
on her head, was jailed for three years. 

O’Sullivan, of no fixed address, pleaded guilty to 
actual bodily harm, breach of a restraining order, 
criminal damage and theft. 

Prosecutor Phillip Brunt told the court that the 
pair had a two-year-old son, and O’Sullivan had 
been jailed for 18 months in 2013 for another of¬ 


fence against Miss Broadhouse, who lived in Dudley. 

He said: “On October 9 this year, he went to her 
home and asked to speak to her. She allowed him 
into the house and they were talking. 

“They were drinking a bottle of WKD, but they 
started to argue. He was pushing her around and 
throwing her, and when she screamed he told her 
to shut up. 

“He then threw an empty bottle at her which hit 
her on the side of the face. Then he took her phone, 
he bit it and then threw it against a wall. She then 
ran out of the house, banged on a neighbour’s door 
and asked them to call the police. The police arrived 
shortly after but he had already gone. 

“The bottle made a one centimetre wound to her 


head, which may have been a small wound but left 
her with blood dripping down her face. 

“He surrendered himself to police a few days 
later.” 

Mr Brunt also said that O’Sullivan had a string 
of previous offences committed against Miss Broad¬ 
house, including battery and criminal damage. 

Defence barrister Richard Davies said: “He threw 
the bottle recklessly rather than with intent to 
harm. It was a moment of madness.” 

Judge Kristina Montgomery QC told O’Sullivan: 
“You went to her house to try and continue to con¬ 
trol her, and it didn’t take long for your true colours 
to come to the fore.” 


Homes to be built on 
derelict industrial land 


A RUN-DOWN industrial estate is to 
be demolished and more than 300 
homes built in its place under plans 
to regenerate part of Cradley Heath. 

Factory units off Woods Lane and 
Macarthur Road will be bulldozed to al¬ 
low a new housing estate comprising of 
351 homes to be created. 

Sandwell Council has been handed more 
than £5 million from the Black Country Local 
Enterprise Partnership in support of the plan. 

The cash will be used to flatten the derelict 
buildings and construct a link road to aid the 
major development across a nine-acre site. 

The council has already received the go- 
ahead to demolish the buildings, with a full ap¬ 
plication for the homes expected to be lodged 
within weeks. 

The plans form part of a vision to restore the 
Woods Lane area of Cradley Heath, near the 
town’s train station, an area mostly of derelict 
factory units. 

Part of the site which has bee designated 
‘local importance for nature conservation’ sta¬ 
tus will be retained to form part of the commu¬ 
nity space which will accompany the housing 
along the River Stour. 

Conservation 

Once the site is cleared, the council will then 
look to get a developer on board to deliver the 
homes. 

Cradley Heath councillor Julie Webb said 
the development would be a major boost for 
the town. 

“We are really chuffed to bits with these 
plans,” she said. 

“It will bring footfall into the town centre 
and it is an ideal spot for commuters.” 

“People in Cradley Heath will be really 
happy with this. 

“The local authority is going to spend a 
significant amount of money and investment 
down there is long overdue.” 

Sandwell Council has been awarded £5.14m 
from the Black Country Local Enterprise Part¬ 
nership to conduct demolition work of the 
industrial units and to construct a new road 
access to facilitate the development of 351 
dwellings. 

The scheme forms the latest part of Sandwell 
Council’s vision to improve derelict parts of the 
borough. 

A similar regeneration has taken place in 
West Bromwich. 


Tango image strictly picture perfect 



Award-winning picture, Argentine Tango, by Smethwick Photographic Society member, Peter Siviter 


TAKE two dancers from Buenos 
Aires, add a back drop from Ha¬ 
vana and then tweak the colours. 
The result is this award-winning 
picture taken by Smethwick Pho¬ 
tographic Society member Peter 
Siviter. 

The retired 74-year-old, who 
has been a keen photographer 
since 1978, came away from the 
World Cup for photographers with 
full marks and a bronze medal. 

And his club did even better by 


beating 197 groups from across 
the globe to claim the overall first 
prize at the competition organised 
by FLAP, The International Fed¬ 
eration of Photographic Art. It 
includes more than 85 countries 
and nearly one million individual 
photographers. 

Mr Siviter, from Rock, near Be- 
wdley, who worked as a business 
intelligence manager at Russells 
Hall Hospital, beat 4,000 hopefuls 
to bronze with Argentine Tango. 


He said: “A lot of my pictures 
are of scenery. I also travel around 
the country taking pictures of 
punk-rockers and goths, people 
who stand out. 

“The female dancer in this 
picture from Buenos Aires was 
wearing a blue dress and the man 
was in black but I thought purple 
would give the picture a more sub¬ 
tle tone. I also did a bit of work 
on the lighting and added the Ha¬ 
vana backdrop.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


5 


Holiday camps for 
canal volunteers 

CANAL restoration working holidays 
are being held on the Lapal Canal be¬ 
tween Halesowen and Birmingham 
next summer. 

The Waterway Recovery Group is 
teaming up with Lapal Canal Trust to 
carry out work at Harborne Wharf on 
the old Dudley No 2 Canal. 

Canal camps will run from July 30 
to August 6 and August 6-13. The 
main task next summer will be to re¬ 
pair the wharf walls. 

Camps cost £63 per person, aged 18 
an up. Book at www.wrg.org.uk or call 
01494 783 453. 

Marriage break-up 
councillor resigns 

A LEADING Conservative has re¬ 
signed from Dudley Council for per¬ 
sonal reasons. 

Tory group leader Councillor Pat¬ 
rick Harley said Kingswinford North 
and Wall Heath councillor Natalie 
Neale’s decision had been taken fol¬ 
lowing a marriage break-up. 

The mother-of-three, was elected to 
the authority in May 2014. 

Dudley Council director, Philip 
Tart, said: “A decision on the vacant 
Kingswinford North and Wall Heath 
ward seat will be made in the New 
Year.” 

Store's Christmas 
fun for charities 

A SUPERMARKET has raised more 
than £2,000 for local charities and or¬ 
ganisations. 

Sainsbury’s in Amblecote raised 
£2,545 from their festive activities in¬ 
cluding a mini craft fair and tombola 
and a carol singing weekend. 

The store also invited groups to 
help customers pack their bags, which 
raised £1,022. 

The money is going to The Black 
Country Food Bank and Wellcat Char¬ 
ity. 

Guided tours prove 
popular at brewery 

A BLACK Country brewery will be 
running guided tours throughout 
2016. 

The hour-long tours of Holden’s 
Brewery in Woodsetton take place on 
the first Saturday of each month and 
all places for the February tour have 
been snapped up. 

It costs £12.50 and includes a com¬ 
memorative glass and a chance to 
sample the Holden’s range of ales. 

Holden’s celebrated its centenary 
in 2015. 

It's mirth from Mitch 

COMEDIAN Mitch Benn will be per¬ 
forming at Stourbridge Town Hall in 
April. He regularly features on BBC 
Radio 4’s The Now Show and has 
his own show Mitch Benn’s Crimes 
Against Music on the national station. 
Tickets are on sale for his show Don’t 
Believe A Word on April 26 at 8pm. 


life/tijle Window/ 

"Trod/men 
not fale/men** 

• Windows • Doors • Conservatories • Fascias • Guttering 

• 10,000 local installations available for viewing - please ask 

• Phone for a free quote and speak to Dave or Mark 
- deal direct with the owners 

• No sales reps, no sub contractors 
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Apprentice 
throws up 
boastful 
candidates 


A REPORT this week claimed 90 per cent 
of Britain’s hospitals were understaffed 
because they are struggling to recruit 
enough nurses. 

The survey comes a month after David 
Loughton, chief executive of the Royal 
Wolverhampton Hospitals NHS Trust, 
said the biggest threat to the future of 
the NHS was not a lack of money, but a 
shortage of suitably trained staff. 

In years gone by, the solution would 
have been in Mr Loughton’s hands as in 
the past, hospitals ran their own training 
schools where new recruits were taught 
their skills. 

That is now but a memory, after some¬ 
body had the bright idea that all new 
nurses have to go through university be¬ 
fore they are deemed ready to perform 
full nursing duties, with two in three appli¬ 
cants being turned down because there 
are not enough places. 

Presumably, that is what the former 
Prime Minister meant by education, edu¬ 
cation, education. A great way to meet a 
political target of getting 50 per cent of all 
young people into university, but a lousy 
way of running a health service. 

■ ■■ 

ABOUT a month ago, I took a long 
weekend in Lanzarote to enjoy a bit of 
winter sunshine. It was only a three-night 
stay, but even so, I needed a decent-sized 
suitcase and a flight bag as well. 

So how come the candidates on The 
Apprentice, who are signing up to 12 
weeks living in the same house, each 
takes with them only a dainty little suit¬ 
case - on wheels, of course - to last them 
the duration of the series? 

Despite finding space for the manicure 
sets and hair straighteners which they all 
seem to find obligatory, they manage to 
have all their belongings neatly packed 
up ready for each time they find them¬ 
selves in the boardroom. My business 
plan would be for those special suitcases 
which are bigger inside than out. 

■ ■■ 

BUT wasn’t it nice to see The Appren¬ 
tice won by a lad with a touch of humility, 
and a desire to learn? 

The series has produced its fair share of 
braggarts and bigmouths over the years. 
There has been Philip “Pantsman” Taylor 
who declared himself the Elvis Presley 
of business, and the ever-loveable Katie 
Hopkins who has made a career out of 
spewing her bile on Twitter. This series it 
was Richard Hill, the David Brent sound- 
alike who branded himself as “the Swiss 
army knife of business”. Few people 
would have argued he was a bit of a tool. 

And what do all these sneering, leer¬ 
ing, “big characters” have in common? 
Not one of them has won. The moral is, 
if you want to make boastful, over-blown 
claims on your audition tape, you might 
indeed win a place in the series. But don’t 
be surprised to be ‘fired’ once you have 
served your entertainment value. 



Officers at under threat Wolverhampton Central Mosque 


Pavlo Lapshyn - mosque bomber 


When rioting hit the streets of Wolverhampton 


Police chief talks of 
triumphs and 


Chris Sims, the region’s most 
senior police officer for 
eight years, is soon to retire, 
as ROB GOLLEDGE reports 

FOR more than eight years Chris 
Sims has been a Chief Constable. 
First at Staffordshire and then West 
Midlands, he has been one of the 
country’s most senior police of¬ 
ficers for 16 years. 

“I think people will be surprised how 
operational it is,” the 57-year-old says in 
his last interview before retiring in a cou¬ 
ple of weeks. 

“A lot of the authority for deploying tactics 
sits with the Chief Constable. So I get to be in¬ 
volved with that but at the same time you are 
running an organisation of 10,000 people and 
half a billion pounds so it is equally a manage¬ 
ment task and managing relationships with 
partners locally, central government other 
forces, and juggling all of those things. 

Obvious 

“From my perspective doing that success¬ 
fully you need to have a clear view of what you 
want to achieve otherwise you get caught up in 
the here and now. My view has been if we are 
not about protecting people what are we here 
for? All staff and police must put the public 
first.” 

Mr Sims’ tenure at the top of West Mid¬ 
lands Police - the country’s second-largest 
force - has coincided with a huge programme 
of budget cuts worth £130 million since 2010 
because of government austerity. 

Despite the loss of 3,000 police officers and 
staff, he believes the force is in a strong posi¬ 
tion, yet, as reported recently, he admits the 
police can no longer respond to every call in 
person. 

“You can always do more with more people 
- that is obvious. 

“We managed to get in a pattern where we 
were changing the way we worked quicker 
than we were losing staff - so we managed 




Chief Constable Chris Sims shares his views before retiring in the New Year 


with responding to the public and crime, but 
with the sense that if you do not change faster 
than you shrink, you have a real problem. 

“Terrorism was the only area that was pro¬ 
tected financially for obvious reasons. I think 
we were able to take a lot of the pain of job 
losses from the areas that were not impacting 
on the service and protection of the public. I 
am not sure we could have continued that for 
another five years of cuts. 

“We were in the throws of how we remodel 
neighbourhood and response policing. That is 
now for my successor to think through. 

“The plan we did for 2020 was certainly a 
response to austerity but also primarily a re¬ 
sponse to what is happening in policing. 

“The change programme is as much about 
addressing those issues as it is cutting budgets. 
We need to carry on the change programme.” 

Mr Sims left Oxford University in 1980 with 


a degree in modern history before joining the 
Metropolitan Police in London. 

Having risen through the ranks he trans¬ 
ferred to Staffordshire Police as a Superinten¬ 
dent in 1994 and was promoted to Assistant 
Chief Constable of West Midlands Police four 
years later. 

In 2003 he became Deputy Chief Constable 
and, following a stint as Director of Policing 
Policy at the National Policing Improvement 
Agency, became Chief Constable of Stafford¬ 
shire Police in 2007. 

He returned to the West Midlands in June 
2009 as Chief Constable. 

He was awarded an OBE in 2003 and 
Queen’s Police Medal in 2010. 

He says one regret is that more has not 
been done to merge police forces or for them 
to work closer. 

He says Britain’s current 43 forces model is 


not sustainable, adding: “Having been Chief 
Constable in Staffordshire and then at West 
Midlands, I hoped we would be further down 
the track with the work we do with other re¬ 
gional forces. 

“We still run the motorway policing and 
more serious organised crime work together, 
but if you asked me six or seven years ago, I 
would have thought there would be more con¬ 
vergence.” 

“I think policing in the wider West Mid¬ 
lands region would be stronger if we worked 
together.” 

Mr Sims said the proudest moment in his 
career came with swiftly restoring order fol¬ 
lowing the 2010 riots, and the investigation 
into racist killer and mosque bomber Pavlo 
Lapshyn who struck in Walsall, West Brom¬ 
wich and Wolverhampton in 2013. 

Lapshyn was caught in 2013 following a 
painstaking inquiry that saw detectives trawl 
tens of thousands of hours of CCTV to piece 
together the Ukrainian student’s movements 
and link him to the three bomb blasts. 

Diverse 

Mr Sims said “That investigation embodied 
all that is good about West Midlands Police: 
standing shoulder-to-shoulder with our di¬ 
verse communities, fantastic detective work, 
and good old fashioned neighbourhood polic¬ 
ing with officers knocking on doors until they 
came across Lapshyn’s place of work.” 

He now plans a brief hiatus before aiming 
to return to policing in a senior leadership role 
nationally in the New Year. 

He added: “I will miss the people and being 
at the heart of the big issues that affect peo¬ 
ple’s lives in the West Midlands and hopefully 
influencing in a positive way. 

“I intend to recharge the batteries because 
as Chief Constable you never really switch off; 
I’m looking forward to that but don’t want to 
be away from policing for too long. 

Police and Crime Commissioner David 
Jamieson described Mr Sims as ‘an outstand¬ 
ing public servant’ who has ‘devoted his life 
to protecting the security and safety of the 
public’. 

He added: “Chris Sims has served the West 
Midlands with distinction and given over 30 
years of devoted service as an officer.” 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 

It’s been a crazy few months for 
Cloudy2Clear Windows. The 
company which specialises in 
repairing windows which are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
by replacing the panes - not the 
frames has grown rapidly as 
homeowners take advantage of 
their services. 

Managing Director Brian 
Stanley feels that it’s all about 
service. ‘Our product is simple. 

If your double glazing is misted 
up we can replace the glass at 
a fraction of the cost of a new 
window, in any type of frame, and 
with a new 5 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving people 



money, although that obviously 
helps. Many tradespeople have 
struggled since last year and I 
honestly feel that during the good 
times a minority perhaps didn’t 
focus on customer care as much as 
they should have done. 

We make sure we turn up when 
we say we will, do the job the 
customer requires and leave then- 
house as clean as a whistle. I often 
get comments back from customers 
on how they really didn’t expect that 
sort of service which, in a way, is 
very sad for the service industry as 
a whole.’ 

Cloudy2Clear service 
Wolverhampton and the surrounding 


area and Brian is finding that his 
approach is a major factor in his 
success. ‘The truth is that it’s not 
just the personal satisfaction that 
I get from doing a good job but 
also it makes good business sense. 
I get a huge amount of business 
from friends and family of people 


I’ve done work for, which just 
goes to show how much a little bit 
of effort is appreciated.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118 and 
he’ll be happy to help! 





































Hospital weekend staff 
shortage affected care 


STAFF shortages at a hospi¬ 
tal may have contributed to¬ 
ward the death of a 72-year- 
old woman from Quarry 
Bank, an inquest heard. 

Dorothy Moule became ill following 
complications with a hernia operation 
and died four days later from mul¬ 
ti-organ failure in Worcester Royal 
Hospital. 

During a two-day inquest, nurses 
claimed their concerns over Mrs 
Moule’s deteriorating health had not 
been taken seriously. 

The inquest at Stourport Coroners’ 
Court also heard how results of a 
white blood cell test, which may have 
revealed infection, had not been ur¬ 
gently followed up after going missing. 

Coroner Geraint Williams, reading 
out a narrative verdict, concluded Mrs 
Moule’s death was a result of ‘compli¬ 
cations of an elective surgical proce¬ 
dure’. 

He said the case showed there had 
been a shortage of staff during the 
weekend of Mrs Moule’s death, add¬ 
ing too many junior doctors had been 
left to look after seriously ill patients. 
He also strongly criticised doctors for 


a lack of detailed notes in Mrs Moule’s 
charts. 

He said: “I have not been able to 
examine the action of the clinicians 
over that weekend in terms of medical 
records because not one has made a 
single entry. It’s a matter of extraor¬ 
dinary concern to this court clinicians 
do not make full and proper entries in 
the notes. It’s a matter I have raised 
on many occasions and all doctors 
should know the importance. 

“No doctor attended or saw Mrs 
Moule over that weekend, which I 
find completely unacceptable and it’s 
something the trust needs to address 
as a matter of urgency.” 

Mr Williams said staff shortages 
had an effect on the care given to 
Mrs Moule but he praised nurses for 
taking great concern over her welfare 
and informing seniors about her dete¬ 
riorating condition. 

He said: “It’s clear because of the 
pressure of work a number of clini¬ 
cians did not realise Mrs Moule was 
as ill as she was.” 

Dr Graham James said a number of 
changes, including further training, 
had been carried out at the hospital 
since Mrs Moule’s death. 



Dorothy Moule, who died in hospital 


Road safety scheme goes ahead by school 


A £75,000 scheme to cut speed limits 
and revise the road layout to boost 
safety outside a school is being intro¬ 
duced after a period of consultation. 

Residents have been consulted 
about the improvements on roads 
around Lapal Primary School in Hale¬ 
sowen but some aspects have faced 
objections. 

Speed bumps, parking restrictions 
and new signs will be added in a bid 
to improve safety after Lapal Primary 
was made part of Dudley Council’s 
Safer Routes to School scheme. 


Priory Road will be made into a 
one-way route from the junction with 
Carters Lane. 

The move comes after residents 
raised concerns regarding the street 
being clogged by parked cars. 

Crossing 

Speed limits will be cut from 30mph 
to 20mph in Manor Lane as part of 
the project. A zebra crossing is being 
created to improve access for people 
walking to and from the Priory Road 
school. 


Parking restrictions have already 
been introduced in Spies Lane during 
the initial stage of works. 

Around 200 households had been 
consulted by the council and 27 ob¬ 
jections were received alongside 
a 51-strong petition from rManor 
Abbey Road, which was outside the 
consultation area. Concerns focused 
on making Priory Road one-way. 

Dudley Council cabinet member 
Councillor Hilary Bills said: “At the 
end of the day it is all about making 
it safer for children going to school.” 


MG Marines have now expanded into birds, 
“Feathered Friends” 




WE HAVE STOCKS OF THE FOLLOWING: 
Mixed colours of budgies (adult and young) 
Mixed colours of canaries 
Mixed colours of Celestial Parrotlets 
Fawn owl finches Silver bill finches 
Mixed zebra finches Bengalese finches 
& much much more!! 


GIFT VOUCHER 
OFFER £5.00 OFF 

purchase of a cage and bird 
setup or £10.00 off with an 
Aquarium setup 


hvffi Providing a second to none service and friendly advice for over 18 years 

fflW fflM# 01384 234579 mg.marines@yahoo.co.uk 

Manne Aquatic Specialists 

Opening Hours: Monday to Thursday 9.00 til 5.00 Friday 9.00 til 7.00 Saturday 10.00 til 5.00 


ORMOND 

Heating, Plumbing 


Gas Safe 87022 ACS approved 

• Landlords Gas Certificates issued 

• Servicing of Gas Appliances 
including installations 

• General Plumbing work undertaken 

A Member of the Approved Traders, 
Fix-A-Home Scheme 


Tel: 03335 772213 
Mobile: 07974 549460 


There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 

Make Your Wi 



Od, £85.00 (no VAT to pay 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £90.00 (no VAT to 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointmeMcall^ 

0845 678 7010 

Mobile: 07771 992717 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attorney, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and Guardianship Trusts 

Members of the S 



Goodwills 





40 % 

OFF 

Doors and Drawers 
Before 31 st January 2016 


10 % 

OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED 






Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 

60 % plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


► Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 


Don't Settle for Less 

• Kitchens • Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms • Extensions 
• Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
replacement to an extension 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 


The Largest Working lucs 
Kitchen in the Midlands at our 
Netherton Showroom 



What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional." 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

a > THE GUILD 


OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 


‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Head Office & Showroom Stourport Showroom CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 33 High Street, Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE netherton 

QQOAi o nipQQ D 77740 Closed New Years Day 

uid04 ^ "A: ™ Open Saturday 2nd January 2016 Normal opening times 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Open Tue, Wed & Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm STOURPORT 

Thursdays 9am - 7pm Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm Closed New Years Day 

Saturdays 10am - 4pm Stourport closed Monday & Friday Open Saturday 2nd January 2016 Normal opening times 


Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

WE WILL NOT 
LET YOU DOWN 


mm 


www.cikm.org.uk. 


FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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All aboard 
stations are 


figures show rail 
getting busier 


THE QUIETEST and busiest railway stations in the Black 
Country and Staffordshire have been revealed in figures from 
the rail regulator. 

Wolverhampton was the busiest station, with almost 4.5 million en¬ 
tries and exits in the last year, a rise of more than two per cent on the 
previous year. But Sandwell and Dudley recorded the biggest increase. 

The data showed Cannock was the quietest station - with 221,124 entries 
- and exits, a fall of almost 11 per cent 


Where there's 
a Will, CBSO 
find a way 

THE City of Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra will celebrate the life of 
William Shakespeare at a series of 
concerts. 

More than 20 orchestral and cham¬ 
ber concerts will be held in 2016 as 
the CBSO and its ensembles perform 
music spanning four centuries in¬ 
spired by Shakespeare’s plays. 

CBSO chief executive Stephen Mad- 
dock said: “Shakespeare is in the life¬ 
blood of the Midlands, it is where he 
grew up and where he is buried. 

“We have the privilege of being 
the only symphony orchestra within 
the region and as such are thrilled 
to be celebrating his life with ‘Our 
Shakespeare’, which we believe is the 
world’s largest scale concert series 
celebrating the music inspired by the 
playwright’s work. 

“We will be working with our 
hugely talented team and we’ll also be 
bringing to the Midlands some of the 
world’s most talented artists.” 


on 2013-2014, due to interruptions in 
service caused by engineering work to 
electrify the Chase Line. 

The ‘top of the stops’ report, re¬ 
leased by the Office of Rail and Road 
recorded ‘entries and exits’ based on 
the total number of people travelling 
to or from the station. 

Nationally the total number of es¬ 
timated entries and exits at Britain’s 
stations between April 2014 and 
March 2015 reached nearly 2.8 billion, 
an increase of more than 119 million. 

Almost all of the top 10 busiest rail 
stations were in London, with Water¬ 
loo at the top, but Birmingham New 
Street station which came eighth in 
the list, with more than 35.3 million 
entries and exits in the last year, a two 
per cent increase. 

Walsall was the second busiest Mid¬ 
lands station, with 1.3 million jour¬ 
neys, a rise of 1.6 per cent, followed 
by Sandwell and Dudley with 831,756 
entries and exits, up 5.4 per cent. 

Dudley Port recorded 421,370 jour¬ 
neys in the 12 months up until April, 
a rise of 0.6 per cent, while Coseley, 
with 411,584 entries and exits, saw a 
1.1 per cent increase. 

A Department for Transport spokes¬ 
man said: “These figures are further 
proof that Britain’s railways are boom¬ 
ing, which is why we are investing re¬ 
cord amounts in building a world-class 
railway.” 



Dillon Smith, aged 14, with footballer Lee Smith, team coach Jason Connell, and BCTG director Chris Luty 


GENEROUS players, staff and spon¬ 
sors at Dudley Town Football Club 
dished out Christmas gifts to poorly 
children and their families at Russells 
Hall Hospital. 

Members of the club with sacks full 
of presents paid a visit to the chil¬ 
dren’s ward at the Dudley hospital to 
put a smile on the faces of youngsters. 

It is the 12th year Dudley Town 
has donated gifts to the ward and this 
Christmas more than £800 of gifts 
were given away. 

Club chairman Stephen Austin said: 


“We want to say a big thank you to all 
the people who have supported our 
Christmas toy appeal so that we can 
go and take presents to children in 
hospital over Christmas. 

“No one likes being ill especially 
at Christmas and we hope the visit 
cheered up the children and their fam¬ 
ilies,.” 

The club received additional support 
from its sponsor company BCTG and 
team coach company Cushillo Person¬ 
nel, which boosted the number of gifts 
given out. 


Mr Austin said: “This year we re¬ 
ceived an additional £300 from our 
sponsor Chris Luty at BCTG, as well 
as £100 from team coach Jason Con¬ 
nell at Cushillo Personnel, which 
made a big difference to the amount 
of presents we were able to hand out.” 

Mr Luty, BCTG director, added: 
“BCTG staff have been carrying out 
random acts of kindness in the run-up 
to Christmas - anything from pay¬ 
ing for shoppers’ parking and giving 
money to foodbanks, to this - it’s what 
Christmas should all be about.” 


Musicians in 
church concert 
for refugees 

AN EVENING of busking and free 
music in Dudley to support refugees 
fleeing war-torn Syria raised nearly 
£200. 

Dudley Community Church hosted 
the charity concert, which included 
a first appearance from duo Eternal 
Purpose. A Busker’s Christmas was 
also supported by Dani Sedgley and 
raised £192. 

The money has been sent directly 
to the Incare, a Christian charity that 
provides food and shelter in Jordan 
for the refugees from neighbouring 
Syria. 

Eternal Purpose, including gui¬ 
tarist David Tatler, from Penn, and 
singer Tim Matthews, have released a 
charity single called Refugee. 

Mr Tatler said: “Dani has a beauti¬ 
ful voice and she performed four songs 
with her acoustic guitar. Church sing¬ 
ers Emma and Jo’s duet was an adap¬ 
tion of Leonard Cohen’s Hallelujah 
and Pastor Joe Hayes compered the 
evening.” 

Mr Tatler was diagnosed with can¬ 
cer two years ago but after making a 
full recovery decided to help refugees. 
He wrote and recorded Refugee with 
Mr Matthews and filmed the video in 
Wombourne. 

The song has been released on You¬ 
Tube and can be bought in CD format 
from Vines coffee shop in Stourbridge, 
or downloaded through iTunes. 

Buggy riding vandals 
attacking golf courses 

POLICE launched an investigation 
following a spate of vandalism inci¬ 
dents at golf courses. 

Buggies were driven around the 
greens and damaged as yobs wreaked 
havoc at four courses. The first attack 
happened at Swindon Golf Club in 
Blackhills on December 7. The follow¬ 
ing day, buggies were spray painted at 
Enville Golf Club. Buggies were again 
the target at Penn and Kingswinford 
on December 13 and 14. 



MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON JANUARY INSTALLATIONS 


No deposits 
| or stage payments, 
I you only pay when 
y the installation 
has been 
\ completed 


Visit one 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the UK 


Supplied 
& Fitted... 
across the 
Midlands 




Repair 

Service 

Available 


RYDALE TAKE SECURITY VERY 
SERIOIISAY GUARANTEED HIGH 
SECURITY ON ALL PRORUCTS 






mJ. 


Guardiar 

Warn tool 


Willows & Doors, Conservatories, 

Orangeries, Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 

Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous 
quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has 
more experience and know 
how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we 
have been in 
business for 
more than 
30 years. 


Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and give Rydale a ring... 


CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES 
31st December 10 - 3pm I Closed Friday 1st January 
Open 2nd January 9 - 4pm I Monday 4th Janaury - normal opening times 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 
www.rydalewmdows.co.uk 


S Replace the \ 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 


room you can use 
sail year rounds 


Long Lane, Blackheath, Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
TT °_ 7 _ __ 7 Saturday: 9am to 4pm 

Halesowen B62 9LS Sunday Closed 
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A million-seller after 
25 years of rejections 



Brierley Hill author Angela Marsons is a best-selling author with fans worldwide after 25 years of rejections 


IT’S been a remarkable year 
of success for one Black 
Country author who has sold 
her one millionth novel less 
than a year after first thriller 
was published. 

Angela Marsons, of Brierley 
Hill, released three books in her 
crime series this year and has al¬ 
ready topped the Amazon charts 
around the world. 

Her debut novel Silent Scream 
has gone on to sell over 600,000 cop¬ 
ies and was the number one Amazon 
bestseller in the UK for more than a 


month. It also reached the top 5 in the 
US and has secured deals in ten coun¬ 
tries, from Germany to Lithuania. 

Her follow-up novels, Evil Games 
and Lost Girls both hit the Amazon 
UK top ten. 

The 47-year-old has now given up 
her job of 19 years as a security guard 
at the Merry Hill shopping centre to 
focus fully on writing. 

Lifeline 

“I had been trying numerous pub¬ 
lishers for 25 years but constantly got 
rejected. It just felt like I would never 
get there,” she said. 

“It was only last September that I 


was approached by a commissioning 
editor at a digital publisher, Bookou- 
ture, and they asked would I be inter¬ 
ested in publishing with them. It was 
a lifeline for me. 

“To have gone on to achieve the 
success I have in such a short time is 
unbelievable. Everyday I have to pinch 
myself to see if its real - it is a dream 
come true,” she added. 

Angela’s books all have a Black 
Country setting and feature the for¬ 
midable, no-nonsense lead character 
Detective Kim Stone. 

Angela’s books can be purchased via 
Amazon and on Kindle now. 


Celebrating 10 Years with Discounts Off Everything in Store!! 


sale 


NOW 

ON 


»u v 


hole IN The 
Wall 4kw 
Gas Fires 

from £399 




multi fuel Stoves from £399 I Complete Stone fireplaces from £449 


Complete Flue liner Systems 
Wood Burning and Multi Fuel Stoves 
Inset and Outset High Efficient Gas Fires 
Hole in the Wall Gas and Electric Fires 
Made to Measure Hand Made Marble and 


lim estone Fireplaces 
Full Gas Safe and Hetas Registered 
Fitting Teams 

Established in 2005 and Celebrating 10 Years with 
Discounts Off Everything in Store!! 


WOLVERHAMPTON FIREPLACES & STOVES LTD 

01902 4221 I I 


15 merridale road, Chapel Ash, Wolverhampton WV3 9RX 

ra* - j ' seemoreatwww.wolverhamptonfireplaces.com 


I’m desperate 
for a NEW 
BATHROOM 

I’ve tried lots of 
other reputable 
companies but their 
prices are too high! 

CAN YOU HELP? 

YES!! WE CAN HELP YOU 



EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850.00 

90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 
15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 


EXTRA DISCOUNT FOR OUR 
RETIRED & DISABLED CUSTOMERS 


DISABLED SPECIAL 


Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your Bath 
We will remove the Bath 
& Fit an easy access low 
level round, square or oblong 
cubicle, & Tiled inside. 
Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£ 2150.00 


VAT FREE IN QUALIFYING CASES 

DAYTIMES & WEEKEND VISITS A PLEASURE 


“Our company is owned 
and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried 
out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices 
as low as possible in order 
to keep within the budgets 
of retired, disabled and 
working families which 
make up 95% of our 
customers.” 



^BATHROOMS 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Showroom also at: 39, Lichfield Road, 
Wednesfield,Wolverhampton WVI I ITW 

01902 861908 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 
9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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Crash victims include brother 
who 'had a heart of gold' 


‘HE was a free-spirited, cheeky lad with a heart of gold’ - the 
touching tribute to a father who was one of two men killed in 
a car crash in Brierley Hill, leaving their families heartbroken 
at Christmas. 

Karl Green, aged 34, died after a blue Citroen ZX smashed into a 
wall near shops in Brierley Hill in the early hours of Christmas Eve. 


Andy Wheeler, 28, was also killed i: 

Machete thugs 
attack staff 
in early hours 

THUGS attacked a doorman with a 
machete and brandished a firearm 
outside a nightclub in Dudley during 
the early hours of Christmas Day. 

Detectives are searching for men 
who attacked staff at Rock Zombie on 
King Street at around 1.20am after 
they were refused entry. 

They attacked door staff, head-butt¬ 
ing one before kicking and punching 
the doors and windows of the club and 
throwing rocks. About an hour later, 
at around 2.20am, three of the men 
returned in what is believed to be a 
silver three door Vauxhall Astra with 
alloy wheels. 

One produced a firearm and chased 
a doorman, another produced a large 
machete and struck the doorman 
twice with it, hitting him so hard the 
weapon broke. Detective Constable 
Pete Miller said: “Luckily the door¬ 
man’s body armour saved him from 
serious injury.” 

Call police on 101 or anonymously 
on 0800 555 111. 


l the smash. 

The pair died at the scene of the 
tragedy outside the Nail and Tanning 
Studio in Brettell Lane just after mid¬ 
night. 

Mr Green, a builder, leaves a four- 
year-old daughter. 

His family have spoken of their dev¬ 
astation at his death, hours before a 
planned family celebration for the fes¬ 
tive season. 

His brother Adam, aged 31, said 
the family were struggling to come to 
terms with the tragedy, but said they 
would ‘stay very strong’ for the sake of 
his daughter Immie. 

Loved 

He added: “Karl was a free-spir¬ 
ited, cheeky lad who could put a smile 
on anybody’s face and we were quite 
close. He was mischievous but loved by 
everyone who knew him. He really did 
have a heart of gold.” 

Tributes were paid to Mr Wheeler 
on Facebook. 

Investigations are continuing into 
the circumstances. Paramedics and 
firefighters from Brierley Hill and 
Haden Cross released one of the men 
but he could not be saved. 

Pc Karl Davies said: “We are trying 
to establish how this crash occurred. 
Two families have been devastated 
by the loss of their loved ones and 
even the smallest piece of information 
could help us piece together what hap¬ 
pened.” 


Doris celebrates her extra special day 



Doris Sidaway celebrates her 100th birthday at Valley Court in Cradley Heath with carers Jodie Garratt and Helen Boffey 


A WOMAN who has spent her whole 
life in Cradley Heath celebrated her 
milestone 100th birthday surrounded 
by carers and residents in her care 
home. 

Doris Sidaway was all smiles when 
she was the centre of attention at 


Valley Court nursing home in Crad¬ 
ley Heath last month, where she was 
guest of honour at a big party to cele¬ 
brate her special birthday. 

Mrs Sidaway had been married at 18 
to her beloved Amos, who died around 
10 years ago. 


Carer Jodie Garratt, 24, said: “We 
made a big fuss of Doris and she loved 
it. It’s such a shame that she now suf¬ 
fers with dementia but she doesn’t 
give us any trouble whatsoever. 

“She quietly goes about her business 
and she’s a pleasure to look after.” 


Legion breaks 
record after 
£43k is raised 

MORE than £43,000 has been raised 
towards this year’s Poppy Appeal by 
volunteers in Kingswinford. 

The total has beaten previous re¬ 
cords attained by the Kingswinford 
branch of the Royal British Legion. 

The branch has bounced back fol¬ 
lowing the break-in suffered by the 
club in 2015. 

Organisers of the Kingswinford 
Poppy Appeal said that they would 
like to thank the public for their out¬ 
standing generosity as they revealed 
£43,407.52 has been raised so far. 

Bob Townsend, Poppy Appeal Or¬ 
ganiser, paid tribute to those who had 
given their time and money to the 
cause. 

He said he was very grateful to the 
many individuals from the branch, 
women’s section and club members 
who gave their time generously. 

Thanks were also made to school 
pupils who continue to support the 
cause, businesses, churches, cadet 
forces, scouts, guides, cubs, brownies, 
beavers and rainbows. 

Members of the club also wished to 
thank Morrison’s supermarket, Co-op 
and the Lidl store who allowed volun¬ 
teers to use their supermarket prem¬ 
ises to sell poppies and collect money 
for the Poppy Appeal. 

Recognition was also given to the 
participants in this year’s annual 
sponsored Poppy Walk. 

Visits to Santa's zoo 
grotto break record 

MORE than 12,000 people paid a 
visit to Santa at Dudley Zoo over the 
Christmas period. 

The number of visitors to Santa’s 
grotto was up by 2,000 on last year’s 
figure at the Castle Hill attraction. 

In total, 12,591 went to the grotto 
during December, with children 
eager to tell Santa what presents they 
wanted delivered while also visiting 
the zoo’s animals. 
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uPVC Back and Front 
Doors Fully 
Fitted from £460 
Windows from £180 
Conservatories from £4495 
French Doors from £700 
Patio Doors from £750 


Composite Doors Fully 
Fitted from £700 


Available - Guardian Tiled Roof System (LABC approved) 


* *^^.1 


\0 Unit 19 Middlemore Industrial Estate, Middlemore Road, B21 0AY 0800 080 7076 0121 532 0784 __ _ 

2 % 6 f 







































11 


SUMMERHILL 

Kitchens & Bathrooms 


Selected Display 

CLEARANCE 

up to 75 % off i 

Don’t miss out 
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With every £750 



500 3 drawer base 
unit, 600 wash basin 
unit, 500 double 
door base, 400 
single door base, 
WC unit, toilet roll 
unit. Plus plinths, 
worktop and cistern 


bathroom purchase 


Designer Semi Recess Basin 
Designer Back to Wall Pan 

(valued at £320 RRP) 




KITCHENS 
Eco Range, 
High Gloss 
Finish 

£ 1499 

Based on 8 kitchen 
unit example 


*4 base units, 

1 oven housing, 
1 larder unit, 

2 wall units plus 
plinths, work 

surfaces 
and handles. 

Supply Only 


kitchen purchase 


Astracast 11/2 Bowl Stainless Steel Sink Chrome 
or Brushed Steel 

Designer Sink Tap (valued at £305 RRP) 



SALE PRICE 

£129 


mlm 

h««mi K 

MIRA CODA 

THERMOSTATIC 


VALVE 


SALE PRICE 



Rail, hose £HOQ 
and head ** 1 


TRITON T80Z 


7.5kw, 8.5w 
9,f kw and 
10.5kw 
IE PRICE 

£129 

GSHB 


‘TOP QUALITY’ 

CHROME TAP SET 

SALE PRICE 

£ 99 

MONO TAP £45 

Chrome on solid brass with 
ceramic disc technology 
while stocks last 


INCLUDES: Furniture, semi 
recess basin, concealed 
cistern, back to wall pan & 
deluxe soft close seat. 

QUADRANT 

ENCLOSURES 

SILVER STERLING 


P SHAPED.. A SHAPED 
- SALE PRICE 

£369 

25YR GUARANTEE 


SALE PRICE 

£329 



BRADLEY STREET PENSNETT DY5 4RJ Tel: 01384 263626 

OPEN 7 DAYS 9 AM-6 PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY LATE 'TIL 8' FRIDAY, 11AM - 4PM SUNDAY - AMPLE FREE PARKING 
Trust the experts.... 'PRICE PROMISE!' WE PROMISE TO BEAT ANY QUOTE INCLUDING ONLINE Trade Enquiries Welcome 
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* CATERPILLAR • G STAR • GRENSON • KICKERS • SCHOLL • CLARKS • LOAKE • BASE LONDON • BEN SHERMAN 


UNITED 

FOOTWEAR 

NOW ON! OUR 
BEST SALE EVER 


GENUINE REDUCTIONS ON 
WELL KNOWN BRANDS 


A MASSIVE SELECTION OF QUALITY FOOTWEAR! 


1 MILLION PAIRS 

Available inluding party shoes • sandals • trainers • winter boots 
• wellingtons • work boots • walking shoes • slippers 
• sports shoes • high heel fashion shoes and handbags 


IF YOU DON! SEE WHAT YOU WANT DO PLEASE ASK! 


UNITED FOOTWEAR 

80-81 High Street, Dudley DY1 1PY 

01384 238492 

www.united-footwear.co.uk/dudley 


UP TO 80 % OFF OUR FASHION COLLECTIONS! 


’ CLARKS • CHILDRENS SHOES AND SANDALS • BALLET AND TAP SHOES • WEDDING SHOES • WELLINGTONS * 



W\u Air flies in with new service to Poznan 


WIZZ Air, the largest low-cost airline 
in Central and Eastern Europe, has 
launched its new service between Bir¬ 
mingham and Poznan in Poland. 

This new route is being operated 
twice a week on Mondays and Fridays 
in the winter season, and on Tuesdays 
and Saturdays during the summer sea¬ 
son, starting at the end of March. 


William Pearson, aviation devel¬ 
opment director at the airport, said: 
“Wizz Air started flying from Birming¬ 
ham Airport in September this year, 
and has already carried more than 
12,000 passengers through the airport 
with its low-fare seats selling quickly 
to Eastern European destinations. 

“Poznan is the third Polish city 


being served by the airline direct from 
Birmingham Airport. We’re confident 
that this will be a very popular route 
with our passengers as the city is one 
of Poland’s largest and most important 
business and leisure destinations.” 

Poznan is known for its picturesque 
Old Town, reconstructed after the dev¬ 
astation of the Second World War. 


Women and children 
hospitals to merge as 
early as next summer 


Zoo giraffe Mia has died 



Quite a character - Dudley Zoo’s Mia with her son Kito, born last year 


BIRMINGHAM’S Children’s Hos¬ 
pital and Women’s Hospital have 
revealed they want to merge, 
bringing the two together as ear¬ 
ly as next summer. 

The move could mean developing 
a joint hospital at Edgbaston. This 
would mean closing the Children’s 
Hospital site in Steelhouse Lane and 
moving to Edgbaston, beside the Wom¬ 
en’s and Queen Elizabeth hospitals. 

Alternatively, the two say they will also 
look at the affordability and feasibility of 
developing their existing sites. 

The pair say the merger announcement 
is the result of months of joint work ‘to de¬ 
velop a shared vision for the best children’s 
and women’s healthcare built around the 
whole family’. It was accelerated when 
Children’s Hospital chief executive Sa- 
rah-Jane Marsh was also appointed to head 
the Women’s Hospital this summer. 

The two hospitals say work will start in 
January on preparing an outline business 
case. The target date for the merger is late 
summer next year. 

Safeguard 

Birmingham Children’s Hospital chair¬ 
man, Dame Christine Braddock, said: “At 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital we are 
very proud of our clinical excellence and the 
positive impact we have on the lives of so 
many children, young people and families. 

“In our role as a leader of children’s 
healthcare locally, regionally and nation¬ 
ally, the decision to formalise our plans to 
merge with Birmingham Women’s Hospi¬ 
tal is an important next step in our rela¬ 
tionship that we know will improve and 
safeguard our vital services for many gen¬ 
erations of families to come.” 

Birmingham Women’s chairman Elis¬ 
abeth Buggins added: “A joint future with 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital would 
strengthen our position as a strategic 
leader in services for families and help us 
stay at the cutting edge of research. This 
will ensure that we can continue to give our 
women, babies, children and families access 
to the very best expertise, techniques and 
treatment the NHS can offer.” 

The Children’s Hospital was opened in 
Steelhouse Lane in 1862 with 16 beds. In 
1917 it moved to Ladywood but returned to 
its original home in 1998. It treats around 
270,600 young people a year. Birmingham 
Women’s Hospital has been at its Edgbas¬ 
ton site since 1994. 


A GIRAFFE which has been a star 
attraction at Dudley Zoo for the 
past four years has died at the age 
of 11 after suffering a fractured leg. 

Rothschild’s giraffe Mia first 
came to the park in 2011 and was 


described as a ‘quite a character’ by 
workers. She gave birth to her son 
Kito on February 25 last year. 

Mia died last week after being 
found with a fractured leg that was 
inoperable. 


Delivery firm is 
expanding with 
move to estate 


A TRANSPORT and de¬ 
livery firm with custom¬ 
ers across Europe is set to 
expand and take on three 
more staff. 

JJX Logistics,which has 
its head office in Stour¬ 
bridge, is adding the fin¬ 
ishing touches to Building 
40 on The Pensnett Estate, 
Kings winfor d. 

The firm has agreed a 
five-year lease with owners 
London & Cambridge Prop¬ 
erties. 

The international courier 
service and general haulage 
company, which also runs 
commercial pallet storage, is 
in the process of moving in 
at its new 21,460 sq ft unit. 


Operations manager Mick 
Cox said the new site com¬ 
plements its existing 10,000 
sq ft base in Cooper Street, 
Wolverhampton, which is 
being retained for ware¬ 
housing. 

It marks the beginning of 
what is likely to be a rapid 
period of expansion for JJX 
Logistics, with plans for a 
larger vehicle fleet and new 
drivers to be rolled out dur¬ 
ing 2016. 

“We are growing at a 
rapid rate of knots and I be¬ 
lieve we could even outgrow 
our new facilities within 
three years,” added Mr Cox. 


PCSOs saved by 
force saving on 
police buildings 


THE jobs of hundreds of 
PCSOs in the West Mid¬ 
lands have been saved after 
the force made ‘efficiencies’ 
to protect the community 
bobbies. 

West Midlands Police and 
Crime Commissioner David 
Jamieson has announced 
there will be no compulsory 
redundancies of Police Com¬ 
munity Support Officers. 

It is the result of ‘tough 
decisions’ about cuts across 
the force, such as the deci¬ 
sion to reduce the number of 
buildings owned and rented 
by West Midlands Police. 

The force was due to cut 
its number of PCSOs by 
more than 400 over the next 


five years. The number was 
due to fall from 535 to 119, 
as part of a plan to make a 
total of £130 million of sav¬ 
ings by 2020. A petition to 
save PCSOs gathered 1,406 
signatures. 

Mr Jamieson said: “This 
announcement follows much 
hard work from myself with 
the chief constable and dep¬ 
uty chief constable. Working 
together we have now made 
changes elsewhere in the or¬ 
ganisation so as to be able to 
protect the PCSOs, who the 
public value so highly. We 
are having to continue with 
efficiencies elsewhere, like 
the number of buildings we 
own and rent.” 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 



FURNITURE BEDS AND CARPETS 

ALL STOCKS 


FOR 3 DAYS ONLY 

Don’t hesitate, these offers and 
prices will never be repeated!!! 


mmew 




SALE NOW ON 

NEW YEARS DAY 



FRI 1ST JAN 
10AM-5PM 

SAT 2ND JAN 
10AM - 5PM 

SUN 3RD JAN 
10AM-4PM 


MUST BE SOLD 

THIS IS OUR BIGGEST SALE EVER!! EXTRA 
DISCOUNT OFF OUR ALREADY LOW SALE 
PRICES FOR THE FIRST 3 DAYS ONLY 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

KING SIZE ZEN BED FRAME 
+ LUXURY ORTHO MATTRESS 

One Set Only Per Store 

SAVE OVER 60% £199 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Ultra 3Str + 2Str 
Latest Design Sofas 

One Set Only Per Store 

SAVE 50% £399 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Full Double Size Ortho 
‘Cardiff’ Quality Mattress 

Micro Quilted Cover One Only 

Quick Delivery Only £49 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

SINGLE SIZE SLIDE STORAGE 
MATTRESS AND BASE INCLUDED 

3 ONLY PER STORE - HEADBOARD EXTRA 


£89 


Superb Value Mattresses 

Single Size £29 
Double Size £59 
King Size £79 


Deluxe Medium Firm Mattresses 

Single Size £59 
Double Size £89 
King Size £109 


Luxury Memory Foam Mattresses 

Single Size £95 
Double Size £119 
King Size £169 


Luxury Pocket Mattresses 

Single Size £139 
Double Size £189 
King Size £229 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Prado double size 
frame and mattress 


£139 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Tetras double size Silver/ 
Beech frame and mattress 


£169 


m 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Fushion double size ottoman 
storage frame and mattress ^ 


£249 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

EIDCT A 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Atlanta single size Silver 
style frame and mattress 

£99 

H^i 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 


FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

Large Oblong Table + 

6 Chairs 


£249 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Imperial 3 door slider 
8ft 3in wide x 7ft 4in - home 
assembly, Beech finish 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Manhattan 4 door combi 
6ft 3in x 6ft 7in high - home 
assembly, Light Ash finish 


FIRST 3 —-- 

CUSTOMERS ONLY ^ mm m 

Solid Pine Bunks With 
Mattresses 

-M 






£199 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


FIRST 3 

CUSTOMERS ONLY!! 

The Backrest ortho double 
quality 2 drawer Divan 
Save 50% off RRP 


l£179 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Everest double memory 
foam/spring 2 drawer Bed 
Save 60% off RRP 

> 0% 




£199 



FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Majestic double 1000 
pocket sprung top quality 
Bed. Save 60% off RRP 


£199 


A* 


FIRST 3 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Dreamland 3/4 size 
small Double Divan 
Save 50% off RRP 

>: m 


£149 


US 



Oakfield House, Level Street, 
Brierley Hill 01384 79393 
(next to the Copthorne Hotel) 


583 Bearwood Road, Bearwood 
B66 4BH 
0121 420 2991 


837 Warwick Road, Tysley, 
Birmingham B11 2EL 
0121 707 5545 
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Boxes of figures and memorabilia in Antony’s Star Wars room 


Antony shows off some more of his purchases, which have totalled £100,000 


Antony’s amazing collection which stretches back to his childhood 



A model of one of the good guys, a 
rebel trooper, in its packaging 


Force is with Antony 


WITH the advent of the new Star 
Wars film in the cinemas, plenty of 
fanatics are already out in force to 
show their enthusiasm for the film 
phenomenon. 

But one Brummie postman may have 
trumped the lot as he reveals his collection 
of memorabilia, which he has spent more 
than £100,000 on. 

Antony Blunt, aged 38, has been collecting for 
some 20 years and has a treasure trove of Star 
Wars memorabilia ranging from imperial shut¬ 


tles to custom-made rebel troopers. He is such an 
enthusiast in fact that he has a room dedicated 
to his favourite franchise, which is stuffed full of 
figurines and models from a galaxy far far away. 

Despite adding to his collection every weekend 
and having no plans of stopping, this is the first 
time that Antony has shown his collection off. 

He said: “I have spent over a hundred thou¬ 
sand on my collection, it’s one of my passions. 

“I have been collecting since the mid-1990s, 
but have had some of the toys since the 1980s, 
so it goes a very long way back for me. It’s re¬ 
ally been over the past 20 years though that my 
collection has really grown, but I have some re¬ 


ally great pieces because of it. The most expen¬ 
sive piece that I have is a model A-Wing fighter, 
which cost me £400. Every Friday I will sit down 
and get on the internet auctions sites to get new 
collectables. I have a rule where I have to buy at 
least one thing every Friday.” 

While most people might not have the pa¬ 
tience to put up with Antony’s obsession, which 
has cost as much as £400 for one item, partner 
Helen Cox, 43, has managed to find a way to exist 
alongside the collection. 

She said: “I do get a bit confused by the details 
that Antony goes to with his collecting, but I do 
find Star Wars quite interesting.” 



Antony with a model of Darth Vader’s Imper¬ 
ial Shuttle from The Empire Strikes Back 


Adult and Community Learning In Sedgley 


COURSES AVAILABLE 

START DATE 

DAY/TIME 

PRICE 

NO OF WEEKS 

UUMrUI trio a IUI 

Photoshop - Mixed Abilities 

January 

Monday - 6.30pm 

£60.00 

10 

Create Your Own Website 

January 

Wednesday- 7.00pm 

£36.00 

6 

Mastering Your Ipod/lphone - A Simple Beginners Guide 

January 

Monday - 4.30pm 

£30.00 

5 

Mastering Your Android Phone/Tablet 

January 

Thursday - 7.00pm 

£36.00 

6 

Ebay - All you need to know about Buying and Selling 

January 

Thursday 7.00pm 

£24.00 

4 

ARTS & CRAFTS 

Flower Arranging - Beginners 

January 

Monday - 7.00pm 

m 

10 

Flower Arranging - Improvers 

January 

Wednesday - 7.00pm 

m 

10 

Flower Arranging - Workshops, Bridal /Valentines/Mothers Day 

Jan/Feb/March 

Saturdays 


1 

Fashion Sewing/Dressmaking - Beginners 

January 

Tuesday - 7.00pm 

m 


Fashion Sewing/Dressmaking - Improvers 

January 

Wednesday - 7.00pm 

m 

10 

Cake Decorating & Sugarcraft - Beginners 

January 

Thursday - 7.00pm 

HP 

5 

Cake Decorating & Sugarcraft - Improvers 

January 

Tuesday - 7.00pm 

ffi 

5 

Jewellery Making - Mixed Abilities 

January 


HP 

10 

Black Country Crafts 

January 

Wednesday - 7.00pm 

HP 

6 

Art - Watercolours 

January 

Tuesday - 7.00pm 

HP 

8 

Art - How to Draw and Paint - Beginners 

January 


HP 


Art - How to Draw and Paint - Improvers 

January 

Friday - 11.00am 

HP 


Stained Glass - Beginners 

January 

Thursday - 5.30pm 

HP 


Stained Glass - Improvers 

January 

Thursday -7.30pm 

H 

10 

MUSIC & DANCE 





Guitar for Beginners 

January 

Thursday - 6.00pm 

£30.00 

10 

Guitar for Improvers 

January 

Wed/Thurs - 7.00pm 

£60.00 

10 

Black Sheep Belly Dance 

January 

Friday - 7.30pm 

£45.00 

10 

Dancing - Strictly Latin 

January 

Thursday - 6.30 

£45.00 

10 

LANGUAGES 

Sign Language Level 1 

January 

Tuesday - 7.00pm 

Contact Centre for Fees 

Spanish Level 1 -Beginners 

January 

Monday -7.00pm 

£60.00 

10 

Spanish Level 1 - Improvers 

January 

Tuesday - 7.00pm 

£60.00 

10 

French for Complete Beginners 

January 

Thursday - 7.00pm 

£60.00 

10 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


Nifty Keep Fit 


Zumba 


Gentle Zumba 


OPEN EVENING 
Thursday 7th 
January 2016 



Come Along, Enrol and meet our 
Tutors 6.00-8.00pm 

Enrolments can be taken via 
telephone 10am-8pm 
Monday to Friday to secure your place! 



The Dormston Centre 


Ml* Mr* 

5 

DiicKfp 

OYJ lit* 

T. 011M I1UM1 

t: —1*mi jibiri»x ji*. 


January 

January 

January 


Tuesday - 9.45am £39.00 

Tuesday -11.00am £39.00 

Wednesday -11.30am £39.00 


J3 
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Cinders loses sparkle 
in a big arena setting 


REVIEWS 



Cinderella, 

Barclaycard Arena, Birmingham 
IT has been dubbed as the 
world’s biggest pantomime, 
yet Cinderella didn’t seem to 
quite live up to it’s sparkly ex¬ 
pectations. 

Putting the show on in an arena was 
always going to be a brave move, and 
in some ways it paid off. As we walked 
into the auditorium - taking our seats 
halfway up in the gods - my six-year- 
old niece gasped as she laid eyes on 
the 50 foot castle that dominated the 
stage. 

The set was impressive, no doubt, 
yet it immediately felt like the evening 
had already had some of the magic 
drawn away as there was no iconic red 
curtain to reveal it for the first time. 

Stitches 

I was concerned that those at the 
back of the auditorium wouldn’t feel 
as involved as those in the lower tiers. 

Thankfully, due to the persistence 
of Bradley Walsh, Paul O’Grady and 
Dick and Dom it worked. The lat¬ 
ter had adults and children alike in 
stitches as they entered on horses, 
followed by an audience participation 
sing-song. Combined with Walsh (But¬ 
tons) entering on a rope swing, getting 
stuck and then complaining he had a 
wedgie for five minutes and O’Grady’s 
slapstick humour the show was packed 
with typical panto content. 

Granted they got everyone involved, 
but it missed that enclosed theatre 
that increases that atmosphere. It 
was apparent a lot of money had been 
spent on putting on this production, 
yet when sitting at the back of the au¬ 
ditorium cast members looked too tiny 
and there were no big screens to help 
you embrace their true characters. 



Paul O’Grady wings into action 


Tickets cost from £27.70 to £46.06, 
which makes it the world’s most ex¬ 
pensive pantomime too. 

But, if I’m forking out £154 for four 
tickets, then I would at least like to 
properly see the faces of the cast. 

The 3-D effects didn’t seem to add 
anything, while the addition of circus 
acts - although incredible - didn’t 
seem to go hand in hand with the 
fairytale story, neither did the Bol- 



Bradley Walsh and Hannah Grover 


lywood dance scene Even a couple of 
proper changes of scenery would have 
been a breath of fresh air. 

That arena holds 12,802 seats - 
half of which were taken away by the 
set - so why was the space not used 
to its full advantage? Unfortunately, 
it seemed taking out of its home and 
placing it in an arena just didn’t seem 
to pack the same punch. 

By Becky Weaver 



Lovable duo Dick and Dom had the audience in fits of laughter 



A queen gradually finds her courage — Emma Cunniffe as Anne, left, and Natascha McElhone as Sarah Churchill 

A forgotten queen is 
finally given her due 


Queen Anne, Swan Theatre, 
Stratford-upon-Avon 

LAST monarch of the Stuart line, 
Queen Anne is almost a forgotten 
queen, never celebrated like Elizabeth 
I or Victoria. 

But her reign came at a time when 
the modern age was emerging with 
party politics and paparazzi-style 
pamphlets on the streets. 

Helen Edmundson’s absorbing new 
play finally brings Queen Anne out of 
the shadows of history and gives her 
the limelight she deserves in a five- 
star 18th century dress production by 
the Royal Shakespeare Company. 

Lean and swiftly-paced by director 
Natalie Abrahami, it also has many 
resonances for our times, such as the 
shaky union with Scotland, kiss-and- 
tell scandal and political intrigue. 

What makes the play so compelling, 
is that it is the story of two women 


— the sickly, needy Anne, and the 
glamorous, ambitious Sarah Church¬ 
ill, Duchess of Marlborough, whose 
husband John is the hero general of 
the age. 

When we first encounter Anne she 
is still a princess, her stroppy Dutch 
brother-in-law King William appar¬ 
ently eager to sideline her due to her 
inability to produce an heir after sev¬ 
eral miscarriages and the death of her 
young son. 

She is also under the influence of 
the Duchess, upon whom she clearly 
has a crush, or maybe it is that she 
sees the woman she wants to be. 

But when she unexpectedly becomes 
queen, Anne gradually finds the cour¬ 
age and confidence to become a real 
ruler rather than a puppet for pow¬ 
er-hungry individuals and factions. 

There are not enough roles in the¬ 
atre for women aged over 30 but here 


we have two and the actors to make 
the most of them. Natascha McElhone 
is splendidly haughty and charismatic 
as the beautiful, confident Duch¬ 
ess, who finally over-reaches herself. 
Emma Cunniffe as Anne, who came to 
the role late because of the withdrawal 
of another actor, is utterly convincing 
as Anne, sad and hesitant but with a 
heart of English oak. 

There are many excellent support¬ 
ing roles, including Beth Park as the 
no-nonsense Abigail Hill, who helps 
Anne find her confidence, and Jon¬ 
athan Broadbent, as the comically 
tentative schemer Robert Harley, a 
blueprint for today’s politicians. 

Anyone who enjoyed the machina¬ 
tions and drama of Wolf Hall would 
surely also be impressed by Queen 
Anne. It continues at the Swan until 
January 23. 



Transform your kitchen without the hassle and cost of a full kitchen replacement. 


mt SUPERB CHOICE ✓ SUPERB VALUE ✓ SUPERB SERVICE 


WINTER SALE 


Delivering Quality and 
Unrivalled Value since 1982 

Avoid waste, retain your cabinets, save money and be kind to the 
environment 

Less upheaval and hassle of a rip-out 

From a simple door or worktop change to a complete kitchen makeover 
Our buying power means one thing - unbelievable prices & deals for you! 
Huge choice of worktops, from Laminate to Granite & Quartz —^ 

Hundreds of styles & finishes of doors 

Fast, immaculate installations by our experienced 
skilled workforce 

5 year guarantee on all workmanship 


OVER 30 YRS 
OF EXPERIENCE 


makeo ver 

COMPANY 


TALK TO OUR FRIENDLY STAFF TODAY 01384 913969 

or click www.themakeovercompany.co.uk 


UP TO 
HALF THE 
PRICE OF A 
NEW KITCHEN 


Kitchen Makeover Experts 
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By Leon Burakowski 
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FAST AND EFFECTIVE 
ADVERTISING RELIEF FOR YOUR 
RECRUITMENT HEADACHE 

What we can offer: 

Temporary and permanent positions 
In-paper and online advertising 
Free artwork and media planning 
Personal account manager 
C V library 

Strategic press releases 
Company profiles 
Fully tailored recruitment packages 
CV matching and sifting 
Weekly and monthly reviews 
Marketing and promotion 
Support press articles 
Banners and MPUs 
Twitter feeds 
Head hunting 
Links to external job sites 


FILL YOUR NEXT JOB 
VACANCY FOR ONLY 

£399+VAT 

GUARANTEED! 


This unbeatable package includes: 

• A 5x2 full colour advertisement in the Express & Star 

• A free repeat advert in your local Chronicle 

• Your job vacancy listed on jobs.expressandstar.com 
for two weeks 

• Free advert design 

. Free expert recruitment advice 

We guarantee to run your adverts until you successfully recruit 


Call our recruitment team on 01902 319645 




















Lucky driver escapes as 
truck impaled on fence 


A DRIVER had a lucky escape 
after his truck was left impaled 
on a 7ft metal fence after a crash 
outside a scaffolding firm. 

Paramedics carefully freed 
the man, believed to be in his 
50s, following the accident out¬ 
side Viking scaffolding in Shaw 
Road, Dudley. 

They arrived at the scene to 
find a blue and grey Crew-Cab 
perched on top of the yard’s 
fencing in at around 8.40am on 
Decenber 23. 

Medics said it was ‘remarka¬ 
ble’ the man was not seriously 
hurt. He sustained a suspected 
fractured collarbone, neck pain 
and some minor facial injuries. 

West Midlands Fire and Res¬ 
cue Service sent 10 firefighters, 
a paramedic area support officer, 
the West Midlands CARE team 
and the Midlands Air Ambu¬ 
lance from Cosford to the scene. 

They used scaffolding from 
the nearby yard to build a high 
platform in order to cut the man 
free of the wreck. 

No other vehicle was involved 
in the crash. 

West Midlands Ambulance 
Service Jamie Arrowsmith said: 
“On arrival, crews discovered a 
male patient, believed to be in 
his 50s, lying across the front 


two seats of his vehicle. Due to 
the damage caused in the in¬ 
cident he was trapped and the 
fire service worked quickly to 
stabilise the car in order for am¬ 
bulance staff to be able to fully 
assess the man. 

“Remarkably the man, who 
remained conscious throughout, 
had escaped serious injuries but 
was treated for minor injuries 
to his face, neck pain and a sus¬ 
pected fractured collarbone. 

Stretcher 

“It took approximately an 
hour to free the man who was 
immobilised with the use of a 
scoop stretcher before being 
moved on to the ambulance and 
transported to Russells Hall 
Hospital.” 

Nearby Midtherm worker 
Dave Berrington, aged 50, said: 
“I heard a huge bang and rushed 
outside to see the car planted on 
top of the steel fence. 

“There were a lot of firemen 
working to cut the top of the 
truck open and get the driver 
out. It was very chaotic. 

“I just don’t know how the 
truck could have ended up as 
high as that. Firemen told me 
the driver was the luckiest man 
alive.” 



The truck impaled on the 7ft metal fence at the scaffolding firm in Shaw Road, Dudley 



Firefighters work to free the driver and the car. Credit: West Midlands Ambulance Service 


Upturn in fortunes 
as school rated 
‘good’ by Ofsted 

A SEDGLEY school has completed a turnaround in its 
fortunes following its latest Ofsted report. 

Two years ago inspectors rated High Areal School as 
inadequate, placing the school into special measures. 

However, a new inspectors’ report has seen the school 
ranked as good across the board. 

High Areal was in special measures for more than a 
year after being handed the inadequate rating in Decem¬ 
ber 2013. 

Headteacher Jo Manson said: “I am delighted that Of¬ 
sted has recognised our inclusive ethos summed up by a 
student who told the inspectors ‘it’s OK to be different 
here’.” 

The four-strong team of inspectors concluded: “The 
principal and senior leaders have effectively communi¬ 
cated a culture of high expectations and the academy 
places great emphasis on ensuring that students’ well¬ 
being is at the core of what they do on a daily basis.” 

During their inspection the Ofsted team observed 40 
lessons and spoke to students, staff and governors. 

In their detailed report they praised the quality of 
teaching, the achievement of students and the curricu¬ 
lum that caters for the needs of all. 

The report highlighted that ‘rates of progress for disa¬ 
bled students or students with special educational needs 
have continued to rise rapidly’. 

The students were described as polite and courteous 
and behaved ‘consistently well in and around the acad¬ 
emy at all times of the day and they are clearly proud of 
their school’. 
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Brother is 
locked up 
for assault 
on his sister 


A BROTHER was reported to the police by 
his own sister after he pushed her and threw 
a milkshake over her, and as a result he was 
jailed. 

Simon Carr was locked up for a total of 18 weeks 
at Wolverhampton Crown Court because he had also 
breached a suspended sentence for theft. The court 


heard that the 24-year-ol 
Dudley, called his sister 
a ‘slag’ before drenching 
her in milkshake. 

Prosecutor Balvinder 
Bhatti told the court that 
Carr had pleaded guilty to 
a charge of common assault 
at magistrates court and he 
already had a suspended 
sentence hangimg pver him 
for a theft. 

She said: “On 13 October 
this year, in Dudley town 
centre, the defendant was 
with his sister and their 
friend, Ryan Fellowes. 

Pushing 

They were talking and an 
argument ensued. He called 
her a ‘sket’ and a ‘slag’, be¬ 
fore pushing her. 

“After this incident, she 
went home, followed shortly 
after by him. 

“She threatened to call 
the police on him, which 
caused a further argument. 
That was when he threw the 
milkshake over her. 

“He is the subject of a sus¬ 
pended sentence for theft, 
here are also convictions 
dating back to when he was 


l, from Stourbridge Road, 

By Nick Humphreys 

a juvenile for shoplifting 
and dishonesty.” 

The prosecutor contin¬ 
ued: “He was convicted for 
possession of cannabis in 
2011 and there was a fur¬ 
ther offence of battery, for 
which he received six weeks 
in a young offenders’ in¬ 
stitute due to breaching a 
suspended sentence for the 
possession of cannabis con¬ 
viction. 

“In 2014 he was sen¬ 
tenced for affray, and a com¬ 
munity order of 12 months 
was imposed.” 

Defence barrister Simon 
Hanns told judge Stephen 
Thomas: “I can’t ask much 
from your honour in terms 
of credit because the only 
condition on his suspended 
sentence was that he doesn’t 
offend again, which he has.” 

Carr was ordered to serve 
12 weeks in custody for 
the suspended sentence for 
theft, plus an additional six 
weeks for the assault upon 
his sister. 


Delays after collision 

Drivers were caught up in lengthy tailbacks after a 
smash in the middle of a busy crossroads on the Birming¬ 
ham New Road into Wolverhampton. Police were called to 
the junction with Parkfields Road, just before 2.30pm on 
Tuesday, December 22. 

Two cars were involved and the drivers were checked out 
at the scene but there were no serious injuries. 

One the same day a motorcyclist was taken to Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital in Birmingham with chest and sus¬ 
pected pelvic injuries following a crash with a bus in Cose- 
ley. The crash happened at the junction of Tunnel Street 
and Ivyhouse Lane at around 10am. 


Advertisement 


PUBLIC NOTICE 



Suites - Beds - Mattresses - Sofas 

All reduced to a fraction of their normal price 

NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED 

UP TO £1,000 PART EXCHANGE FOR YOUR OLD SUITE 

SOFAS AND CHAIRS MADE TO ORDER, ANY SIZE 

FREE HOME DELIVERY • FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD BED 

LARGE SELECTION OF FABRIC AND LEATHER SUITES 
2 & 3 SEATERS TO CLEAR FROM AN AMAZING £295 

VARIOUS COLOURS AND DESIGNS 



Odd Bases & 
Mattresses to 
Clear from 

£ 6 » 



3+1+1 SUITE 

1 ONLY 
WAS £2295 

NOW £595 


LUXURY 
4 DRAWER 
DIVAN 

1 ONLY 
WAS £995 

NOW £295 



DINING TABLE & CHAIRS 
10NLY 
WAS £595 

NOW £195 
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♦ * 


iQBtSHPV*' VAX* 

Made to Measure 

Recliners and Riser 
Recliners Available 

Your chair, designed to fit you 

EMHIfllEJ Sl£B© gEEfMIlD 

1000 fabrics. 100 leathers to choose from 


Dreamworld 

furniture 


8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 

Tel: 01384 295660 


LARGE FREE 
CAR PARK 


Three Piece Suites, Chairs, Beds, Carpets, Dining and Bedroom Furniture 
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Reporter Pete feels the heat while experiencing life at McDonald’s - and finds it’s ‘bloody hard work’ 



i —- 



McDonald’s Penn Road franchisee Abdul Sirkhot 


The busy Penn Road McDonald’s, Wolverhampton 


Pete hands over a meal to a drive-thru customer 


I’m not lovin’ it 


I t’s hard work. You have to 
be willing to push yourself, 
otherwise you won’t last 
here.” 

Abdul Sirkhot smiles as he 
talks me through the qualities re¬ 
quired of the typical McDonald’s 
staff member. 

We’re sitting in the back room of 
the Penn Road branch that he runs 
as franchisee - one of 11 under his 
wing across the Black Country and 
Birmingham. 

I’m about to get first hand of expe¬ 
rience of the job as an entry level 
worker, taking in an abridged version 
of the induction during which I’ll pre¬ 
pare and serve food and drinks. 

And I’m in safe hands. There 
are likely to be few people with a 
greater in-depth knowledge 
of the world’s biggest fast 
food chain than Abdul. 

He started out at the 
Baker Street branch in 
London in 1982, eight 
years after the firm 
opened its first UK 
restaurant. 

His first shift was 
spent scrubbing sink 
base boards, now 33 
years later he’s the boss of 
his own ever-expanding McEmpire. 

“McDonalds is in my blood,” he 
tells me. 

“For the first 20-25 years I worked 
seven days a week. It suited me, but 
working here is not for everyone. You 
need to be committed. 

“We can get very busy and the 
work is non-stop. We look for people 
who are happy to work hard. People 
come here for the service as well as 
the food. 

“You have to have a smile on your 
face.” 

You also have to be willing to start 
off on minimum wage. New starters 
get £6.71 an hour, which Abdul sets 
himself in line with company policy. 

But he refutes the ‘MeJob’ label, a 
slang term which references the com¬ 
pany to describe low-paying jobs with 
little or no chance of promotion. 

“Across the company 60 per cent 
of the business managers started out 
on hourly pay,” he told 
me. 

“The company 
thrives on advance¬ 
ment. We want people 
who start with us to 
prove their worth 
and work their way 
up through the com¬ 
pany. 

“Anyone who says 
this is low-end work 
is talking through 
ignorance. 

“We think the 
starting wage is 
decent. If you are 
good enough you 
will progress and 
earn more.” 

Keeping hold of staff has tradition¬ 
ally been a key issue at McDonald’s. 
Abdul employs 1,025 workers at his 


Report by 
PETER MADELEY 


i 




restaurants, but staff turnover is 
between 50 and 55 per cent a year. 

Recruitment boss Jazz Rooprai 
interviews between 45 and 50 poten¬ 
tial starters each week and has taken 
on 530 workers in the last 12 months. 

“We are a first job for a lot of peo¬ 
ple,” Jazz said. “The turnover is high 
because a lot of people come and work 
for us before going away to university. 

“Some of them come back. Ideally 
we want quality staff to stay with 
us for longer because we put a lot of 
work into training them for the role.” 

The role, as I was about to find out, 
involves working at speed 

After familiarising myself 
with the menu via a com¬ 
puter game it was time 
for a quick spin on 
the McDonald’s board 
game - designed to test 
workers’ knowledge 
of the firm and build 
team spirit. 

I was all set to 
enter the fray. 

Stepping behind the 
counter into the McDonald’s 
kitchen was like wandering into a 
whirlwind. 

To the outsider it’s a production 
line, but actually it’s six separate pro¬ 
duction lines all working simultane¬ 
ously. 

Assemble 

Burgers are cooked on a large stove 
and fed through to two prep lines, 
each featuring three staff who assem¬ 
ble and box them, before sliding them 
down to the production bin. 

I quickly learned the ‘bin’ as it is 
known, is the final frontier. 

The place where the Big Macs, 
Filets ‘o’ Fish and pretty much every 
other edible item are sent to before 
being served. 

An early cry of “five cheese, two in 
the bin,” led me to believe that blocks 
of cheddar had been thrown out with 
the rubbish. 

In fact I was being told that five 
cheese burgers were required but 
only two ready to go out to 
customers. 

Once there the food is 
distributed by the front 
of house staff. They call 
out the order - naming the 
items, never just the num¬ 
ber - to be collected by cus¬ 
tomers, but not before any 
accompanying drinks are col¬ 
lected. 

They are prepared on 
another line staffed by two 
people at busy times, and as a 
general rule must be served at 
the same time as the food. 

On top of this you have the 
drive-thru - the place where 60 
per cent of all orders are served. 

Decked out in my uniform - 
designed by Wayne Hemingway no 
less - I started off on prep line one 



cPerience 



Pete plays a training programme with recruitment boss Jazz Rooprai 


Pete making a Big Mac at 

under the guidance of assistant man¬ 
ager Stacey Talbot. I’m second in line, 
meaning buns are slid down to me by 
‘the initiator’, a colleague who, as it 
swiftly becomes apparent, works with 
incredible speed and precision. 

The order flashes on a screen above 
her head and in a split second she’s 
laid down two cheese burger wrappers 
and their accompanying buns. 

My job as ‘the assembler’ is to add 
the condiments and lettuce before 
handing over to ‘the finisher’, who 
adds the burgers and boxes or wraps 
up the finished item. 

My first effort saw ketchup squirt 


the Penn Road restaurant 

off the side of the bun. Within the 
blink of an eye it was swiped from in 
front of me and binned. 

“That’s a reject, we’ll start again,” 
says Stacey, a six-year McDonald’s 
veteran who started out at the Staf¬ 
ford Road branch. 

Effort number two sees the ketchup 
and mustard successfully applied, but 
I clumsily tear a piece of cheese in 
half, leading to more wastage and a 
further delay as I struggle to separate 
two pieces of the stuff that appear to 
be sealed together. 

By this stage ‘the initiator’ has the 
buns for a Big Mac, a Festive Feast 


and two boxes for six chicken nuggets 
getting lonely on the work surface in 
front of her. 

I’d been on the job less than 60 sec¬ 
onds and already I was flagging badly. 
Abdul appears and tells prep line one 
not to worry about the food count for 
next hour or so. 

Unbeknown to me at the time 
there’s fierce competition playing out 
between the two lines as to which one 
can churn out the most food over the 
course of an hour. 

Presentable 

The record for the Penn Road res¬ 
taurant is 491 - that’s more than 
eight burgers a minute. 

So not only were my bungling 
efforts scuppering a tried and tested 
system, I was also wreaking havoc 
with the in-house bragging rights. 

Eventually I managed 
to make a couple of pre¬ 
sentable burgers at a half 
decent pace, but then 
‘special orders’ started to 
appear. 

A filet without 
any tartare sauce, 
a plain hamburger, 
two Big Macs with¬ 
out any pickles. 

My head was 
spinning. For a 
while I had been 
gazing longingly at 
the drinks section. It 
looked easy. Stick a 
cup under a Coke tap 
and push a button - 
even I can do that. 

Or not as it turned 
out. The sheer num¬ 



ber of different drinks and cup sizes 
quickly got on top of me. 

“Every meal has a drink with it,” 
Stacey told me. “There’s a lot of pres¬ 
sure in the drinks section because the 
meal can’t be served to the customer 
if the drink isn’t ready to go.” 

I on the other hand, was ready to 
go - over to the serving area where I 
felt confident in my ability to smile at 
customers and hand over their food 
and drinks. 

But again I was completely useless, 
losing track of order numbers and 
never truly mastering how to close 
a Happy Meal box despite numerous 
attempts. 

Only during a brief sojourn at the 
drive-thru section did I come into my 
own. Exhausted I made a bee-line for 
the seating area and tucked into a 
Big Mac meal - one made by a pro¬ 
fessional rather than one of my own 
ham-fisted attempts. 

Watching the operation from afar 
it was clear that without my interfer¬ 
ence the whole things runs like clock¬ 
work. And it needs to with 30,000 
customers coming through the doors 
every week. 

Despite hundreds of items passing 
through the production bin every 
hour it never gets clogged up - a tes¬ 
tament to the speed and efficiency of 
the operation. 

“There’s a real sense of achieve¬ 
ment when the shift is over and you 
know you’ve done a good job,” said 
Abdul, stick thin despite his admis¬ 
sion that he eats McDonald’s almost 
every day. 

The ‘good job’ part certainly didn’t 
apply to my efforts, but I’m left with 
the feeling that it’s bloody hard work 
for £6.71 an hour. 


































An outing led to 60 
years of marriage 



Diamond wedding couple Barbara and Tony Han¬ 
son, of Brierley Hill, met on a trip to Stourport 

LOVE is still well and truly in the air for a couple who are 
celebrating their diamond wedding anniversary. 

Even though they both went to Lomey Town School, 
which used to be on Cradley Heath High Street, Tony and 
Barbara Hanson never properly met until after they left 
school. Their meeting happened in 1952, when Mr Hanson, 
now aged 82, went on an outing with his friends to the 
riverside resort town of Stourport in Worcestershire where 
the future Mrs Hanson, now 80, also happened to be there 
with friends. 

Mr Hanson said: “One thing led to another and three 
years later we were married. You could give me all the 
money in China, I couldn’t have done no better with Bar¬ 
bara — she’s the love of my life.” 

The couple, who now live in Brierley Hill, tied the knot 
on December 10, 1955, and went on to have a week’s hon¬ 
eymoon in Blackpool. Mrs Hanson worked at a raincoat 
making company in Netherton before going on to work at 
BSR in Old H ill assembling record players. Mr Hanson was 
a moulder for 15 years and later worked all over the coun¬ 
try for Russell & Russell as a heating engineer. 

They have four children, Sharon, 57, David, 55, Lisa, 47 
and Joanne, 45 and are kept busy with their seven grand¬ 
children and three great-grandchildren. 


increase in 
hot liquid 
attacks, 
say police 

ATTACKS involving boiling water, cigarettes 
and acid in the West Midlands have risen in 
the past four years. 

Figures released by West Midlands Police under 
the Freedom of Information Act showed that at¬ 
tacks from the use of boiling liquids and corrosive 
substances had increased since 2012. 

In 2012,13 were recorded, 
compared to 23 in 2015. 

West Midlands Police said 
acid attacks, which often 
leave victims horrifically 
scarred or disfigured, were 
‘unacceptable’ but stressed 
such incidents were rare. 

Force spokesman Peter 
Edney said: “It’s reassuring 
to see that these numbers 
remain low and the figures 
show that there has been 
only one actual acid attack 
in the last 12 months. 

Flammable 

“These kinds of attacks 
are completely unaccept¬ 
able.” 

There were four recorded 
acid attacks between 2012 
and 2015. One man also had 
corrosive liquid thrown at 
them. Another woman was 
doused in flammable liq¬ 
uid and a man had bleach 
thrown at him. 

Attacks using boiling liq¬ 
uids, including water and 
hot drinks, were also re¬ 
corded. In total 83 attacks 
between 2012 and 2015 in- 


Report by Simon Stone 

volved what was believed to 
be a corrosive substance. 

In July, shopkeeper Mo¬ 
hammed Tariq had acid 
thrown in his face when he 
was behind the counter in 
Lifestyle Express in Tividale 
before being slashed in the 
face with a knife in an un¬ 
provoked attack. 

In 2014, three men who 
were behind a sickening 
doorstep acid attack in a 
separate incident in Tividale 
which left a 20-year-old 
woman scarred for life were 
jailed for a total of 44 years. 

Mastermind Mohammed 
Rafiq paid Steven Holmes 
and Shannon Heaps £50 
each to carry out the acid 
attack on an ex-lover. 

Rafiq, of Cheshire Road, 
Smethwick, was jailed for 
18 years at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court. Holmes, of 
Queens Avenue, Smethwick, 
was jailed for 14 years with 
a four-year extended licence 
and Heaps, of Allan Close, 
was jailed for 12 years. 



Top of the pots dishes from the 1930s 


Museum demonstrator Ann Key and the recipe book that has been donated to the Black Country Living Museum 


A RARE 1938 cookbook called ‘Mod¬ 
ern Cookery Illustrated’ has been 
donated to the Black Country Living 
Museum in the hope it will educate 
future generations on what people ate 
and how they prepared meals in the 
past. 

Demonstrators now plan to put the 
recipes into practice in kitchens at the 
museum’s buildings off Tipton Road. 

Helen Taylor, who works as a cura¬ 
tor at the museum, said the cookbook 
would typically have been seen in a 
working class family home. 

“You would no doubt have seen this 
book with a new housewife. It may 
have been a present from her mother 
to show her the ropes in her new 
home,” she said. 


“The book probably wouldn’t have 
been in a big house as they may still 
have had servants, so it was would 
probably have gone to someone just 
starting out,” she explained. 

The book is written by Lydia Chat- 
terton and has tips on how to prepare 
dishes, such as rabbit and a calf’s 
head, and how to turn stale bread into 
a pudding. 

Unique 

Miss Taylor said: “Back then noth¬ 
ing went to waste, even stale bread 
was made into a pudding. This day and 
age we would probably just chuck out- 
of-date things in the bin. 

“It’s quite unique to see what was 
known as the modern way back then. 


“State-of-the-art cookers were the 
introduction of gas as houses were 
mainly built with ranges in. 

Miss Taylor explained that the book 
was dropped off by a lady who hoped it 
would be useful at the museum. 

She said: “We often get people com¬ 
ing in and offering to donate things. 
However, we didn’t manage to grab 
the name of the lady who left the book, 
so we’re hoping that she may see this 
article and realise how much interest 
it has gained. 

“The book is in really good con¬ 
dition. We now aim to use it in our 
demonstrations in the houses. We usu¬ 
ally focus on 1890 to 1910 but it would 
be good to bring in a later time period 
and put the book into practice.” 



OPENING HOURS: 

THURSDAY 24TH DECEMBER 

SUNDAY 27TH DECEMBER 

THURSDAY 31ST DECEMBER 

XMASEXE 

1000-1600 

NEW YEARS EVE 

0930-1800 

MONDAY 28TH DECEMBER 

0930-1800 

FRIDAY 25TH DECEMBER 

0930-1800 

FRIDAY 1ST JANUARY 

XMAS DAY -CLOSED 

TUESDAY 29TH DECEMBER 

0930-1800 

NEW YEARS DAY -CLOSED 

SATURDAY 26TH DECEMBER 

WEDNESDAY 30TH DECEMBER 

SATURDAY 2ND JANUARY 

BOXING DAY -0930-1800 

0930-1800 

0930-1800 


OPEN TO PUBLIC! NO MEMBERSHIP! 

TEL: 0800 OO 98 555 


BIRMINGHAM 

New Canal Street, Digbeth B5 5PL 

BILSTON 

Loxdale Street, Wolverhampton WV14 OTP 

All Prices Include VAT, *Cannot be used with any other offer 


Dudley Chronicle Thursday, December 31,2015 































Dudley Chronicle Thursday, December 31,2015 


20 


Express & Star Shop 



EXERCISE BIKE 


This is the perfect beginner’s 
exercise bike to help lose 
weight, burn calories and tone 
up. A built in computer monitor 
measures time, speed, distance 
and calories, so you can 
keep track of your progress. 
Developed from high quality, 
durable materials it is designed 
to allow for comfortable and 
reliable usage. Easy to follow 
instructions are included. 
Features include: 

• Adjustable saddle height of 
76-86cm from seat to pedal 

• Adjustable resistance levels 

• Maximum user weight: 100kg 


Only £69.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


• Dimensions: HllOcm x L82cm 
x W51cm 

D6703 


BodyFIT 


•••• 



ROWING MACHINE 


Only £79.99 plus £6.95 P&P 


Get a complete workout 
at home with this fantastic 
hydraulic rowing machine. 
Targeting every major muscle 
group in your body, it allows 
you to efficiently tone up 
and increase your aerobic 
endurance. With a six wheel 
carriage under the saddle for 
a smooth rowing action, the 
adjustable footplates provide 
greater ankle support during 
exercise. 

Featuring a Dial-A-Tension 
hydraulic cylinder with 
12 resistance levels and 
an adjustable incline to 
raise the difficulty as your 
fitness improves. There’s 
a computer monitor that 
measures your total stroke 
count, workout time, calories 
burned and strokes per 
minute. 



•■^1 Max user weight: 100kg. Measures: LI38.5 x W42.5 x H40cm and the monitor screen requires 1 x 
AA battery (included). 

D7772 

Please note that due to the weight of this product, delivery will take between 5 and 7 days and is charged 
at £6.95. 



Improve your cardiovascular fitness 
and increase mobility from the comfort 
of your own home with this great value 
electric treadmill. The clever design 
can be neatly folded away after use, 
making it ideal for rooms where space 
is limited. The easy-to-read display 
and central control panel gives you the 
option to view speed, time, distance 
and calories so that you can track your 
progress , and there are a choice of 
three automatic programmes lasting 
between 10 and 30 minutes. Maximum 
speed is 6 km/h. Minimum speed is 1 
km/h. 

Dimensions: L106 x 51 x 115cm (folds 
down to 28 x 51 x 115cm). Weighs 17kg. 
175cm power cord. Home assembly 
required. Maximum user weight: 100kg. 

D8829 

Please note that due to the weight of 
this product, delivery will take between 5 
and 7 days and is charged at £9.95. 


BODY FIT FOLDING 
TREADMILL 


Only £129.99 plus £9.95 P&P 





D6512 Red 


D6513 Grey 


PULSE MONITOR 
WATCH 


Only £14.99 plus £3.95 P&P 


BodyFIT 


•••• 


Whether running, cycling, or circuit training, this clever watch will monitor your pulse so that you can 
track your workout intensity and help improve your fitness. With an accurate heart rate reading and 
one-finger-touch pulse test, as well as calorie counter and stopwatch, this is a perfect accessory 
to keep your workout on track. Features: one-finger-touch pulse test, accurate heart-rate reading, 
exercise-duration counter, calorie counter, stopwatch with split time, 12-hour digital clock, alarm, 
calendar, unisex design. 


D6512 Red 
D6513 Grey 
D7241 White 


To order call 0871 911 7011* Quote 57161 
Online at EXPRESSANDSTARSHOP.CO.UK 

8am-8pm 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 21st September and 21st December 2015. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or 

replacement within 30 days. These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Airflo Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (57161), 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) Initial Surname 

PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 

3BE 


Address 


Postcode 


Email 


Tel. (for aueries onlv) 


1 enclose mv cheaue/PO made payable to BVG-AIRFLO LTD for £ 

Or please debit mv card £ 

EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No. 


My card number is: 


i i i i irrmi i i i i rrrn rm ai m/m a? m/m as rm 

“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 































Due to courier limitations we are unable to deliver this 

product outside mainland UK, to Scottish Highlands, Isles or TOTAL 

£3.95/£4.95/£6.95/£9.95 
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BBC 1 ■ BBC 2 


ITV 


Ch4 


Ch5 



Julie Andrews, The 
Sound of Music, on at 
1.15pm 

6.00 Breakfast Round-up of 
national and international news, 
plus the latest from the money 
markets. 9.00 FILM: Turbo (2013) 
Premiere. Animated adventure, with 
the voice of Ryan Reynolds. ★★★ 
10.25 FILM: Monsters vs Aliens 
(2009) Animated sci-fi comedy, with 
the voice of Reese Witherspoon. 
★★★ 11.55 Top of the Pops New 
Year With KDA, Tinie Tempah and 
Katy B, the Vaccines and Sigala. 
12.55 The Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s New Year Message 
The Most Rev Justin Welby delivers 
his New Year address. 1.00 BBC 
News at One; Weather 1.10 
Midlands Today; Weather 1.15 
FILM: The Sound of Music (1965) 
Rodgers and Hammerstein musical, 
starring Julie Andrews. ★★★★ 



The Many Faces of 
Ronnie Corbett, on at 
8.30pm 

6.35 FILM: Sinbad: Legend of the 
Seven Seas (2003) Animated 
adventure, with the voice of Brad 
Pitt. ★★★ 7.50 Natural World: 
Honey Badgers - Masters of 
Mayhem (R) 8.50 FILM: Viva Las 
Vegas (1964) Musical, starring 
Elvis Presley. ★★★ 10.15 Darcey’s 
Ballet Heroes Darcey Bussell 
considers the dancers who 
transformed male ballet. (R) 11.15 
New Year’s Day Vienna Concert 
2016 12.45 FILM: Little Women 
(1994) Period drama, starring 
Winona Ryder. ★★★ 2.40 FILM: 
The Eagle Has Landed (1976) A 
Nazi agent plans to kidnap Churchill 
as the prime minister spends the 
weekend in a Norfolk village. 
Wartime adventure, starring 
Michael Caine. ★★★ 



Gino’s Italian Escape - 
Islands in the Sun, on at 
8.00pm 

6.00 CITV: Dino Dan. (R) 6.10 Dino 
Dan (R) 6.25 Sooty (R) 6.40 Super 
4 (R) 7.00 Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series (R) 7.15 Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series (B) 7.30 Mr 
Bean: The Animated Series (R) 
7.45 Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series (R) 8.00 Oddbods (R) 8.05 
A Grizzly New Year Tale (R) 8.35 
Almost Naked Animals (R) 8.50 
Almost Naked Animals (R) 9.10 
Horrid Henry (R) 9.25 Dickinson’s 
Real Deal (R) 10.30 Judge Rinder 
(R) 11.30 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 12.25 Celebrity 
Squares With Sarah Millican, Ana 
Matronic, Joe Lycett and Tess Daly. 
(R) 1.10 ITV Lunchtime News; 
Weather. 1.25 FILM: Dr No (196§)J 
James Bond spy thriller, starrin 
Sean Connery. ★★★★ 



Matthew Broderick 
stars, Inspector Gadget, 
on at 11.15pm 

7.30 The Big Bang Theory The 

gang celebrates Star Wars Day. (R) 

7.55 The Big Bang Theory Penny 

gets fired from the movie. (R) 8.20 
FILM: Planet 51 (2009) An 

astronaut travels to another world 
where the alien inhabitants believe 
him to be the scout for a planned 
invasion. Animated sci-fi comedy, 
with the voice of Dwayne Johnson. 
★★★ 10.10 The Simpsons (R) 
10.40 The Simpsons Lisa accepts 
an invitation to join aWiccan coven. 
(R) 11.15 FILM: Inspector Gadget 
(1999) Disney comedy adventure, 
starring Matthew Broderick. ★ 

12.55 Channel 4 Racing Nick Luck 
presents live coverage of six races. 
From Cheltenham, races start at 

5^20, 1.55, 2.30 and 3.05. From 
/tfcsselburgh, at 1.35 and 2.10. 



Entertaining famous 
faces, An Audience with 
Ken Dodd, on at 9.00pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.35 FILM: 
Thomas & Friends: Sodor’s 
Legend of the Lost Treasure 
(2015) Premiere. Animated 
adventure, featuring the voice of 
Joseph May. ★★★ 10.50 FILM: 
Carry On Cabby (1963) The 
neglected wife of a workaholic taxi 
owner secretly launches a rival cab 
firm using women drivers to tempt 
customers away from him. Comedy, 
starring SidWam*. (b/w) ★★★ 
12.35 FILM: Harry and the 
Hendersons (1987) A family’s 
holiday in the mountains is thrown 
into turmoil by arrfencounter with 
the legendary Bigfoot, whom they 
end up taking home. Comedy, with 
John Lithgow. ★★ 2.45 FILM: 
Dracula: Dead and Loving It 
(1995) With Leslie Nielson. ★ 


4.05 


Shaun the Sheep: The 
Farmer’s Llamas (R) 
Wreck-lt Ralph 
( 2012 ) Premiere. 
Animated adventure, 
with the voice of John C 
Reilly and Sarah 
Silverman. ★★★ 

BBC News 

Midlands Today; 
Weather 

EastEnders Mick and 
Linda’s wedding day 
arrives. 

Billionaire Boy Len 

Spud and his 12-year-old 
son Joe become 
billionaires when Len 
invents a new toilet roll. 
However, the money fails to 
bring them happiness. 
John Thomson stars. 
EastEnders With Dean 
now outed as the black 
sheep of the family, he 
continues his revenge plot 
against the Carters. 
Dickensian Compeyson 
goes to desperate lengths 
to make Miss Havisham 
notice him, and Martha 
Cratchit’s wedding plans 
are thrown into turmoil by 
an unexpected knock at 
the door. 

Sherlock The apparent 
ghost of a woman who took 
her own life prow® the 
streets of London with an 
unslakeable thirst for 
revenge, forcing Holmes to 
use all his cunning to 
defeat her. 

10.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys 
New Year Special A 

handsome stranger reveals 
he only has eyes for one 
special woman - Agnes 
Brown. The second of two 
festive instalments of the 
comedy, written by and 
starring Brendan O’Carroll. 
11.10 BBC News; Weather. 
11.25Midlands Today; 
Weather; National Lottery 
Update 

11.35Adele at the BBC The 

singer-songwriter chats to 
Graham Norton about life 
and career, and is 
accompanied by her band 
on classic tracks and 
songs from her album 25. 

(R) 

12.50 Weather for the Week 
Ahead 12.55 BE 


4.30 


6.05 

6.20 

6.30 


7.00 


8.00 


8.30 


9.00 


4.50 Gorilla Family and Me 

Part two of two. Gordon 
Buchanan revisits the 
apes. (R) 

5.50 The Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s New Year 
©essage The Most Rev 
Justin Welby delivers his 
New Year address. (R) 

5.55 The Terminal (2004) 
Comedy, starring Tom 
Hanks and Catherine 
Zeta-Jones. ★★★ 

8.00 Christmas University 
Challenge 2015 Two 
teams of distinguished 
graduates compete on 
behalf of their former 
universities in the final of 
the festive edition of the 
quiz. Jeremy Paxman 
hosts. Last in the series. 

8.30 The Many Faces of 
Ronnie Corbett Profiling 
the TV comedy actor who 
found fame at the relatively 
late age of 36 via the Frost 
Report, revealing some 
lesser-known details omfe 
life and career. 

9.30 The One Ronnie 

Comedy show from 2010 in 
which Ronnie Corbett 
celebrates his 80th birthday 
with a series of sketches. 
Featuring guest stars 
including David Walliams, 
Matt Lucas and Miranda 
Hart. (R) 

10.20 Catch Me If You Can 
( 2002 ) A conman lies 
his way across America, 
posing as a pilot, a 
doctor and a lawyer, 
while outwitting the FBI 
at every turn. Fact- 
based drama, starring 
Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Tom Hanks, Christopher 
Walken and Martin 
Sheen. ★★★ 

12.30 FILM: Shadow of a Doubt 
(1943) Alfred Hitchcock’s thriller, 
starring Joseph Cotten. (b/w) 
★★★★2.15 Top Gear: From AtoZ 
Part two of two. Alphabetical 
highlights from the Clarkson, May 
and Hammond era. (R) 3.15 Sign 
Zone: Hugh’s War on Waste Hugh 
Fearnley-Whittingstall sets out to 
reduce the amount of food we 
waste. (R) 4.15 Sign Zone: The 
Secrets of the Mona Lisa Exploring 
major new findings about Leonardo 
da Vinci’s famous masterpiece. (R) 
5.15 This Is BBC Two 




3.35 Midsomer Murders (R) 

5.35 Wild River with Ray 
Mears 

6.40 ITV Evening News; 

Weather. 

7.00 Emmerdale Debbie visits 
Charity in prison, and the 
experience leaves her 
determined to leave town 
for good, while Chas is 
shocked by Gordon’s 
account of his life since 
they split up. 

7.30 Coronation Street Carla 
tells Johnny she will keep 
his secret if he leaves the 
factory and moves away, 
and gets more than she 
bargained for during a 
game of roulette with 
Robert. 

8.00 Gino’s Italian Escape 
- Islands in the Sun 

Gino D’Acampo ends his 
tour of Sicily by making 
cannoli, climbing the 
craters of Mount Etna and 
visiting a town that featured 
in the Godfather movies. 
Last in the series. 

8.30 Coronation Street Carla 
swears Robert to secrecy 
after their moment of 
passion, and Roy tries to 
forget the incriminating 
letter which reveals Alan 
had an affair with Cathy’s 
sister, Nessa. 

9.00 The Big Quiz - 
Coronation Street v 
Emmerdale Stephen 
Mulhern hosts as stars 
from the soaps are tested 
on the biggest events and 
the funniest moments in 
the Yorkshire Dales and on 
the cobbles during 2015. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 
10.15 The Jonathan Ross 
Show Christmas 
Special The host subjects 
another batch of celebrity 
guests to no-holds-barred 
questioning. Plus, musical 
performances by (R) 

11.20 American Pie: The 
Wedding (2003) The 
friends reunite to 
celebrate Jim and 
Michelle’s forthcoming 
trip to the altar - but 
events quickly spiral out 
of control. Comedy 
sequel, with Jason 
Biggs. ★★★ 

1.00 Jackpot247 


3.35 The Golden 
Compass (2007) 

Fantasy adventure, 
starring Dakota Blue 
Richards and Nicole 
Kidman. ★★★ 

5.50 Channel 4 News 

Including sport 
weather. 

6.00 Tangled (2010) 

princess locked in a 
tower by a witch 
escapes with the aid of 
a bandit and tries to find 
her way home. Disney 
animation, with the 
voices of Mandy Moore 
and Zachary Levi. ★★★ 
8.00 Jamie and Jimmy’s 
Friday Night Feast New 
series. Orlando Bloom 
joins hosts Jamie Oliver 
and Jimmy Doherty to 
rustle up a Moroccan 
tagine. Plus, Asian seafood 
parcels and a great British 
banger that can be trusted. 
9.00 A Good Day to Die 
Hard (2013) Premiere. 
John McClane goes to 
Moscow and helps his 
CIA agent son stop the 
Russian Mob from 
stealing nuclear 

weapons. Action 
adventure sequel, with 
Bruce Willis and Jai 
Courtney. ★★ 

11.00 Rude Tube: Welcome 
to 2016 A real-life Alan 
Partridge, 50 Shades of 
Grey in Lego and Darth 
Vader on a mini Segway 
are among the items 
featured as Alex Zane 
marks the end of 2015 with 
a series compilation. 

1.10 FILM: Damien: Omen II 
(1978) The Devil’s son is now in his 
teens and has come to terms with 
his demonic fate, unleashing 
another series of murders. Horror 
sequel, with Jonathan Scott-Taylor 
and William Holden. ★★★ 3.00 
Friday Night Dinner Mum and 
Dad’s anniversary goes awv. (R) 
3.25 You Deserve This House A 
woman who runs a swimming club 
for youngsters with disabilities.V(R) 
4.20 Location, Location, Location 
Two couples who returned to the UK 
after travelling the world. (R) 5.15 
Hugh’s 3 Good Things: Best Bites 
A recipe for a baked potato stuffed 
with curried mushrooms. (R) 5.20 
Deal or No Deal (R) 


4.30 Greystoke: The 
Legend of Tarzan, 
Lord of the Apes 
(1984) Drama, starring 
Christopher Lambert. 
★★★ 

f.00 World’s Strongest Man 
Final 2015 Action from 
the Grand Final of the 
competition, which took 
place in Malaysia, as the 10 
competitors who made it 
past the heats went head to 
head for the trophy. Last in 
the series; 5 News Update 
8.00 Christmas with the 
Double Acts An hour of 
side-splitting fun with some 
of the greatest double acts 
to have graced the small 
screen, proving that when 
it comes to comedy, two 
are often better than one; 
(R) 5 News Update 
9.00 An Audience with Ken 
Dodd Comedy and 
entertainment from the 
Liverpudlian comedian, as 
he celebrates his long 
career in showbusiness 
with the help of an all-star 
audience. (R) 

10.55 Greatest Stand-Up 

ComediansAcountdown 
of the 50 funniest people to 
have performed stand-up 
routines, featuring Tommy 
Cooper, Joan Rivers and 
Robin Williams. With 
contributions by Paul 
Hogan and Ross Noble. (R) 

1.55 SuperCasino Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel 
spins and lively chat from the 
presenting team. 3.10 Loch 
Lomond: A Year in the Wild It is 
June at Loch Lomond and 
Trossachs Natioiw^^k, and 
cameras follow the newborns as 
they learn to fight, find food and 
avoid predators. (R) 4.00 Loch 
Lomond: A Year in the Wild 
Cameras document autumn events 
at Loch Lomond and the Trossachs 
National Park, atimeforthe red deer 
rut, when stags battle for the right to 
breed. (R) 4.45 House Doctor Ann 
Maurice helps a couple spruce up 
their tiny cottage in a bid to make it 
more attractive to prospective 
buyers, using smfell furniture to 
create an illusion of space. (R) 5.10 
House Doctor Advice for a couple 
desperate to sell their Bournemouth 
home. (R) 



FORCES SUPPORT 

H0*CAJ1*S cun FALLXM 


PLEASE DONATE FURNITURE, 
RRIC-A-RRAC & CLOTHES 


Your donations will be used to support bereaved military 
families with hands on practical support projects 
throughout the UK 


Charity number: 1157531 


Please phone 01215250973 


WINDOW 

DOCTOR 

CANT AFFORD TO REPLACE 

UPVC then why not just revamp! 

BROKEN UNITS REPAIRED FROM £12 


Old looking handles, letterboxes etc. can be replaced 
Draughty windows can be re-sealed, gaskets replaced 
Doors can be adjusted to prevent draughts 
New locking systems, barrels and keys 
Any problems please call for free quote and advice 
We are a company you can trust trading for over 25 years 

FREE QUOTES ON ALL WINDOWS, 
DOORS, ROOFLINES ETC 

Part of the Lifestyle Windows Group 

www.lifestylewmdowsofkingswinford.co.uk 

01384 295855 

Building 26, Unit 5 First Avenue, Pensnett 
Trading Estate, Kingswinford DY6 7TB 


THE CROWN 

AT SEDGLEY 


Award Winning Carvery 

SOUP & CARVERY 

ONLY £5.99 

Sunday Carvery £8.49 12pm - 8pm 

Soup and Carvery served Monday - Saturday 
12.00pm until 8.00pm 


The Crown, High Street, Sedgley DY3 1RJ 
Tel: 01902 664308 

As a thank you for your custom in 2015, we would 
like to offer you discount vouchers for 2016 


20% OFF 

YOUR CARVERY IN JANUARY 

upon presentation of this voucher 
The offer is for carvery only and does NOT include drinks 
Valid Monday - Saturday all day and on Sundays AFTER 6PM I 


10% OFF 

YOUR CARVERY IN FEBRUARY 

Not valid on 14th February 2016 
upon presentation of this voucher 
The offer is for carvery only and does NOT include drinks 
Valid Monday - Saturday all day and on Sundays AFTER 6PM 
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SATURDAY’S TV JANUARY 2 


CHOICE 



Alexander Armstrong 

Bruce’s Hall of Fame with 
Alexander Armstrong 
(BBC1, 6pm) 

When Bruce Forsyth fell at his 
home and suffered minor 
concussion in October, he was 
told to rest for a few days. 

Fronting this show was out of the 
question, so Alexander 
Armstrong, who was due to be a 
guest on the strand, has stepped 
in to fill the gap. Joining him in 
paying tribute to their inspirations 
are comedian and actress 
Catherine Tate; former Pussycat 
Doll Kimberley Wyatt; Australian 
actor, singer and dancer Adam 
Garcia; EastEnders actress and 
singer Shona McGarty; Britain’s 
Got Talent runner-up, magician 
and illusionist Jamie Raven, and 
West-End star Beverley Knight. 
Paying homage to their heroes, 
they discover what it’s like to 
perform as their showbiz legends 
would have done. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen. 

11.30 James Martin: Home Comforts. 
12.00 BBC News; Weather. 12.10 
Football Focus. 12.50 Saturday 
Sportsday. 1.00 Live Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Coverage of the opening 
day of the tournament. 4.30 Final Score. 

5.10 Celebrity Mastermind. 5.40 BBC 
News. 5.50 Regional Programme. 

6.00 Bruce’s Hall of Fame with 

Alexander Armstrong. Presenter 
Alexander Armstrong steps in for 
host Bruce Forsyth as seven 
famous faces are given a chance 
to pay homage to their idols. 
Comedienne Catherine Tate, 
former Pussycat Doll Kimberly 
Wyatt, actor Adam Garcia, West 
End actress Beverley Knight, 
comedienne Katherine Ryan, 
EastEnders star Shona McGarty 
and Britain’s Got Talent runner-up 
Jamie Raven take to the stage to 
enjoy a moment in the limelight as 
their favourite stars. 

7.10 Film: Iron Man 3. (2013) 

Premiere. The armoured avenger 
hunts for the mastermind behind 
an untraceable series of 
bombings, despite being cut off 
from his usual resources and 
traumatised by a recent brush with 
death. His search uncovers a 
secret conspiracy involving a drug 
that renders the user 
indestructible. Superhero 
adventure sequel, starring Robert 
Downey Jr, Gwyneth Paltrow and 
Don Cheadle. 

9.10 Casualty. As Cal struggles to deal 
with his recent terrifying 
discovery, he discovers he is 
much braver than he realises. 
Hospital drama, starring Richard 
Winsorand Lee Mead. 

10.00 The National Lottery Live. Gaby 
Roslin presents as the all- 
important winning numbers are 
revealed. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League fixtures, including 
West Ham United v Liverpool, 
Manchester United v Swansea City 
and Watford v Manchester City; 
National Lottery Update. 

12.00 Film: Black Death. (2010) A naive 
monk joins a band of mercenaries on a 
mission to expose witchcraft as the 
bubonic plague sweeps the country. 
Medieval thriller, starring Sean Bean. 

1.35 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.40 
BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.10 Race to Super Bowl 50. (R) 7.00 
Film: The Valley of Gwangi. (1969) 8.35 
Film: Merrill’s Marauders. (1962) 10.10 
Animal Park. (R) 11.10 Natural World. 

(R) 12.00 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. (R) 12.30 Len and Ainsley’s 
Big Food Adventure. (R) 1.15 Sex 
Symbols: Talking Pictures. 1.55 Film: 

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof. (1958) Drama, 
starring Paul Newman and Elizabeth 
Taylor. 3.40 Coast. (R) 4.30 Live Darts: 
BDO World Championships. 5.40 
Growing Up Wild: Natural World. (R) 

6.40 Flog It! Paul Martin looks into the 
history of Wellington College, 
Berkshire, where experts Elizabeth 
Talbot and Philip Serrell evaluate 
antiques before the auction. (R) 

7.40 The Many Faces of Ronnie 
Corbett. Profiling the TV comedy 
actor who found fame at the 
relatively late age of 36 via the 
Frost Report, revealing some 
lesser-known details of his life and 
career. (R) 

8.40 Dad’s Army. (R) 

9.10 Leningrad and the Orchestra That 
Defied Hitler. Amanda Vickery 
and Tom Service tell the story of 
the remarkable performance at the 
Philharmonic Hall in Leningrad in 
1942 of Shostakovich’s 7th 
Symphony. In the midst of a siege 
that would ultimately kill around 
750,000 civilians, an orchestra of 
starving musicians was assembled 
to perform the composer’s latest 
work, which itself had to be 
smuggled into the city after being 
completed while Shostakovich had 
been evacuated. This film explores 
the development of the music and 
features extracts from the 
symphony, filmed in the same 
location as the historic concert, 
and conducted by Maxim 
Shostakovich, the composer’s 
son. 

10.40 Ql XL. An extended edition, in 
which question-master Stephen 
Fry probes the subject of Messing 
with Your Mind, with Sarah 
Millican, Tommy Tiernan, Josh 
Widdicombe and Alan Davies. 

11.25 Darts: BDO World 

Championships. Action from the 
opening day at the Lakeside 
Country Club in Frimley Green, 
which featured first-round 
matches in the men’s and ladies’ 
competitions. 

12.15 Darts: BDO World Championships 
- Extra Time. 2.15 Film: Horror Hospital. 
(1973) 3.40 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.20 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: Share 
a Story. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 7.10 
Sooty. (R) 7.20 Super 4. (R) 7.35 Mr 
Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 8.05 The 
Aquabats! Super Show! (R) 8.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.00 The Tom & 
Jerry Show. (R) 9.15 The Tom & Jerry 
Show. (R) 9.25 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 
10.15The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.20 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.20 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.30 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 1.30 Catchphrase. (R) 2.15 
Off Their Rockers. (R) 2.45 Film: From 
Russia with Love. (1963) James Bond 
thriller, starring Sean Connery. 5.00 
Panda Babies. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed. New 

series. Harry Hill narrates a 
comical selection of mishaps 
filmed by viewers. 

7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. New series. 
Competitors from across the 
nation test their strength, speed 
and courage in this obstacle- 
course challenge, hosted by Ben 
Shephard, Rochelle Humes and 
Chris Kamara. Those who make it 
to the end of the adrenaline-fuelled 
mission face one final task - 
scaling the heights of a tower 
named Mount Midoriyama - as the 
battle it out for the title of Ninja 
Warrior UK. 

8.00 Take Me Out. New series. A 
cosmetics consultant, a video 
marketing whiz, a children’s 
football coach and an account 
manager set out to impress a line¬ 
up of single women. 

9.00 Film: The Dark Knight. (2008) In 
the sequel to Batman Begins, the 
masked hero finds a new ally in his 
war on organised crime in 
Gotham’s crusading new district 
attorney, Harvey Dent. However, 
both men are pushed to their limits 
by the rise of the Joker, a criminal 
mastermind spreading chaos and 
destruction throughout the city for 
his own amusement. Comic-book 
thriller, starring Christian Bale, 
Aaron Eckhart and an Oscar- 
winning Heath Ledger. Continues 
after the news. 

10.05 ITV News; Weather. 

10.25 Film: The Dark Knight. (2008) 
Concluded. 

12.15 Jackpot247.3.00 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.30 
Film: The War of the Worlds. (1953) Sci- 
fi drama, starring Gene Barry. 8.00 The 
Morning Line. 9.00 Film: True Grit. 
(1969) Western, starring John Wayne. 
11.40 Film: Thunderbirds. (2004) Sci-fi 
adventure, starring Bill Paxton. 1.30 
Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage from 
Sandown Park, Ayr and Chelmsford City. 
4.00 Channel 4 News. 4.20 The 
Simpsons. (R) 4.50 Film: Mission: 
Impossible. (1996) Action thriller, 
starring Tom Cruise. 

6.50 Film: Mission: Impossible 2. 
(2000) Secret agent Ethan Hunt is 
sent to find and destroy the only 
sample of a deadly man-made 
virus. However, he faces tough 
opposition in a former spy-turned- 
criminal mastermind who has 
already acquired the cure and now 
wants the pathogen itself. Director 
John Woo’s action thriller sequel, 
starring Tom Cruise, Dougray 
Scott, Thandie Newton and 
Anthony Hopkins. 

9.00 The World’s Greatest Spy 

Movies. A countdown of the 10 
most thrilling espionage films of 
all time, chosen by real spies and 
spy-masters from MI6, the CIA 
and the KGB. The programme 
untangles fact from fiction, from 
Le Carre-style gritty realism to the 
outlandish espionage fantasies of 
Jason Bourne, and British 
superhero James Bond, revealing 
which film comes closest to the 
truth, and which has won the 
number one spot. 

10.35 Film: Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy. 

(2011) A former intelligence 
operative is brought out of 
retirement to uncover a Soviet 
mole in a high-ranking position in 
MI6. Cold War thriller, starring 
Gary Oldman and Colin Firth. 

1.00 Film: Marley. (2012) Documentary 
about Bob Marley, examining his life and 
his enduring political and musical impact. 
3.30 TFI New Year’s Eve. Chris Evans 
prepares to welcome in the new year with 
a mix of chat, raucous stunts and music, 
with Oily Murs, Quentin Tarantino, Sia 
and New Order, the Vaccines and Izzy 
Bizu. (R) 5.00 Phil Spencer: Secret 
Agent. The property expert offers advice 
to a woman in Waterlooville, Hampshire, 
who has been trying to sell her three-bed 
terrace for six months without any luck. 
(R) 5.50 How I Met Your Mother. 

Marshall becomes terrified of his boss 
after seeing him yell at a colleague and 
begins to question whether he can justify 
staying in his job. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 9.30 The Saturday 
Show. 11.30 Loch Lomond: A Year in the 
Wild. (R) 12.30 Loch Lomond: A Year in 
the Wild. (R) 1.25 Film: Columbo Goes 
to the Guillotine. (1989) Detective drama, 
starring Peter Falk. 3.20 Film: Columbo: 
Candidate for Crime. (1973) Detective 
drama, starring Peter Falk. 5.15 The Hunt 
for Hitler’s Missing Millions. (R) 

6.10 World War II in Colour. The story 
of the global conflict told using 
colourised archive footage, 
beginning with an examination of 
its origins. Narrated by actor 
Robert Powell. (R) 

7.00 Ben Fogle: New Lives in the 
Winter Wonderland. The 
adventurer travels to Alaska to visit 
Bretwood Higman and Erin 
McCittrick, who hiked 4,000 miles 
to get to their new home, where 
they are now bringing up their two 
children. They spend half the year 
in a self-built Mongolian-style yurt 
on the mountainside, with the 
other six months dedicated to 
hiking in the region’s wildernesses. 
(R) 

8.00 Building the Ice Hotel. The work 
of builders constructing Icehotel, a 
sophisticated structure built every 
year since 1990 in the village of 
Jukkasjarvi - more than 120 miles 
inside the Arctic Circle. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football League Tonight. Kelly 
Cates and George Riley present 
extended highlights of the 
weekend’s top matches, including 
Middlesbrough v Derby County at 
the Riverside Stadium in the 
Championship and Sheffield 
United v Peterborough United at 
Bramall Lane in League One. Boro 
and the Rams are both considered 
as strong contenders to gain 
automatic promotion back to the 
Premier League, so a win over one 
of their rivals would be seen as a 
morale boost for both. Plus, all the 
goals from League Two, were 
matches included Portsmouth v 
Crawley Town at Fratton Park. 
10.30 20 Moments That Rocked Talent 
Shows. A journey through the 
instances that rocked the genre 
and the fall-out that followed. (R) 

11.55 Access. Showbiz news and 
gossip. 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Loch Lomond: 
A Year in the Wild. (R) 4.00 World’s 
Strongest Man 2015. (R) 4.50 Make It 
" ' of Jarm. (R) 


Big. (R) 5.40 Angels of Ji 


DIGITAL 


BBC Three 

7.00 Great TV Mistakes 7.10 Top Gear 
8.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 9.10 Sherlock 
10.45 Family Guy 1.20 Together 3.50 
Great TV Mistakes 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Stories from the Dark Earth: Meet 
the Ancestors Revisited 8.00 Castles - 
Britain’s Fortified History 9.00 The Young 
Montalbano 10.50 The Kate Bush Story: 
Running Up That Hill 11.50 Kate Bush at 
the BBC 12.50 An Evening with Glen 
Campbell 2.10 Country at the BBC 3.40 
Close 
ITV2 

11.50 The Big Quiz-Coronation Street v 
Emmerdale 12.50 Catchphrase 1.30 
Film: The Little Vampire (2000) 3.30 
Film: Horrid Henry: The Movie (2011) 

5.25 Film: Liar Liar (1997) 7.05 Film: 
Evan Almighty (2007) 9.00 Take Me Out 
-The Gossip 10.00 Film: Bridget Jones’s 
Diary (2001) 12.00 Film: American Pie 

(1 999) 1.50 Totally Bonkers Guinness 
World Records 2.40 Teleshopping 5.40 
ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.25 Film: Emma (1 996) 1.55 Foyle’s 
War 3.55 Film: Columbo: Agenda for 
Murder (1 990) 5.55 Midsomer Murders 
8.00 Foyle’s War 10.00 Lewis 12.00 
Marchlands 1.05 The Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes 2.05 ITV3 Nightscreen 
2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.50 Storage Wars 12.45 Film: 

Spartacus (1960) 4.30 Film: Superman 
(1978) 7.35 Film: Space Cowboys 
(2000) 10.00 Film: Magnum Force 
(1973) 12.35 Film: Inside Man (2006) 
3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 Made in Chelsea: New Year 12.00 
Couples Come Dine with Me 2.00 
Rude(ish) Tube 3.00 Film: Toy Story OF 
TERROR! (2013) 3.25 Toy Story Toons 
4.00 Ice Age: A Mammoth Christmas 

4.25 Film: Casper (1 995) 6.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: The Twilight 
Saga: Breaking Dawn - Part 2 (2012) 

11.15 Gogglebox 12.55 The 
Inbetweeners 1.55 The IT Crowd 2.55 
Gogglebox 3.35 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

11.00 Rio (2011) 1.00 Stuart Little 
(1999) 2.45 The Muppet Christmas Carol 
(1992) 4.35 Bandslam (2009) 6.45 The 
Family Stone (2005) 9.00 Rise of the 
Planet of the Apes (2011) Sci-fi thriller, 
starring James Franco. 11.05 Scary 
Movie (2000) 12.45 Scary Movie 2 
(2001) 2.20 Silent House (2011) 4.00 
Close 
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SUNDAY’S TV JANUARY 3 


CHOICE 



Gillian Anderson 


War & Peace 
(BBC1, 9pm) 

Writer Andrew Davies, the man 
who turned Pride and 
Prejudice’s Mr Darcy into a sex 
symbol, is now hoping he can 
transform Leo Tolstoy’s tome 
into a small-screen classic. The 
latest adaptation opens in 
1805, and as Russia declares 
war on Napoleon Bonaparte’s 
French army, the lives of Pierre 
Bezukhov (Paul Dano), Andrei 
Bolkonsky (James Norton) and 
Natasha Rostova (Lily James) 
are about to change forever. 
Pierre is the illegitimate son of a 
wealthy count on the verge of 
death, his best friend Andrei is 
equally unhappy and eager for 
the challenge of war, and in 
Moscow, spirited teenager 
Natasha is desperate to 
experience life and love. The 
supporting cast includes Gillian 
Anderson and Jim Broadbent. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 8.00 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.30 Wanted Down Under. (R) 10.15 
Homes Under the Hammer. (R) 11.15 
Money for Nothing. (R) 12.00 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Britain’s Muslim Soldiers. 1.55 Eat Well 
for Less? (R) 2.55 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 3.25 Billionaire Boy. (R) 
4.25 Songs of Praise. 5.00 Great Barrier 
Reef with David Attenborough. (R) 

6.00 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile Compilation: Winter 
Wildlife. Ellie Harrison reports 
from the Cotswold Water Park, 
where she helps with winter 
maintenance and finds out about a 
plan to study birds’ underwater 
habits using plastic ducks. Matt 
Baker reports on Irish hares, Julia 
Bradbury goes in search of seals 
in Norfolk, Richard Taylor-Jones 
captures animals on camera, and 
Adam Henson helps bring Exmoor 
ponies down from the moors. 

Plus, a look back at the most 
memorable moments from the 
series featuring winter wildlife. 
Including Weather For The Week 
Ahead. 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. Granville 
discovers a gap in the shop’s 
security, and finds his efforts to 
matchmake Gastric and Madge 
threatened by a neighbour’s home 
cooking. A cherry picker causes 
anxiety. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the show from Bowood 
House in Wiltshire, where the 
items brought in to be valued 
include an account of the sinking 
of the Titanic by an officer who 
survived. 

9.00 War & Peace. New series. Andrew 
Davies’ adaptation of Tolstoy’s 
epic story of five aristocratic 
families experiencing Napoleon’s 
invasion of Russia in 1805. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s two 
Premier League matches, which 
were Crystal Palace v Chelsea at 
Selhurst Park and Everton v 
Tottenham Hotspur at Goodison 
Park. 

11.35 Film: The Road. (2009) Drama, 
starring Viggo Mortensen, Kodi 
Smit-McPhee and Charlize Theron. 
1.15 Weatherfor the Week Ahead. 1.20 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.30 The A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 

7.15 Monty Don’s Italian Gardens. (R) 

8.15 Countryfile Compilation: The 
Farming Year. (R) 9.15 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 10.45 Len and Ainsley’s Big 
Food Adventure. (R) 11.30 Len and 
Ainsley’s Big Food Adventure. (R) 12.15 
MOTD2 Extra. 1.00 Live Darts: BDO 
World Championships. Coverage of the 
second day of the tournament. 5.00 Flog 
It! (R) 

6.00 The Great History Quiz: The 
Tudors. Kirsty Young asks the 
questions in this quiz which sees 
two teams of historians, captained 
by Lucy Worsley and Dan Snow, 
answer questions on all aspects of 
Tudor life. The contestants are 
writer and broadcaster Anna 
Whitelock, Horrible Histories 
consultant Greg Jenner, author 
Kate Williams and architectural 
historian Jonathan Foyle. (R) 

7.00 The Millionaires Gift Guide. 

Documentary examining the world 
of event planners and suppliers of 
luxury goods, who cater to a 
wealthy clientele, including a 
children’s Christmas party at a 
stately home. 

8.00 Dragons’ Den. A former 
contestant makes a second 
attempt to impress the panel, and 
a former figure skater fails to 
inspire much confidence in Peter 
Jones. 

9.00 My Mediterranean with Adrian 
Chiles. Part one of two. The 
journalist experiences religious 
festivals in the region, learning 
about the similarities and 
differences between the three 
main religions that co-exist there. 
10.00 Charlie Brooker’s 2015 Wipe. The 
broadcaster takes a satirical look 
back at the events of the past 12 
months, including the beginning 
of Corbyn-mania and a Tory 
majority, and the end of Page 
Three. (R) 

11.00 Abz on the Christmas Farm. Abz 

Love and his girlfriend Vicky Fallon 
spend Christmas reflecting on the 
successes and failures of their 
year running a smallholder farm in 
Wales. (R) 

11.30 Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Action from the 
second day at the Lakeside 
Country Club in Frimley Green. 

12.20 Darts: BDO World Championships 
- Extra Time. 2.20 Sign Zone: Countryfile 
Compilation: The Farming Year. (R) 3.15 
Holby City. (R) 4.15 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.20 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Pat 
& Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.20 Super 4. (R) 7.35 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 7.50 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 8.05 
The Aquabats! Super Show! (R) 8.30 A 
Grizzly New Year’s Tale: The Crystal Eye. 
(R) 9.00 The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 

9.15 The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 9.25 
ITV News. 9.30 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 

10.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.25 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.30 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.40 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 1.40 Catchphrase. (R) 2.25 
Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 3.25 Film: 
Goldfinger. (1964) James Bond 
adventure, starring Sean Connery. 5.35 
Regional Programme; Weather.5.45 ITV 
News; Weather. 

6.00 Ninja Warrior UK. Competitors 
from across the UK test their 
strength, speed and courage in 
this obstacle-course challenge, 
hosted by Ben Shephard, Rochelle 
Humes and Chris Kamara. 

7.00 Beowulf: Return to the 

Shieldlands. New series. The 
warrior returns to his homeland 
after 20 years to pay his respects 
to the town’s ailing leader, and sets 
out to hunt down a mysterious 
creature terrorising the land. 

8.00 Endeavour. New series. The young 
detective is suspended from duty 
following a recent case. However, 
he is roused from his bitterness 
and self-pity when the body of a 
woman who went missing at a 
funfair on Cowley Green is found 
near his home. He resolves to 
conduct a secret investigation of 
his own, which leads him to the 
city’s social elite and a disturbing 
secret hidden in plain sight. Shaun 
Evans stars as the young Inspector 
Morse in the third series of the 
detective drama. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20Joanna Lumley’s Trans-Siberian 
Adventure. The actress travels the 
length of the Trans-Siberian 
Railway, taking in Hong Kong, 
Beijing, the Great Wall and the 
Gobi desert in the first leg of her 
trek. (R) 

11.20 Premiership Rugby Union. Action 
from the eighth round of fixtures. 

12.15 Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV Nightscreen. 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 Film:The Parent Trap. (1961) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 The Simpsons. 

(R) 12.55 The Simpsons. (R) 1.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.55 Film: Jungle 2 
Jungle. (1997) Comedy, starring Tim 
Allen. 3.55 Film: A Monster in Paris. 

(201 1)5.40 Channel 4 News. 

6.00 Film: Fantastic Four. (2005) A 
scientist and four members of his 
crew develop superhuman powers 
after exposure to cosmic radiation 
on a mission to study an energy 
storm in space. Unfortunately, one 
of them chooses to use his new¬ 
found abilities for evil purposes, 
compelling the others to join 
forces to stop him. Sci-fi comic¬ 
book adventure, starring loan 
Gruffudd, Jessica Alba, Chris 
Evans and Michael Chiklis. 

8.00 Walking the Himalayas. Levison 
Wood and his guide Malang Darya 
travels through Pakistan- 
controlled Kashmir and the Gilgit 
Valley, and aims to get as close to 
the heavily militarised border with 
India as he can, a dangerous 
journey that involves crossing a 
raging river and being met with 
suspicion by the local authorities. 
They meet a Nomadic tribe that 
has driven herds across the 
Himalayas for centuries and visits 
a valley which has been closed to 
foreigners for nearly 70 years. 

9.00 Deutschland 83. New series. 
German Cold War spy drama. A 
young soldier serving in the East 
German military in 1983 is 
recruited to become a secret 
agent. He is given a new identity 
and sent over the Berlin Wall, 
where he must infiltrate the West 
German army and uncover details 
of American military plans in 
Europe. In German. 

lO.OOGogglebox 2015. Highlights of the 
past year on Gogglebox, revisiting 
comments from armchair critics 
including Leon and June, Steph 
and Dorn, Christopher and 
Stephen, and Sandy and Sandra. 
(R) 

11.30The Rich Kids of Instagram: 
Cutting Edge. Documentary 
examining the lives of affluent 
young people who use photo and 
video-sharing service Instagram 
to flaunt their luxurious lifestyles 
online. (R) 

12.30 How the Rich Live Longer. (R) 

1.25 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.35 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.55 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 6.30 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.40 
Zack and Quack. (R) 6.55 Roobarb and 
Custard Too. (R) 7.00 Make Way for 
Noddy. (R) 7.15 Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 
7.20 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 Little Princess. 
(R) 7.55 Pip Ahoy! (R) 8.10 Blaze and 
the Monster Machines. (R) 8.40 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.55 Wanda 
and the Alien. (R) 9.10 Toby’s Travelling 
Circus. (R) 9.20 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.30 
LazyTown. (R) 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 Football League 
Tonight. (R) 12.00 Funniest Fails, Falls & 
Flops. (R) 12.30 Loch Lomond: A Year in 
the Wild. (R) 1.30 Loch Lomond: A Year 
in the Wild. (R) 2.30 Film: The Water 
Horse: Legend of the Deep. (2007) 
Children’s fantasy adventure, starring 
Alex Etel. 4.35 5 News Weekend. 4.45 
Film: Snow White. (2001) Fairy-tale 
fantasy, starring Kristin Kreuk. 

6.25 Film: Cinderella. (1950) An 
orphan is forced to live a life of 
servitude by her cruel stepmother. 
The king of the realm she lives in 
organises a lavish ball to find a 
bride for his son, and a caring fairy 
godmother puts her magic to the 
task of turning the downtrodden 
girl into a princess. Disney 
animated fairytale, with the voices 
of llene Woods, William Phipps 
and Verna Felton. 

8.00 Film: Legally Blonde. (2001) A 
seemingly dizzy teenager is 
heartbroken when her boyfriend 
dumps her because he thinks she 
is not intelligent enough to help his 
political career. To prove him 
wrong she enrols at Harvard, but 
finds herself out of her depth as 
other students do their best to 
humiliate her. Comedy, starring 
Reese Witherspoon, Luke Wilson, 
Selma Blair, Matthew Davis and 
Victor Garber. 

10.00 Most Shocking Celebrity 

Moments 2015. Countdown of the 
biggest showbusiness stories and 
scandals of the year, including 
Bruce Jenner’s transition to Caitlyn 
and the Top Gear bust-up involving 
Jeremy Clarkson. (R) 

12.40 SuperCasino. Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming, with a mix of roulette-wheel 
spins and lively chat from the presenting 
team. 3.10 World’s Strongest Man 2015. 
Action from the second heat of the 
competition from Malaysia. (R) 4.00 
House Doctor. A cluttered B&B on the 
Norfolk coast. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. (R) 
5.45 Angels of Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Top Gear 8.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 
9.00 Film: Shrekthe Third (2007) 10.25 
Russell Howard’s Good News 10.55 
Family Guy 11.40 American Dad! 12.25 
Russell Howard’s Good News 1.25 
Footballers, Sex, Money: What’s Gone 
Wrong? 2.25 Great TV Mistakes 2.35 
Film: Hamlet 2 (2008) 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Treasures of Heaven 8.00 
Westminster Abbey 9.00 Film: Citizen 
Kane (1941) 11.00 Orson Welles: Talking 
Pictures 11.45 The Richest Songs in the 
World 1.15 Michael Palin’s Quest for 
Artemisia 2.15 Westminster Abbey 3.15 
Britain on Film: Kids Today 3.45 Close 
ITV2 

12.25 Take Me Out 1.30 Take Me Out - 
The Gossip 2.30 Film: Evan Almighty 
(2007) 4.35 Film: Jurassic Park (1993) 
7.00 Film: Nanny McPhee (2005) 9.00 
Film: The Shawshank Redemption 
(1994) 11.55 Film: The Faculty (1998) 

I. 55 Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.20 Rizzle Kicks: The Hot Desk 

2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

II. 40 Film: Columbo: Agenda for 
Murder (1990) 1.45 The Adventures of 
Sherlock Holmes 3.55 Foyle’s War 6.00 
Midsomer Murders 8.00 The Cruise Ship 
9.00 The Royal Variety Performance 
2015 11.50 Lewis 1.40 Film: 10 Little 
Indians (1974) 3.20 Where the Heart Is 
4.40 Heartbeat 5.30 On the Buses 5.55 
ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

12.00 Film: Destry (1954) 2.05 Film: 

Cheyenne Autumn (1964) 5.10 Film: Rio 
Bravo (1959) 8.00 Premiership Rugby 
Union 9.00 Film: The Krays (1990) 11.35 
Film: Public Enemies (2009) 2.15 Ax 
Men 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.30 Film: Space Chimps (2008) 2.05 
Film: Space Chimps 2: Zartog Strikes 
Back (2010) 3.45 Toy Story Toons 4.10 
Ice Age: A Mammoth Christmas 4.40 
Rude(ish) Tube 5.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 8.00 Film: Johnny English 
Reborn (2011) 10.00 Tattoo Fixers 11.05 
The Inbetweeners 12.15 The IT Crowd 

I. 20 Gogglebox 2.10 How I Met Your 
Mother 3.00 Rules of Engagement 3.40 
The Cleveland Show 4.25 Revenge 
Film4 

II. 00 ParaNorman (2012) 1.00 Stuart 
Little 2 (2002) 2.30 Tooth Fairy (2010) 
4.35 Inkheart (2008) 6.40 Cutthroat 
Island (1995) 9.00 Faster (2010) 10.55 
Gl Joe: The Rise of Cobra (2009) 1.10 
Choke (2008) 3.05 Close 


THE VAUXHALL NEW YEAR 


SALE 

FROM 27 DECEMBER 2015-11 JANUARY 2016 



£500 FREE FUEL 

VIVARO I MOVANO I CORSAVAN I COMBO IN ADDITION TO OUR OTHER GREAT OFFERS'' 


COMMERCIAL 

VEHICLES 


Dudley Motor Company 

01384 454100 

www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


Trindle Road 
Dudley 
Dudley 
DY27AY 



VAUXHALL 


A Participating Retailers only. £500 Free Fuel is inclusive of VAT and will be supplied via pre-pay debit card. Purchase only, cannot be used to withdraw cash. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/offers or contact your local Retailer for details. Offer applied to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small business 1-24 units (purchase only). All other customers 
are excluded. Offer restricted to eligible, selected new vehicles ordered between 27 December 2015 and 11 January 2016 and registered by 31 March 2016. Terms, conditions and exclusions apply. Correct at time of going to press. 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Archipelago, BBC1,12.05am 

A man prepares to leave home to do voluntary work in 
Africa. His mother plans to see him off with a family 
get-together at their holiday home in the Isles of Scilly, 
but the gathering only exposes the deep-seated 
conflicts between them. Drama, starring Tom 
Hiddleston, Kate Fahy and Lydia Leonard. (2010) 

TUESDAY 

A Wife’s Nightmare, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Premiere. A woman’s life is turned upside down by the 
arrival of a teenage girl claiming to be her husband’s 
long-lost daughter. Drama based on a true story, with 
Jennifer Beals. Edited for sex. (2014) 

WEDNESDAY 
Notorious, Channel 4,12.35am 

Biopic of Notorious B.I.G., whose rise to fame took 
him from being a Brooklyn street hustler and crack 
dealer to become a respected and influential rap 
artist, before he was brutally murdered at the age of 
24. Starring Jamal Woolard, Derek Luke, Dennis LA 
White and Angela Bassett. (2009) 



THURSDAY 

Expecting Amish, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Premiere. An Amish teenager returning home from a 
year away realises she is pregnant, and faces being 
ostracised from her family. Drama, starring AJ 
Michalka and Alyson Stoner. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

Amy, Channel 4,9pm 

Premiere. Documentary portrait of soul, jazz and R’n’B 
singer-songwriter Amy Winehouse, whose untimely 
death in July 2011 followed a well-publicised history of 
drugs and alcohol abuse. Director Asif Kapadia traces 
Amy’s rise and demise over the 13 years preceding 
her death, telling her story via her music and 
autobiographical song lyrics, video footage shot by 
friends and family, archive television clips, plus 
voiceover interviews with those who were personally 
and professionally close to her. Contributors include 
Pete Doherty, Mitch Winehouse, Tony Bennett, Mark 


Wagons roll in the Wild 
West of Yorkshire 


hat’s this? A rootin’ tootin’ 
Western from ITV? Well, not 
exactly. Although some of the 
pictures released by the broadcaster 
to promote the show look as is they’re 
set in America’s wild west, the truth 
couldn’t be further from that. 

Jessica Raine heads the cast of this 
eight-part drama which is set in North 
Yorkshire during the 1870s and 
focuses on the building of a railway 
viaduct. 

Doesn’t sound that exciting does it? 
In fact, you’re probably wishing it was 
a Western after all. However, the 
series has been created and written 
by Steve Thompson, who numbers 
Sherlock and Doctor Who on his CV, 
while other key figures in its 
production have worked on such 
acclaimed shows as Vera, Cilia, 
Marchlands, Mrs Biggs and The 
Widower. 

Jericho is the name of the shanty 
town created by the misfits, pioneers, 
settlers and outcasts who arrive in the 
area to work on the construction. 

“Jericho was a real place,” claims 
Thompson. “It was a little shanty town 


in the shadow of the Ribblehead 
Viaduct in North Yorkshire. Shanty 
towns tended to be named after 
famous battles or biblical places. 
Jericho was the one at Ribblehead so 
we chose it for the name of the series. 

‘These shanty towns started to 
appear when they were building the 
railways across Yorkshire in the 1870s. 
These places were like wild west 
towns. So the idea of making a British 
Western was new and exciting to me.” 

And that also goes some way to 
explaining those puzzling publicity 
photographs... 

Raine plays Annie Quaintain, a 
penniless widower who, along with 
her teenage children, sets up a 
boarding house populated by 
labourers. 

‘Annie learns about this navvy town 
15 miles away so they get on a train 
and go out there,” explains the writer. 
And it is just like being on a wagon 
train to the wild west. It’s people going 
out to the frontier because the frontier 
is free. 

‘That’s how America was created 
and it was the same with this culture 


in Yorkshire at the time. The frontier 
was the only free place where you 
could actually go and start a new life.” 

It’s clear that Thompson admires 
Annie’s spark, and he claims she was 
based on someone he once knew. 

“She had three young kids and then 
her husband left her,” he reveals. 
“She’s one of those people who 
thought, ‘Right, I’m going to build a 
new life for myself and my kids.’ She 
was determined to stand on her own 
and never be reliant on anyone ever 
again. She learned how to do 
plastering and wiring and she fitted 
her own kitchen. 

“She was never going to rely on a 
tradesman. Annie Quaintain is like 
that. For her, the great motivation in 
her life is her children. My mother was 
the same. She was a fanatical mum 
and a Yorkshirewoman as well. 
Whatever her kids wanted she was 
going to get it for them. So this poor 
woman is in a navvy town with no 
money and she’s decided she’s going 
to build a business empire.” 

And over the next eight weeks, 
we’re going to watch her do it. 




Jessica Raine stars in Jericho, Thursday, ITV, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Griff’s Great Britain 
ITV, 8pm 

New series. Griff Rhys Jones sets out to explore 
eight very disparate kinds of quintessentially British 
terrain, investigating how they have dictated 
different ways of living, working and playing - both 
in the past and as they are now - across the entire 
country, while also unearthing quirky and funny 
facts en route. He begins by heading to the South 
Downs, which are situated in Hampshire and East 
and West Sussex, taking to the air for a bird’s eye 
view and attempting to get to know one of the 
region’s woolliest inhabitants. 

When Ant and Dec Met the Prince: 40 Years 
of the Prince’s Trust 
ITV, 9pm 

Anthony McPartlin and Declan Donnelly are granted 
an insight into the work of the Prince’s Trust as they 
accompany Prince Charles on a number of 
engagements, as well as meeting people who have 
benefited directly from the charity. The duo hear 
anecdotes from his days in the Royal Navy and his 
life as a grandfather, and also speak to those closest 
to the prince, including the Duchess of Cornwall and 
his sons William and Harry. Plus, Ant and Dec pay 
an emotional visit to the set of Byker Grove. 


TUESDAY 

Big Fat Quiz of Everything 
Channel 4,9pm 

Not content with asking question about what 
happened in a given year, Jimmy Carr is now 
testing famous faces’ knowledge of art, literature, 
television, music, geography, politics, science and 
celebrity from the last 100,000 years of 
human history. Jonathan Ross, Chelsea 
Peretti, Jack Whitehall, Mel Giedroyc, 

Richard Ayoade and Noel Fielding try to 
carry off the title by proving they know 
how witch hunters determined if someone 
was a witch, and which 1970s board game 
was accused of selling sex in a box. 

Celebrity Big Brother: Live Launch 
Channel 5,9pm 

New series. The fly-on-the-wall fun 
begins once more as Emma Willis 
invites a fresh group of famous faces 
to move in together and have their 
every word and move recorded for 
the enjoyment of the viewing public. 

They will be entering a house 
transformed into a striking theatrical 
setting that reflects the 
vaudeville theatres. H 


WEDNESDAY 
Midsomer Murders 
ITV, 8pm 

When wealthy landowner Gregory Lancaster’s body 
goes missing on the night of his death, a sinister 
web of secrets and lies is exposed in the village of 
Little Malton. As DCI Barnaby, DS Nelson and new 
Forensic Pathologist Kam Karimore investigate 
i the mysterious crime, they find themselves 
drawn into a macabre world of body- 
I snatching. Detective drama, starring Neil 
^Dudgeon, Gwilym Lee, Manjinder Virk and 
^ Helen Baxendale. 

THURSDAY 

Death in Paradise 
BBC1, 9pm 

We’re in the cold, dreary 
post-Christmas slump, so 
what better time for this 
detective drama to return 
and inject a little 
sunshine into our lives - 
even if the tropical 
locations do come with 
a side order of murder? 
The run begins 
with Dl 



— 


Humphrey Goodman (Kris Marshall) and the team 
being called in to investigate when millionaire 
environmentalist and scientist Dan Hagen (Julian 
Ovenden, fresh from ITV’s recent live version of The 
Sound of Music) is shot on his boat while out at sea. 

FRIDAY 
Mr Selfridge 
ITV, 9pm 

The lavish period drama returns for a fourth and 
final run, set nine years after the last series. It finds 
Harry Selfridge at the apex of his power, a retail 
giant in the roaring twenties. Rumours of his latest 
romantic dalliances are the talk of the social circuit 
at Victor Colleano’s decadent new nightspot. At 
home, Rosalie’s daughter, Tatiana is the apple of 
Harry’s eye, his mother Lois is as stoic as ever, and 
the vivacious Violette now lives in Paris. 

Royal Wives at War 
BBC2, 9pm 

A revealing look at the abdication crisis of 1936, 
through the eyes of the two women at its very 
heart. In a number of dramatised monologues set in 
1967, Elizabeth the Queen Mother (Emma Davies) 
and Wallis Simpson (Gina McKee) look back at the 
dramatic events that led to King Edward VIII giving 
up the throne for the woman he loved. 


GET A FAST 

RESPONSE 

ADVERTISE 


Local newspapers and websites offer the most effective combination 
for driving consumer action. Readers are more than twice as likely to 
act upon local advertisements than those on TV and social media 

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 
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PUZZLES 


25 


BRAIN GYM 


No.358 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

N 

2 

G 

3 

X 

4 M 

5 

P 

6 1 

7 

Q 

8 

F 

9 t 

10 
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11 

o 

12 
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13 

E 

14 

s 

15 

H 

16 

z 

17 
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18 

A 

19 

L 

20 

Y 

21 

K 

22 

c 

23 

J 

24 

D 

25 

B 

26 

w 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Cut 7 with 1 for a 
change(4) 

8. I am to take 
situation involving 
punishment task 
(10) 

9. The era of scarcity 
is not a long one (8) 

10. Harvest rotten fruit 
taken from 4 (4) 

12. Profane oaths wear 
out as weapons (6) 

14. Sucker put in bus to 
London (6) 

15. Vest so made for 
giving warmth (6) 

17. The gambler has 
reformed? (6) 

18. At that time 
contained in 
earthenware jugs 
(4) 

19. No, I’d rise to 
ridicule (8) 

21. A very small 
volume needed for 
meeting records 
(6-4) 

22. Little Edward in a 
whirl in the water 
(4) 


Down 

2. Does it indicate the 
darkest hour when 
they’re on guard? 
(5-5) 

3. Have something to 
eat right on the jetty 
(4) 

4. A passer of 
weapons (6) 

5. Value female 
donkey?(6) 

6. Begin to be tip-top 
tipster? (5,3) 

7. As obtained from 



Sudoku 
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a bad-tempered 
photographer? (4) 

Quick Clues: 


11. Honourably open 

Across 

Down 

- but the directors 

1. Rule (4) 

2. Sorcery (10) 

won’t understand 
(5-5) 

8. Improve (10) 

3. Gape (4) 

13. Being very hungry, 

9. Provident (8) 

4. Let (6) 

talk wildly but with 

10. Kind (4) 

5. Zodiac sign (6) 

intelligence (8) 

12. Handwriting (6) 

6. Brothers (8) 

16. Very wet turf on lair 
(6) 

17. Prohibit line on 

14. Strain (6) 

7. Small valley (4) 

15. Hesitated (6) 

11. Afterthought (10) 

handcart (6) 

17. Chastise (6) 

13. Example (8) 

18. Apparently 1 should 

18. Volcano (4) 

16. Make moist (6) 

receive this book (4) 
20. Consideration for 

19. Saucy (8) 

17. Wan (6) 

which one would 

21. Prudence (10) 

18. Purposes (4) 

leave (4) 

22. Entrance (4) 

20. Pain (4) 



LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Blade; 8 Abashed; 9 Old 
hand; 10 Elect; 12 Stand aside; 15 Improb¬ 
able; 18 Notes; 19 Raffish; 21 Sternly; 22 Nicer. 
Down: 1 Absolution; 2 Cards; 3 Beta; 4 Madden; 
5 Baseball; 6 Cheerio; 11 There there; 13 
Thousand; 14 Spotted; 16 Arrays; 17 Pitch; 20 
Fine. QUICK - Across: 7 Impel; 8 Albumen; 9 
Commons; 10 Trend; 12 Pugnacious; 15 Open- 
handed; 18 Tinge; 19 Migrant; 21 Concede; 22 
Spurn. Down: 1 Discomfort; 2 Spume; 3 Also; 4 
Pass on; 5 Obstacle; 6 Emperor; 11 Discontent; 
13 Unheeded; 14 Meaning; 16 Number; 17 
Gamut; 20 Gasp. 


Niner 


1. In which European country is the region 6. What is a lava-lava? 
of Aragon? 

2. What were the forenames of W.H. 

Auden? 

3. On which island is the bay of Pigs? 

4. In the film industry, what is a key grip? 

5. Who constructed the labyrinth in Greek 
mythology? 


Last week’s solutions: 


7. What is the fifth sign of the zodiac? 

8. In what year did rock singer Jim 
Morrison die? 

9. What sort of flower is a naked lady? 

10. Who wrote the play Separate Tables? 


Quiz: 1 Michael Foot; 2 Greece; 

3 Sancho Panza; 4 July and August; 

5 Potato; 6 Wildebeest; 7 Cavy; 8 16 or 18; 
9 Venus; 10 Austria. 

Niner: FULMINATE 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


6721 gives a servant, 
32458 gives an airman, 
3746298 gives a fortune-teller. 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
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Thinking space 


Brilliant breaks on your doorstep 



Starts Saturday, 
January 2 


•Prices are based on a minimum of four people {fewer than four can stay from a minimum price of £40, depending on date of break). 
Online booking fee of £3 applies as well as service and optional entertainment charges. Token/password collect promotion. 
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Refined but still lots of fun 


By Sharon Walters 


Going along to a Mazda dealer 
for a post Christmas scout for a 
new car is very tempting. 

There are several finance offers 
across Mazda’s award-winning SUV 
line-up - the CX-3 and CX-5. Plus these 
crossover models are offered in both 
front-wheel drive and winter friendly all¬ 
wheel drive. 

Named ‘Best Crossover’ at the 2015 Scot¬ 
tish Car of the Year Awards, the new Mazda 
CX-3 line-up has efficient petrol and diesel 
SKYACTIV engines across 18 models. 

With a choice of 11 petrol and seven die¬ 
sel variants, the car comes with generous 
standard equipment and Mazda’s latest 
i-ACTIVSENSE safety systems. SE models 



feature 16-inch alloy wheels, plus heated 
and power folding mirrors, while SE-L mod¬ 
els add rear privacy glass and front LED fog 
lights. 

At the top of the range, the Sport Nav is 
the first car in the class to come with LED 
headlights. 

With its unique nocturnal appearance fur¬ 
ther enhanced by signature LED rear lights; 
18-inch Gunmetal machined alloy wheels 
and chrome-accent door sills wrap up the 
distinctive look. 

Whichever engine you choose, you get 
the same sharp exterior styling. The CX-3 has 
Mazda’s bold Kodo design treatment, and 
takes its cues from the larger CX-5 and the 
2 supermini. So you get the same bold front 
grille and mix of daring curves and creases. 

I recently spent a week in the 2.0 litre 
120ps 2WD which at £20,495 on-the-road 
proved an excellent package. The cabin is 
premium class and on top of the standard 
specification of seven-inch colour touch¬ 
screen, DAB radio, Bluetooth® and a multi¬ 
function steering wheel also gets navigation 
including three-years free European map up¬ 
dates, Bose® sound system, smart keyless 
entry and, in another first for the sector, Maz¬ 
da’s Active Driving Display head-up display 
system - a real bonus. 

CX-3 has a user-friendly cabin layout with 
high material quality and design. Included 
are heated front seats, automatic climate 
control and rain-sensing wipers. 

Active safety equipment includes a full 
complement of standard airbags, hill hold 
assist, tyre pressure monitoring system and 
dynamic stability control are standard across 
the range. SE-L and Sport Nav models also 
get Mazda’s lane departure warning system 
and smart city brake support. All models get 



You get a good looker, 
quality interior and bags 
of equipment but not at 
the expense of having 
fun behind the wheel 


cruise control, while rear parking sensors 
are standard from SE-L grade onwards, 
and Sport Nav models also have a revers¬ 
ing camera. 

With a flexible cargo board boot floor, 
which can be raised to provide a flat load 
space when the standard 60:40 split fold 
rear seats are tumbled, the 350-litre boot is 
very practical. 

So you get a good looker, quality interior 
and bags of equipment but all that does 
not come at the expense of having fun be¬ 
hind the wheel. Steering is well-weighted 


and is quick and precise, allowing you to 
place the vehicle exactly where you want 
it on the road. The high-riding stance does 
not detract from that driving engagement - 
the car feels composed and stable through 
winding roads. A pleasant drive through 
the Highlands and across to Mallaig clear¬ 
ly showed the car’s ability and how nimble 
it can be to move in and out of those tight 
bends. 

Excellent refinement and upmarket inte¬ 
riors - it’s easy to see why the new Mazda 
CX-3 is so popular with UK car buyers. 




O 



FROM 27TH DECEMBER 
REDUCTIONS GALORE!!! [ 


T Wall Garages High Street, Pensnett, Award winning family -run business - established 1953 
01384 288333 Kingswinford 

www twall co uk DY6 8XB 1 mile from Russells flail Hospital, towards Kingswinford 


PRE-REG CLEARANCE SALE 

SAVE UP TO £6750 

NEWLY REGISTERED DELIVERY MILEAGE VEHICLES 


CORSA 


*WAS 

NOW 

.£9395 

£7995 

.£9395 

£7995 

.£9940 

£8495 

.£9940 

£8495 

.£10,285 

£8795 

.£11,670 

£9995 

.£9445 

£8695 

.£9435 

£8695 


VIVA 

15/65 VIVA SE 1.0 EC0FLEX 5-dr. Blue Ray, winter Pack, 
Spare wheel. 


MERIVA 

15/65 MERIVA TECHUNE 1.4 5-dr. Sovereign Silver, Sat Nav £14,709 £11,495 

MOKKA 

15/65 MOKKA TECHUNE 1.6 CDTi, Carbon Flash .£19,509 £16,795 

ANTARA 

15/65 ANTARA DIAMOND 2.2 CDTi 163PS, Olympic White .. £22,700 £15,995 

15/65 ANTARA DIAMOND 2.2 CDTi 163PS, Smoke Grey .£23,245 £16,495 

£16,495 
£16,495 


15/65 ANTARA DIAMOND 2.2 CDTi 163PS, Sovereign Silver £23,245 
15/65 ANTARA DIAMOND 2.2 CDTi 163PS, Smoke Grey ....£23,245 


* Was price is based on current list price 


ATTRACTIVE FINANCE PACKAGES AVAILABLE 

T Wall Garages High Street, Pensnett, Award winning family -run business - established 1953 
01384 288333 Kingswinford 

www.twall.co.uk DY6 8XB 1 mile from Russells Hall Hospital, towards Kingswinford 
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Trip of lifetime with Vauxhall 


Wolverhampton motorists 
Nick and Dawn Bohannan, 
recently completed the road 
trip of a lifetime in a new 
Vauxhall Cascada Elite. 

Purchased from local Vauxhall 
retailer, Evans Halshaw Wolver¬ 
hampton the Cascada Elite CDTI 
is the first Vauxhall the Bohannans 
have ever owned. 

Finished in limited edition white, with 
full leather interior, and European maps 
on the built-in Sat Nav, the Cascada 
was designed with the help of the team 
at the dealership, so the Bohannans 
could experience the holiday of their 
dreams. 

The couple travelled all the way from 
their home in Penn, down to Ports¬ 


mouth then chased the sun further still 
all the way to Provence in the South of 
France. On the way they stopped off at 
beautiful attractions such as the Loire 
Valley, and even followed in the tyre 
treads of champions in a visit to Mo¬ 
naco and the famous Grand Prix track. 

Nick said: “This trip was something 
my wife and I had been wanting to 
do for a while and finally decided that 
this was our year to do it! The team at 
the dealership were really helpful and 
made sure we got everything we need¬ 
ed. 

“The continental sat nav made all the 
difference and gave us the freedom to 
go wherever we wanted. To top it off 
the car is incredible, very comfortable, 
roomy and economical; I’d highly rec¬ 
ommend it!” 

All in all the Bohannans and their 


Cascada travelled just over 2,600 miles 
in two weeks and even that wasn’t 
enough, as the pair are already plan¬ 
ning their next road trip through Spain. 

Ben Vale, dealer principal at Evans 
Halshaw Vauxhall Wolverhampton, 
said: “It’s lovely that we were able to 
help Nick and Dawn fulfil their dream of 
a road trip holiday, I was confident that 
the Cascada would do them proud, so 
when they dropped in to tell us how 
fantastic their trip had been it was really 
heart-warming. 

“It’s a fantastic car and Nick and 
Dawn are a great example of how chat¬ 
ting through everything you want from 
a car with your sales leader can ensure 
we make the best recommendations 
for you. 

“We wish them all the best on their 
next trip!” 
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08 REG VAUXHALL TIGRA 
1.4 16V CABRIOLET 

Ice Blue, 

48,273 miles 

was £4499 
I now £3499 


13 REG CITROEN DS3 
CABRIOLET 1.6 VTi DSTYLE PLUS 

3 door, White, 
32,174 miles 

was £8999 
now £8499 


62 REG NISSAN JUKE 1.5 
DCi ACENTA NAV 

■ •’ 5 door, Diesel, Haptic 
Blue, 32,315 miles 

was £10499 
now £9499 


162 REG FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC 

- 5 door, Bluetooth, 5 | 
door, Fashionista, 
31,101 miles 

"was £7499 
now £6999 


i RENAULT CLI01.2TCE DYNAMIC S 3DR A/CON 1/2 LTHR ELEC BLUE 44800 MILES. 

i VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 DESIGN 5DR SILVER 63932 MILES. 

i VAUXHALL TIGRA 1.416V CAB ICE BLUE 48273 MILES. 

i NISSAN NOTE 1.6 TEKNA AUTOMATIC 5DR A/CON ELEC BLUE 45005 MILES. 

i VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 DESIGN 5DR SILVER 54207 MILES. 

i VAUXHALL AGILA 1.2 VVT SE EC0FLEX 5DR ELEC BLUE 18859 MILES. 

i TOYOTA 1.0 VVTI ICE 5DR AIR CON WHITE 26799 MILES. 

i MAZDA 21.3 TAKUYA 5DR MAROON 33505 MILES. 

i VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXI3DR A/C0N BLACK 22126 MILES. 

i VW UP 1.0 3DR MOVE UP WHITE 7091 MILES. 

i ALFA MIT01.416V VEL0CE 3DR RED 31176 MILES. 

i CITROEN 1.6HDI EXCLUSIVE REAR SENSORS MET RED 36673 MILES. 

i HONDA JAZZ 1.4 l-VTEC ES 5DR FSH REAR SENSORS LUNAR 35013 MILES. 

i MAZDA 31.6 TAKUYA 5DR AL.SILVER 29619 MILES. 

i HYUNDAI 1X201.4CRDI DIESEL ACTIVE REAR SENSORS SILVER 30386 MILES. 

i MAZDA 21.3 TAMURA 5DR BLACK 12412 MILES. 

i SEAT 1.2 FSI FR 3DR GREY 22028 MILES. 

i SKODA FABIA 1.6TD1105 MONTE CARLO 5DR BLK ROOF WHITE 20906 MILES. 

i VOLV01.6 DIESEL EDRIVE ES ESTATE GREY 49972 MILES. 

I CITROEN DS3 CAB 1.6VTI DSTYLE PLUS 3DR WHITE 32174 MILES. 

i VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC 1.4T GTC SPORT 3DR GREY 26383 MILES. 

i NISSAN JUKE 1.5DCI ACENTA NAV 5DR DIESEL HAPTIC BLUE 32315 MILES. 



£10,999 


NISSAN JUKE 1.6 DIG-T NISM0 NAV + REAR CAMERA SILVER 13994 MILES. 

NISSAN JUKE 1.6 DIG-T NISM0 NAV + REAR CAMERA BLACK 10976 MILES. 

KA 1.2 GRAND PRIX SPEC ED BLUT00TH WHITE 33033 MILES. 

FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC 5DR CITY PACK MAGENTA 29179 MILES. 

FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR BT00TH VISION 27967 MILES. 

FIESTA 1.25 82 STYLE 5DR VISION 18940 MILES. 

FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC 5DR BT00TH SILVER 20076 MILES. 

FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC 5DR BT00TH FASHIONISTA 31101 MILES. 

FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR BLUETOOTH WHITE 33599 MILES. 

FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC 5DR BT00TH COL RED 24540 MILES. 

FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR BT00TH BLACK 17244 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0100 ZETEC 5DR SYNC RED 34426 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0 80PS ZETEC 3DR SYNC RED 15008 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR SYNC MID SKY 14325 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0100PS ZETEC EC0B00ST SYNC 3DR RED 16004 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 3DR SYNC WHITE 15566 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0100 ZETEC 5DR SYNC RACE RED 29256 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0 80PS ZETEC 5DR SYNC CITY PK U.ALL WHITE 11309 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0100 ECO ZETEC 3DR DRESS UP C/PK SYN RED 13516 MILES... 

NEW FIESTA 1.0100PS ZETEC 5DR SYNC RED 11548 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR SYNC RED 14915 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0 ZETEC S125PS + SYNC 3DR17” ALL WHITE 4961 MILES. 


£13,999 

...£14,999 



63 REG NEW FIESTA 1.25 
ZETEC SYNC 

5 door, Mid Sky, 
14,325 miles 

was £8499 

_ now £7499 

.. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0 ZETEC S125PS + SYNC 3DR17” ALL WHITE 5245 MILES.£12,499 

NEW FIESTA 1.6 ST2 3DR STYLE PK + M0UNTUNE MOL ORANGE 12926 MILES.£13,999 

FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC 5DR RED 50382 MILES.£5,999 

FOCUS 1.6150PS TITANIUM 5DR18ALL PRIV MID SKY 47453 MILES.£8,499 

FOCUS EST 1.6 ZETEC ESTATE REAR SENSORS BLACK 30429 MILES.£8,999 

FOCUS EST 1.01.25 ZETEC ESTATE REAR SENSORS INK BLUE 27008 MILES.£9,499 

FOCUS EST 1.6 ZETEC ESTATE REAR SENSORS INK BLUE 18747 MILES.£9,499 

FOCUS 1.0 ZETEC S CITY PACK 125PS BLACK 40242 MILES.£9,999 

FOCUS ST3 2.5 ST3 5DR ELEC ORANGE 31758 MILES. 

FOCUS 1.0125 ZETEC S 5DR WHITE 5775 MILES. 

FOCUS 1.0 ZETEC NAVIGATOR 100PS 5DR WHITE 6482 MILES. 

FOCUS 2.0TDCI ZETEC S 5DR CON PK 18” PRIV SILVER 11148 MILES. 

FOCUS ST3 2.5 ST3 3 DOOR BLACK 24552 MILES. 

FOCUS ST2 2.0 T ST 2 5DR BLACK 18937 MILES. 

NEW FOCUS 2.0 TDC1180 ST3 ST STYLE NAV R.CAM RED 4500 MILES. 

C-MAX 1.6 TDCI TITANIUM RETRO REAR SENSORS MID SKY 38703 MILES... 

C-MAX 1.6 TDCI TITANIUM REAR SENSORS SILVER 35641 MILES. 

M0NDE0 ST 3.0 ST 220 V6 5DR MACH.SIL 53153 MILES. 

M0NDE01.6TDCI ZETEC 5DR H/B BLACK 48379 MILES. 

M0NDE01.6 TDCI TITANIUM 5DR REAR SENSORS BLACK 16252 MILES. 


64 REG NEW FIESTA 1.25 
ZETEC SYNC 

jj 3 door, White, 
15,566 miles 

was £8999 
now £8499 


T Wall Ford 


63 REG NEW FIESTA 1.0 
lOOPS ZETEC SYNC 

1 5 door, Red, 
11,548 miles 

WAS £8999 
now £8499 


High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford, DY6 8XB 
Tel: 01384 288 333 

Pictures for illustration purposes only, offers subject to stock availability, terms and conditions apply. 


62 REG FOCUS 1.0 125 
ZETEC ESTATE 

1 Rear Sensors, Ink 
I Blue, 27,008 miles 

-was £8999 
now £8499 


Part of an Award 
winning Family 
Run Business 
established 1953 


62 REG FOCUS 1.0 ZETEC 
CITY PACK 1.25PS 

- Black, 

2, 40,242 miles 

was £9999 
now £9499 


n Follow us on Facebook 
11 www.facebook.com/twallford 

Your localFord Dealer 


11 REG MONDEO 1.6TDCi 
ZETEC 

> 5 door, Black, 
48,379 miles 

WAS £8599 
now £7999 


www.twallford.co.uk 


T WALL FORD - YOUR LOCAL FORD DEALER • T WALL FORD - YOUR LOCAL FORD DEALER • T WALL FORD - YOUR LOCAL FORD DEALER 


T WALL FORD - YOUR LOCAL FORD DEALER • T WALL FORD - YOUR LOCAL FORD DEALER 
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[ Our Low Mileage Selection 

62 Kia Venga 1 1.4 Silver Only 700 Miles £7,995 

62 Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LT Auto Red Oo*y JCtfO £9,495 

62 Corsa 1.2 SE Brown Only 5000 Miles £6,995 

14 Agila 1.2 SE Black Only 6000 Miles £6,995 

10 Berlingo 1.6 HDI XTR Grey Only 7000 £7,495 

12 Ka 1.2 Edge Red Only 7000 Miles £5,295 

61 Micra 1.2 Tekna Red Only 8000 Miles £6,495 

62 Scenic 1.5 DCI Dyn Tomtom Blue Only 10000 Miles £9,995 

14 VW Golf 2.0 TSI R DSG Blue Only 12000 Miles £27,995 

62 Juke 1.6 Tekna Auto Black Only 12000 Miles £11,495 

62 Meriva 1.4 SE Grey Only 12000 Miles £7,695 

62 Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Blue Only 13000 Miles £7,995 

12 Kia Venga 1.6 2 Auto Silver Only 14000 Miles £7,795 

12 Aveo 1.3 LS Blue Only 14000 Miles £5,495 

62 308 1.6 HDI Active Silver Only 15000 Miles £7,995 

12 Kia Soul 1.6 GDI 2 Black Only 15000 Miles £7,495 

62 Astra 1.6 SRI 180 Red Only 16000 Miles £8,795 

62 3008 1.6 HDI Active 2 Black Only 17000 Miles £8,995 

12 Berlingo 1.6 HDI VTR+EGS6 Grey Only 17000 Miles £7,995 

62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+Auto Blue Only 17000 Miles £7,295 

62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+Auto Caffe Latte Only 17000 Miles £7,495 

Citroen 


59 Cl 1.0 VTR Black 44k 

10 C3 1.6 Exclusive Auto Silver 31 k 
12 DS3 1.6 D Style Auto White 34k 

60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 21 k . 

62 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 3H 

62 C3 Picasso 1.6 Exclusive EGS BL .- i * 

63 C3 Picasso 1.6 Exclusive EGS Gr«, U 
10 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Silver 31* 

62 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI Edition Silver 35k 
62 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI Platinum EGS Blue 27k 
62 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI Platinum Black 20k 

Ford 

58 Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3dr Silver 72k 

59 Fusion 1.4 Style + Silver 43k 

62 Focus 1.6 TDCI Titanium Black 29k 
09 C-Max 1.6 Zetec Silver 40k 

63 C-Max 1.6 TDCI Titanium Black 26k 

Nissan 

62 Micra 1.2 Acenta Auto Blue 22k 
12 Juke 1.6 Acenta Red 25k 
62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+Auto Silver 26k 
62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Gun Metal 29k 
57 Note 1.6 Tekna Orange 44k 
62 Qashqai 1.5 DCI Acenta Red 44k 




C 3,995 
€£,795 
€7,995 
IW, 995 
« 6,995 
€7,495 
€6,995 
13,795 
£9,995 
£10,495 
£10,995 

£4,495 

£3,995 

£9,695 

£5,295 

£12,995 

£6,995 

£8,995 

£7,495 

£7,295 

£3,795 

£9,995 


Vauxhall 

62 Corsa 1.4 SE Blue 24k 
62 Astra 2.0 CDTI Black 20k 
12 Meriva 1.4 SE Blue 20k 
62 Meriva 1.4 SE Turbo Red 22k 

60 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Auto Blue With Topbox 
62 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Brown 37k 

61 Insignia 2.0 CDTI SRI 160 Nav Silver ;:»* 

62 Zafira 1.7 CDTI Design Bronze 27k 

11 Zafira 1.7 CDTI Exclsiv Silver 40k 

Other 

12 Audi 2.5T FSI TT RS Quattro Auto E«<- < 

59 Chevrolet Lacetti 1.8 SX Auto Est Silver 30k 

13 Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LT Red 40k 
12 Honda Civic 1.4 i-VTEC SE Red 20k 

12 Mercedes A160 1.5 Blue SE Classic Grey 43k 
56 Mini Cooper 1.6 Silver 56k 

59 Perodua MYVI 1.3 SXI 5dr Silver 26k 

62 Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDI Active 2 Shark Grey 44k 
61 Renault Clio 1.6 Dyn TomTom Auto Black 31k 
12 Renault Clio 1.2 Dyn Tomtom 3dr Silver 32k 

60 Renault Scenic 1.5 DCI Priv TomTom Beige 23k 
| 62 Suzuki Splash 1.0 SZ3 Blue 18k 

I 09 VW EOS 1.4 TSI Convertable Silver 58k 
“ 62 VW Polo 1.2 TDI Match Grey 
55 VW Passat 1.9 TDI S 105 4dr Blue 97k 




£6,995 

£8,995 

£7,995 

£7,495 

£6,995 

£6,795 

£9,295 

£8,995 

£7,295 

£29,995 

£2,795 

£7,995 

£7,995 

£6,795 

£4,495 

£2,995 

£8,795 

£5,495 

£4,995 

£7,495 

£5,295 

£6,295 

£6,995 

£2,995 


DRIVE AWAY TODAY 




* 4.9% Flat (APR 11.9% Variable) 

* Terms Up To 60 Months 

* Subject To Status 

* Drive Away In 2 Hours 

* 12 Months Parts And Labour Warranty 

Sales Line Open Every Day Till 9pm 
Call Steve 07747633329 


All Motability Vehicles a e 

* One Owner From New 

* Full Main Dealer Service History 

* Guaranteed Low Mileage 
*1-3 Years Old 

* 1200 Cars Available Online 


Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co. u k 

U#»it I , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill Dy5 IT P 

f Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: 11 -I 


New Astra 
works hard 
and is loyal 
companion 

By Matt Kimberley 


It’s the most important Vauxhall arriving this 
year. Has the compact hatch got the magic to 
take on its key rivals? 

The Astra is an underrated, but evergreen com¬ 
pact family hatch, as happy taking the kids on a short 
break away as it is cutting a path through the city. 
There’s no radical departure for 2016, although the 
sharp-eyed will notice a nip here and a tuck there. 

There’s an excellent new colour touch-screen that’s 
standard across the range. It gives the whole product a lift 
and helps it make a better first impression. 

It’s a sharp-looking thing, if a bit on the conservative side. 
Being built in Britain won’t do its appeal this side of Dover 
any harm, either. Whichever model you choose, you end up 
with a pleasantly stylish and definitely inoffensive car. You’ll 
never object to having it on your drive. 

It’s quite sensitive to trim grades, though, so whereas the 
fantastic top-spec cars with all the interior trimmings look 
like they’ve come straight from the top drawer, the fragile 
rubberised handbrake grip and cheap-looking plastics on 
the low-end versions leave a lot to be desired and can start 
to look tatty very quickly. 

Happy 

There’s a handy boot at the back, more than big enough 
for most tasks, but if you’re toting babies, you’ll struggle to 
get much more than a chunky pushchair into it without put¬ 
ting the conveniently split rear seats down. 

Front seaters will be happy enough, especially with the 
uncommonly well-shaped seat backs that give superb lum¬ 
bar support. The glove box is shed-spacious but the door 
pocket shapes and cupholder designs could be better 
thought out. 

Under the bonnet there is a 1.0-litre turbocharged petrol 
engine. It can’t make the Astra a rocket ship, but if you’re 
gentle, you’ll see fuel economy you’d struggle to better in 
an eco-diesel. I found it no problem to hover around 60mpg 
in relatively traffic-free driving. Alright, you do need to put 
some effort in, but the potential is there. 

The dinky engine is perfect for chopping around urban 
and suburban routes. It’s impressively linear once the turbo 
kicks in, making it smooth, forgiving and easy to get used to. 
It warms up faster than a moth on a sunbed and it’s perfect 
for no-fuss short trips. The five-speed gearbox is light and 
precise, with tall gearing that partly offsets the lack of a sixth, 
but it’s clear this version isn’t meant to cover serious mo¬ 
torway mileage. It’s a nice steer, though, responding quite 
keenly to tugs at the wheel and scampering along winding 
roads with gusto. The brakes on this nearly-new car were 
very grabby, but that should hopefully settle down with mile¬ 
age. 

The Astra is a solid car. You know what you’re getting and, 
although some of the materials on basement models aren’t 
up to scratch, at the very least, the car does a good job of 
providing straight-down-the-line mid-size transport for peo¬ 
ple who don’t want to spend the extra on a slightly more 
spacious compact crossover or SUV. 

Vauxhall dealers are usually open to a little haggling, too, 
so don’t take the retail price as gospel. You should pay less 
than for a broadly equivalent crossover, so there’s good val¬ 
ue to be had here even if the fashion is currently for faux- 
4x4s. 

This is a car for ordinary people. People who want a 
well-rounded car to give them transport, enough space and, 
crucially, the ability to cope with everything from taking the 
in-laws to Sunday lunch to taking the kids to the seaside. 
Parents will appreciate this sort of versatility, while some 
might prefer the lower seating position relative to SUVs, for 
the better outward view it offers during low-speed manoeu¬ 
vres. 

This car summed up in a single word: Studious. 

If this car was a student at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft 
and Wizardry, it would be in Hufflepuff house. It’s a hard 
worker and a loyal companion. 


TESTED 

Vauxhall Astra, from £15,295 

Engine: 1.0-litre turbocharged petrol producing 
103bhp and 125lb/ft 

Transmission: Five-speed manual driving the 
front wheels 

Performance: Top speed 124mph, 0-62mph in 
10.5 seconds 

Economy: 67.3mpg combined 
Emissions: 96g/km 
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Race car 
for road 
setting 
new limits 


By John Griffiths 


Honda celebrated 50 years of sales in Britain 
in 2015 and it’s been a golden year for the 
company in many ways. 

The icing on the cake was first and third places in 
the British Touring Car Championship for the popular 
duo of Gordon Shedden and Wolverhampton’s Matt 
Neal in the new Civic Type-R. 

It’s a case of just desserts for the engineers, too, who pro¬ 
duced a superb handling car which manages to wring a bru¬ 
tal 306bhp out of a mere two-litre capacity engine, setting 
new limits for a front wheel drive car. 

Performance figures of 0 to 62mph in 5.7 seconds and a 
top speed of 167 mph - combined with superior cornering 
ability - had already given it the record for the breed on the 
tough Nurburgring in a time which put it up there with super¬ 
cars costing three or four times as much. 

And that really is another figure to leave you speechless: 
how Honda manages to sell what is billed as ‘a race car for 
the road’ for £30,000, the price of a fairly ordinary family sa¬ 
loon. It’s little wonder that not only is there a full order book 
for the car, but there’s a waiting list. 

You’d expect Honda to produce a good engine: it is 
the world’s biggest manufacturer of engines, powering 
everything from tiny grass strimmers to Formula One cars. 

But conquering the Nurburging is not just about outright 
power, it’s about stability and dynamic handling too with 73 
bends in its 12.93 mile length on what is widely regarded as 
the toughest test in the world. That’s how the Type-R won 
itself a place among the big engined exotica by completing 
its run in a time of seven minutes, 50.63 seconds. 

This breadth of ability is what Honda’s engineers were 
looking for and why enthusiasts had to wait for five years for 
the car, which is no tweaked version of the family-friendly 
Civic or an upgraded version of its predecessor. The engine, 
for example, combines Honda’s thrill-a-minute VTEC varia¬ 
ble valve system with a turbocharger for the first time. 

Power delivery feels, and sounds, very different. Gone 
is the sudden surge of acceleration and change in engine 
note at around 5,500rpm as the VTEC system’s second 
cams and high-lift valve operation comes in and sends you 
screaming towards the 8,000rpm limit. For the Type R the 
engineers turned the system on its head, with the high valve 
lift phase occurring at low to medium revs to eliminate tur¬ 
bo lag and give you more grunt lower down. The result is 
smooth, accessible power right across the rev range. Now 
you get all those 306 horses at 6,500rpm, while maximum 
torque (a huge 400Nm) is there from just 2,500rpm. 

Beast 

In standard mode, the Type-R is still a genuine performer 
on the roads, a comfortable ride by sportng car standards 
and decent economy - up to 38.7mpg and a 170g/km C02 
rating. Press the ‘Plus R’ button and it becomes a very dif¬ 
ferent beast. The instrument dials glow red, the steering and 
throttle responses sharpen up dramatically and the suspen¬ 
sion gets 30 per cent stiffen It’s a car most buyers will want 
to take on a track day. 

The Type-R has a mixture of mechanical, aerodynamic 
and electronic features to ensure you can out the power 
down safety. 

The adaptive damping system works on all four wheels 
together or independently. Its very effective during extreme 
cornering too, keeping the car flat and stable for optimum 
grip and ride comfort. Try hard enough on the track, and 
especially in the wet, and of course the Type R will still want 
to move sideways, but it’s toned down - more of a warning 
than creating any nasty oversteer/understeer surprises. 

The Type R’s natural responsiveness is boosted by a new 
‘agile handling assist’ feature, working with the more familiar 
electronic stability control. In simple terms you get a more 
rapid steering response and ‘turn-in’ because it applies 
a light, imperceptible touch of brake to the inner wheel. 
Handy on the track, it’s a potential lifesaver on the road if 
you have to suddenly make a sharp avoidance manoeuvre. 

The engineers also developed a new limited slip differen¬ 
tial, balanced drive shafts and a unique ‘dual axis’ design 
for the front end which work together to improve traction 
and cut torque steer. It also means you can safely put down 
more power, and earlier, through a corner. 

Inside you get all the features and practicality you’d ex¬ 
pect of the Civic range’s flagship, such as satnav, climate 
control and a sound system with Bluetooth, with added 
touches such as alloy pedals and gear shift. 

It’s interesting to note that the first Honda Civic sold here 
back in 1972 was a classic Mini-sized hatchback with an 
1,169cc engine. Now there is a whole range of Civic hatch¬ 
backs and tourers with the ultra-economical 1.6 diesel 
among the best sellers. But there’s no shortage of buyers 
either for what is, undoubtedly, the ultimate front wheel drive 
performance car at a fraction of the price of some of its ex¬ 
otic rivals. 





ER £5,000 

CR-Vs 


SAVE £5,021 


• 17" alloys 

• CD player 

• DAB radio 

• USB connection 

• Bluetooth® 


• climate control dual auto a/con 

• cruise control with speed limiter 

• front and rear power windows 

• Econ mode 

• Intelligent multi information display (i-MID) 




CR-V 1.6 SE 2WD 


SAVE £5,121 


• 17" alloys 

• 64.2 mpg combined 

• front fog lights 

• front and rear parking sensors 

• rear parking camera 

• Bluetooth® 

• 2 x USB/HDMI connection 


• Honda CONNECT 7"touchscreen display 
with AM/FM/DAB tuner, internet radio, 
Aha® app integration and internet browsing 

• climate control dual auto a/con 

• cruise control with speed limiter 

• auto lights and wipers 




CR-V 1.6 EX Auto 9 speed 4WD 


SAVE £5,671 


• 18" alloys 

• leather upholstery with 
driver seat memory 

• glass roof 

• privacy glass 

• keyless entry and start 

• front and rear parking sensors 

• rear parking camera 


• Honda CONNECT 7"touchscreen display 
with AM/FM/DAB tuner, internet radio, 
Aha® app integration and internet browsing 

• 8 speakers (320 watt) 

• climate control dual auto a/con 

• cruise control with speed limiter 

• auto lights and wipers 

• power tailgate 



All cars come with the balance of 3 years warranty and AA cover, choice of colours. Pictures for illustration purposes only. These offers supersede all previous offers. 





BRINDLEY GARAGES 

www.brindley.co.uk 

Brindley Cannock 

Brindley West Bromwich 

Brindley Wolverhampton 

Walsall Road 

Millennium Park, Swan Lane 

West Street, off Stafford Road 

Cannock WSI 1 0JP 

West Bromwich B70 0NR 

Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

01543 406608 

0121 629 0989 

01902 690600 
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THE VAUXHALL NEW YEAR 


SALE 

FROM 27 DECEMBER 2015 -11 JANUARY 2016 



Dudley Motor Company 
Dudley 

01384 454100 

Halesowen Motor House 

Halesowen 

0121 5030001 


Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 

01384 447 970 

T Wall Garages 
Kingswinford 
01384 288 333 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 14.4 (19.6) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 27.4 (10.3) - 91.1 
(3.1), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 85.6 (3.3). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 88g/km. # 

"Participating Retailers only. £500 Free Fuel offer not available on VIVA, Corsa Sting, Corsa Sting R and Run Out Astra and cannot be used in conjunction with the Vauxhall Scrappage Allowance. £500 Free Fuel will be supplied via pre-pay debit card. Purchase only, cannot be used to withdraw cash. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/ 
offers or contact your local Retailer for details. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1- 24 units (purchase only). All other customers are excluded. Offer restricted to eligible, selected new vehicles ordered between 27 December 2015 and 11 January 2016 and registered by 31 March 2016. Terms, 
conditions and exclusions apply. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 
























































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 
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Family 


Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


Motoring 


Local Information 


Personals 
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FreeAds 


IT'S 

FREE 

IT'S 

EAST 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

booRanad .expressandstar.co.uk 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 



Telephone line opening times 
over the festive period. 

Monday, December 21 

8.30am till 5.30pm 

Tuesday, December 22 

8.30am till 5.30pm 

Wednesday, December 23 

8.30am till 5.30pm 

Christmas Eve December 24 

8.30am till 1pm 

Christmas Day December 25 

Closed 

Boxing Day Saturday December 26 Closed 

Monday, December 28 

Closed 

Tuesday, December 29 

8.30am till 5.30pm 

Wednesday, December 30 

8.30am till 5.30pm 

New Years Eve December 31 

8.30am till 1pm 

New Years Day, Friday January 1 Closed 

Saturday, January 2 

Closed 

Please note that our deadlines will be subject to 
change considerably over the Christmas period. 
Please call 01902 317 878 for any further information. 


funeral directors 


J.R. JONES 


Lower Gornal 01902 880040 


DAINTY & 
DOWNING 


Dudley 01384 252772 


Independent family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


monumental 

masons 


S. A. LOCKETT & SON LIMITED 

337 Tettenhall Rd, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton WV6 0JZ. 01902 751825. 
info@salockettandson.co.uk 
www.salockettandson.co.uk 


Family 


Capitol Mobility-Bilston 


JANUARY OFFER 

£100 OFF POWERED PRODUCT 
WITH THIS ADVERT 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Leisure 

Time 


FISHING TACKLE WANTED any¬ 
thing considered. New or Ole 
01902 754011 or 07931 568716 


Cash paid.Vinyl Shop,5a Clevelanc 
Street, WV1 3HL. 07760 168972. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



massage 


CHINESE MASSAGE open Decem¬ 
ber 25/26 / Jan 1. 01902 903659, 
07741 696099. Compton WV6 8AF 



January (also Bromsgrove every 
Fri) Stalls available for the 3rd. EST 

971. - - - - 


Home & 
Services 


ELECTRIC COOKER double oven, 
immaculate, £130 o.n.o. 07583 
976347. 

FRIDGE FREEZER, in excellent 
condition, £90. Will deliver. Tele¬ 
phone 07340 911635. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



Hand tools, anything considered. 

01543452491 /07539340307 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67 @ 
hotmail.com 



BFC FURNITURE 

WINTER MELTDOWN NOW ON 

OPENALL OVER NEW YEAR 10 till 6pm Sunday: 10 till 4pm 



Beds d irect from our factory save £££’s. 

1 Bespoke mattresses our speciality. Divan beds from £49. 

Mattresses from £29. Ortho & memory mats from £69. 
Fashion beds from £49 and bunk bed frames from £99. 
Ottoman bed frames from £199. Biggest selection of beds you 
will find anywhere at lowest factory direct price. Recliner & 
^■^P^jnobility lift and rise choose from 

~ our unrivalled selection, many for immediate 
delivery EG Roberta leather lift and tilt 
Was E699 IHALF, . PRICE£349^B 
Big selection of dual motor models in leather and 
fabric, many half price. Hundreds of suites - 
recliners corner units, wing chairs at bargain prices 
100’s of clearance suites from £299. 

Odd sofas from £99, odd chairs from £49. 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

OPEN EVERYDAY 10am-6pm OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 4PM 
CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, GREAT BRIDGE RD, TIPTON DY4 7RG. 
OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

rum 0121 557 6885 

BIG CHOICE OF DINING FURNITURE 



BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 


ClassifiedAds 



A ABSOLUTELY BEST price given 
for single items or houses cleared. 
Antique, old, reproduction. Call: 
01384 482155 or 07802 475693. 

BRITISH COINS AND MEDALS 

wanted by private collector. 

Please contact 01902 676540. 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES •COSTUME JEWELLERY 

• Old toys • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
HOUSE CLEARANCES 

01922 495066 or 
07971 783206 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 



ALAN JONES 

THE ORIGINAL. AERIAL- 
SPECIALIST THE BEST! 
Est 1955 - 59 years at the top! 
Recommended by thousands 
Genuine, honest, 100% reliable 
WE HAVE WATCHED THEM ALL COME AND GO 
Call: 01902 885985 
ANY PROBLEM SOLVED 


CLEAR VISION AERIALS. Free- 
view, FreeSat, Sky, CCTV. Aerials 
from £79. Dishes from £79. OAP 
DISCOUNT. Tel: 01902 752036. 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 
All aspects of building work including: 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, Roofing, 
Driveways & Landscaping 
Call 01902 579592 or 07837 994465 


carpet & upholstery 
\ s _ cleaning _ 


RESTORE THE BEAUTY/freshness 

of your carpets. Est 12yrs. Free 
quotes. Call Able 01902 742222. 


domestic 
y cleaning 


[ (midlands ltd) 

"IfiYOU 


Domestic Cleaning & Ironing Service. 
Friendly, Reliable & Trustworthy. 
Call Anita on: 07854163 804. 


drain clearance 


ALL DRAIN AND SEWER 

Blockages cleared fast. 

Call Fast Clean: 01902 736424. 


fencing 


A BARGAIN AT BUSHBURY 
FENCING/GATES LTD. Supply/fit. 
WV10 9QQ. Call 07816 863810. 

ALPINE FENCING and sheds. 
Supply, fit and manufacture. 01902 
473188 or 07740 358956. 


gardening 

services 




all tyour Patio’s, 
Turfing, Decking, 
treework and 
Root grinding... 


Prestwood 

I FENCING & 
LANDSCAPING 



gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 61962 366855/ 
07761 973975 


A BOILER BREAKDOWN, 
COOKER, FIRE, 
FITTED-SERVICED-REPAIRED 

/i Landlord certs. 

. All areas covered. 

/safe J * E ,t 1< r a £ ing - 

c —Sir Call John: 

01902 562664 
/07969 687832 


handyman 

services 


FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


house clearances 


YMCA REQUIRE FURNITURE Free 
Collection. Call: 01922 629562, 
01384 231714, 01902 715249. 


logs 



oven cleaning 


AAA OVEN CLEANING, Ovens, 
Hobs, Aga / Range / Micro / Extrac¬ 
tors. 01902 689418 / 07910 921736 

OVENBLITZ MIDLANDS Affordable 
oven cleaning specialists. See 
website or call 0800 773 4870. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. k J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 


plumbers 


G M PLUMBING SERVICES Com¬ 
plete Bathrooms, Kitchens, Taps 
Showers, Blockages 07976 012468 


plumbing & ] 

heating| 

KEIRON JONES HEATING Full 
central heating from £2,200. Call 
01902 403823 / 07811 855231. 


plastering 


DOMESTIC 

PLASTERING 


rendering & small building 
work undertaken. 35 years 
experience. For a free quote 


07887 495726 
07583 643932 

www.domesticplastering.co.uk 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


painters / ^ 

decorators 


CALL M&B DECORATORS 

City & Guilds 
No job too small 
Free Quote 
01902 494555 


i PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 
INTERIOR PAINTER AND DECO¬ 
RATOR Friendly and reliable, clean 
and tidy.Call Deb 01384 821846 / 
07502 396385 

MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painter and Decorator 

Wallpaper is my speciality, competitive prices. 
For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 


removals 


A1KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS & HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

Single items, 

Full houses, Offices etc 

Recession rates, 
FREE QUOTES 

We take the stress away 

40 years experience 

07966 281957 


A & MCHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


roofing 


S&F ROOFING 
& GUTTERING 

Flat, Main roofs, rubber or felt, repaired and replaced, 
all repointing. Guttering repaired and replaced. 

BEAT ALL QUOTES GUARANTEED 


Call Sean 01902 829158 8am to 8pm 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


SELL IT 
FAST 
SELL IT 
LOCAL 

01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 


CENTRA HEAT 


Boiler Servicing inc Free Landlords Certificate. 
Power Flushing, Boiler/ System Repairs 

£200 OFF/Trade in old boiler 

Installed in January, t&c apply 


01902 845211 
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ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 
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SKIPS 


FFORDABLE SKIPS 


2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


I KECTfrEErE I 
<m-\ fj-rv -j-j-j-j | 


ATM&M 

SKIPS 

Fast, friendly service 
All areas covered 
All sizes 

Same day service 

Freephone 
0800 619 0189 
07904 915016 


AN ABSOLUTE 
AFFORDABLE 


CASTLE 
SKIP HIRE 

Mini, midi and 
large skips 

Also available mini 
digger with driver 



GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


upholstery 


BILSTON UPHOLSTERY A Suite- 
Chair Re Upholstered-Repaired as 
new. 01902 404698 Free Est. 



Pets & 
.Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 


A CHRISTMAS WISH 

Bob, 6 years old Labrador 
Cross, good with other dogs 
and children. 

Bruce, young white and brown 
Jack Russell. 

Nell, 1 year old Border Collie, bit 
shy. 

Tarka, 10 year old Lakeland 
Terrier cross. 

Ziggy, 12 year old Patterdale 
cross. 

Nell, 8 year old, liver and white 
Springer Spaniel. 

Ben, 3 year old Border Collie, 
handsome boy. 

Also others. 

Animal Samaritans. 
01588 676106. 


COCKER SPANIEL puppies, first 
vacs, health checked. £375. 

07972 604503. 

EIGHTEEN MONTH Old shih-tzu 
bitch, un-spayed, pedigree, excel¬ 
lent temperament £600. 

07584 902502. 

MINITURE JACK RUSSELLS pups, 
happy and playful £250. 

07972 604503. 


ROTTWEILER CROSS German 
Shepherd puppies, health 
checked. £250. 07972 604503. 



THANKYOU 


Just to wish all the lovely people 
who supported us through the 
year, either giving a dog a new 
home, supporting the cruelty 
case dogs and for generally 
being their for us. 

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. 

Animal Samaritans 
Round House, Horderely 
Craven Arms 
SY7 8HT 


WE HAVE SOME lovely little and big 
dogs looking for a new home. If you 
can help call 01384 241034. 


WHITE GERMAN Shepherd boy 
puppy, first vacs health checked. 
£350. 07972 604503. 




THIS SPACE 


YOUR 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 




Business & 
k Farming 




READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 



ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 

for Small Business. Competitive 
Rates. Call 01902 882600 
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Property 





A 1 BEDROOM FLAT TO LET 

Ground Floor chapel ash DSS ok 
01902 686605 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

HIGH QUALITY STUDIO FLATS 

Tettenhall area, No DSS. 
07976 263435 / 01902 700028. 
MERRIDALE ROOM to let. £63pw 
inc most bill not to be overlooked!! 
DSS ok. Call 07723 016692. 

ONE BEDROOM flat, Gornal, first 
floor, good condition, £300pcm. 
07958 339269. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 
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Jobs 





STEEL ERECTORS Required to join 
directly employed erection teams 
with previous experience in erect¬ 
ing structural steel. Full time posi¬ 
tion with good rates of pay. Please 
contact Rob/Kevin on 01384 
258400. 



CRH Transport TrainingTrain and 

Test at our centre in West Brom 
0121 3231777 crhtraining.co.uk 



STEEL FABRICATORS/PLATERS 

Required to a join structural steel¬ 
work company. People required 
with experience working from draw¬ 
ings, able to manufacture all types 
of structural steel. Full time position 
with good rates of pay ana condi¬ 
tions. Please contact Gary on 
01384 258400 




A LOCAL BUYER pays full market 
value and more for your property. 
Call Rick 07729 297901 

1 BUY HOUSES, any condition. Top 
prices paid. For free valuation. 
Call Nikki 07910 539 886 

TEKLA OPERATOR Required with 
experience in detailing all types of 
structural steelwork. Inill time posi¬ 
tion. Please contact Stuart on 
01384 258400 


SELL YOUR HOUSE FOR 
CASH IN 7 DAYS! 


100% MARKET VALUE IN 
28 DAYS! 


Tel:<24hrs)0800 612 8495 
or 01902 212310 

www. national-re sidential.co.uk 


MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

FRIDAY 

SATURDAY 

SUNDAY 



full time - general 


mobile 

mechanics 


Accounts Trainee + Study Support 

DUDLEY 


MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 



An opportunity has been created for anyone that is at the start of their career and 
looking for a position that can provide full training towards an AAT Qualification or 
an ICAEW Training contract. You will be provided with full funding for your studies 
along with expenses for any books and material required. 

This is an excellent opportunity for anyone at the early stages of their career, as 
the business has an excellent reputation for training and development of all their 
staff, in a friendly and warm environment. 

You will be working alongside a Manager and other trainees, completing a number 
of duties. Anyone applying for the position should be able to demonstrate: 

• A committed attitude to a long term career in finance 

• Willingness to learn new skills and systems 

• Excellent communication skills • Flexible attitude to your work 
Please provide a full C.V. to Price Pearson, 

Finch House, 28/30 Wolverhampton Street, Dudley, DY11DB 


spares/parts 


Personals 


BATTERIES FROM £29.99: Corsa, 
Fiesta, Focus, Clio etc: 2 year 
guarantee - Wolves Hire - 0f902 
746723. Tettenhall Road WV6 OLE. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 


L 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 
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Motoring 



j^LL^NGj 
YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALL 

01902 317878 


FORD FIESTA ZETEC SI .6 TDCi 

(95) 11 plate, 48k,SH, frozen white. 
All extras. Immaculate throughout. 
£6,495. 07970 705466(T) or P/X 

OLDFIELD AND SON VW Polo 1.6S 
2007, Black finish: £2,495. Peugeot 
307S, 2007, Black finish: £1,595. 
Vauxhall Zafira, 2005, Black, 7 
Seater: £1,495. 07913 981460. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


BMA 1 Bit. Here- 2 .5 Ye^rs 

25 CARS 
UNDER £1,000 

Full MOT’S 

07956 988517 

Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 


MITSUBISHI SHOGUN Pinin, 04, 
1.8, MoT Aug 2016, leather, alloys, 
AC, 1 owner, immaculate condition. 
£1,400 ono. 07930 374986. 

RENAULT MEGAN 1.4, 02 reg, fair 
condition. £250 ono. 

07969193128. 


ROVER 45, 02 reg, 9 months MoT, 
new head gasket, £350. 

Telephone 01902 411467. 



JAGUAR XJS 4.0 

1991. Only 66,000 miles. Light 
metallic blue. Sports auto box. 
Heated leather seats. 

SH, 10 months MoT. 

Good condition for year. 
£3,500 ono. 

07904 662468 (Bridgnorth). 


WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 
01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


MUST DC SEEN 


FORD TRANSIT VAN 

MWB, 2000cc, diesel, Y reg, full 
MoT, 117,000 miles, clean 
throughout, reliable runner. 

£1,450. 

07817 665278. 


MUST BE SEEN 


Drive All Seasons 

© Lessons Starting FROM 1 

5 Lessons £50 ILj 
10 _ £89 

[Manual & Automatic! 

Franchise Opportunities Available 
COVERING WOLVERHAMPTON, 
WALSALL & CANNOCK. 

Free Unlimited Theory 
07517 845477 
www.driveallseasons.co.uk 


AMAZING OFFER 5 lessons £40, 
10 lessons £80. £18 an hour there 
after. Call now 07958 051263. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


HONDA REBEL 250 CLASSIC 

1998, excellent condition for age. 
£1,100 ono. 

Contact Lisa 07505 357726. 

WE BUY BIKES immaculate, as 
new, garaged / non runners. Cash 
paid. Peter All Bikes, 01902 312939 
bikesallspares@gmail.com 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


■VI OB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



I clutches / brakes' 

V / gearboxes 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE 
MOBILE 

30 yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call Rob 
01384 251328 or 
07972 169554 anytime 

For Example: 

Citroen Cl, C2, C3 
Hyundai 110 
Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on 
others! 


ADVERTISEMENTS 

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 

1. Midland News Association Limited All publications in this group are published 
by the Midland News Association Limited, registered office Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton WV11ES (‘the Company’) and this is the address to which any 
notices should be sent. 

2. Acceptance The Company will only accept advertising on these standard terms 
and no other contract terms or conditions will apply other than those which are 
implied by statute and cannot lawfully be excluded. In particular the Company 
will not accept advertising on the basis of advertiser’s terms and conditions. 

3. Content of Advertisements All advertisements must be legal decent honest and 
truthful. Advertisements must comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes under the general supervision of the Advertising 
Standards Authority. Advertisements must comply with the requirements of all 
current legislation including but not limited to the following:- All advertisements 
must clearly differentiate between trade and private advertising as required by 
the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977. Advertisements offering 
credit or hire facilities must comply with the Consumer Credit (Advertisement) 
Regulations 1980. 

All descriptions of goods must be accurate and in no way infringe the provisions 
of the Trades Descriptions Act 1968. 

Advertisements must not contain any material which is defamatory. You must 
have permission to use any material contained in your advertisement and must 
not infringe the copyright moral rights or any other right of any third party. 

The Company reserves the right to refuse to carry any advertisement or to 
require amendment of any advertisement in its absolute discretion. 

4. Appearance of Advertisements Whilst the Company makes every effort to 
comply with requests, publication on a particular date or in a particular position 
cannot be guaranteed. The Company reserves the right to alter, suspend, cancel 
or reject an advertisement at its discretion even after the same has been accepted 
for publication without being liable to compensate you. You will not be charged 
for any advertisement which does not appear. If only a part of a series of 
advertisements appears you will only be charged for the advertisements in the 
series which actually appear. The Company does not guarantee the publication 
or extent of supporting editorial and your obligation to pay for advertising will 
not under any circumstances be dependent upon the appearance or content of 
editorial. No liability will be accepted for non-appearance of editorial. The 
Company does not guarantee that advertising will not appear for similar or the 
same subject matter to your advertisement and no liability shall be accepted as 
a result of such advertising appearing. It is the advertiser’s responsibility to 
provide any amended copy, whether by electronic or other format, and the 
Company does not guarantee that it will be able to or will agree to modify, amend 
or alter any file or copy supplied to it. 

5. Liability The Company’s liability for any loss or damage caused by any error or 
omission in the advertisement or any other breach of contract shall not in any 
circumstances exceed a full refund of any price paid by the advertiser to the 
Company for the publication of the advertisement or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of the same type as that which originally appeared. 
Where a series of advertisements is booked the Company’s liability shall not in 
any circumstances exceed the value of the first advertisement in the series. In 
the event of any error, misprint or omission in the publication of the 
advertisement the Company will either re-publish the advertisement or the 
relevant parts of the advertisement or make a reasonable refund of or adjustment 
to the cost of the advertisement. If the error does not materially detract from 
the advertisement then no re-publication, refund or adjustment will be made. It 
is the advertiser’s responsibility to check the content of advertisements and the 
Company will not accept any liability for loss or damage, or obligation to 
republish or make a refund or adjustment, arising from re-publication of an 
advertisement containing an error, misprint or omission which has not been 
identified by the advertiser after first publication. 

6. Box numbers The Company accepts no liability for loss or damage caused by 
delay in forwarding or omission to forward to the advertiser replies to Box 
Numbers. Box Numbers must not be used for sending goods, distributing 
circulars or communications from agents. The Company reserves the right to 
open and inspect all replies to Box Number and to destroy goods, circulars of 
communications from agents which are discovered during an inspection. 

7. Inspection The Company shall be entitled at any time to inspect any goods or 
services advertised and may decline to carry further advertising if such 
inspection is not permitted or if in the Company’s opinion the provision of further 
advertising facilities is not appropriate in view of the nature or quality of the 
goods or services. 

8. Indemnity The advertiser, including any advertising agency involved in placing 
any advertisement, warrants that it has permission to use for publication by 
electronic and printed means all material which is included in the advertisement. 
The advertiser and any advertising agency involved in placing any advertisement 
agree to indemnify the Company in respect of all charges, costs, claims or 
damage arising out of the publication of the advertisement, whether the same 
result from actual or threatened legal action or from some other cause. 

9. Cancellation On a request for cancellation or amendment of a classified 
advertisement being accepted, you will be given a cancellation or amendment 
number which must be quoted in all subsequent correspondence. Payment of 
the originally agreed price will be required in full for any advertisement in relation 
to which the advertiser is unable to supply a valid cancellation or amendment 
number. Cancellation can only be accepted if the Company is notified of the 
cancellation by no later than the following deadlines:- 

Lineage, Semi Display - By no later than 6.30pm on the working day prior to 
publication. Advertisements to appear on Monday must be cancelled by 10 am 
on the preceding Saturday 

Classified Display - By no later than 24 hours before the date of publication 
Colour/Features - By no later than 10 clear days before the date of publication 
To cancel Lineage, Semi Display and Classified Display advertisements please 
telephone 01902 317878. To cancel Colour/Features advertisements please 
speak to the Representative through whom the advertisement was booked. 

10. Rates Advertising rates are as laid out in the Company’s current rate card which 
is available on request from the Company’s offices. The rates may be varied 
from time to time in the Company’s absolute discretion and without prior 
notification of the intended variation. The revised rate will be charged for any 
advertising ordered after the date of variation. 

All gross advertising rates except classified lineage and semi-display are subject 
to a 0.1% Advertising Standards Board of Finance levy payable by advertisers 
to help finance the self-regulatory system administered by the Advertising 
Standards Authority. 

11. Payment The Company reserves the right to require pre-payment as a condition 
of any advertisement being published. Where pre-payment is not required unless 
different credit terms have been agreed with the advertiser in writing payment 
must be made within 14 days of the date of issue of the Company’s invoice. An 
additional £2.00 booking charge will be payable if the invoice is not paid in full 
within this 14 day period. 

Any additional credit facilities which are offered are at the Company’s absolute 
discretion. The advertiser’s liability shall be for the full amount of all advertising 
ordered and shall not be limited to the amount of any credit limit which the 
Company may impose. 

Payment may be made by [method] cash, cheque or credit/debit card. The 
advertiser’s obligation to pay for other items on an account shall not be affected 
by the existence of any query over an individual item within that account. 

12. Data Protection Act The advertiser’s details will be retained by the Company for 
the purposes of administering our accounts records and so that the Company 
may notify the advertiser of future advertising opportunities which may be of 
interest to you. By placing advertising with the Company the advertiser agrees 
to your details being used for this purpose. 

13. Applicable Law These conditions of acceptance shall be governed by and 
interpreted in accordance with the law of England and Wales. 
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Local Specialists 


Building and Landscaping 


Plumbing & Heating 


J\ POLLO . 


APOLLO G.C.L Are accredited with both Construction Line 
and CHAS. With a client satisfaction rating of 9.8 and a 
client base which includes Amazon UK and Broxap. 

We always strive to deliver customer satisfaction. 

So, call us for a free estimate if you require, groundworks, 
drainage, blockwork, brickwork, housing or office 
extensions, internal refurbishment or landscaping. 

,F 0800 043 4455 <*£> 


^ irr iTTTTf^Trg j 
Combi Boiler change from £950 
SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



Also Warranty on Vailliant up to 10 years and Worcester 6 years 


Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


Plumbing & Heating 


M Bioelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mmm 

local service call: • — - 


mbelectric. co.uk 



Plumb Serve 

^ Plumbing & Heating SPECIALISTS 


Special Offer Boiler Service £50 


•Taps, Toilets, Baths & Waste 

• Full Bathroom, En Suites Installed 

• Drainage Unblocked/Repaired 

• Radiators Fitted/Removed 


Gardening 



ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped Mungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Plumbing 


Need a plumber or 
jobs doing around the house? 


Give Ian a call i, 

/ fit Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Outside Taps, Flat Pack, etc. . 

No job too small! No call out charge 


■ FREE QUOTES 

Call Ian on 07813 506025 • (01902) 276740 

Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Property Maintenance 


R 


f ■ OAKHAM 

TREE SURGERY 
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* Professional, Fully Qualified Insured Tree Surgeon 
^ Tree Felling 
*■ Hedge Trimming 
*• Pruning 

*• Crown Reduction-Lifts 

* Reshaping 
^ Conifer Topping 

FREE QUOTATIONS 


CALL 01384 212265 
OR 07702 756197 


Plumbing & Heating 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 



/ Central Heating & Boilers 
/ Kitchens & Bathrooms 

Callfor 

and for all other offers 



S HARRIS 

PLASTERING Mk 
SERVICES 

All aspects covered 

FREE QUOTES 

Call Steve 

07853 257230 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
TREE SERVICE 

Trees felled, hedges 
trimmed, stumps 
removed, tree reports. 
Fully insured. 

Arboricultural Association & Council Approved. 

01902 892652 

www.wolvestrees.co.uk 
E: treebloke@aol.com 


Tree Surgeon 


G ORHAL's'TREE^fGARDEH SERVICES 

• Conifers reduced & trimmed 
»Crown reductions • Tree Felling 

• Turfing • Fencing • Hedge Trimming 

• 'ungles & gardens cl—' 
ully Insured • NPTC 


Cookers & Fires, Installed & Serviced ■ 
Boiler Install, Serviced & Repaired 
Landlord Safety Checks 
Full Central Heating Systems 




Roofix Roofing 

Flat roofing specialists 

All types of flat roofing systems 
Tiling Work, Fascia, Soffits and Guttering 
Chimney Repointing, Free Quotations 

Tel: Ol SOS 56QB92 
Mobile: 07952 442017 
www. roofixwm. co. uk 




FreeAds 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250, simply fill out the 

ADVERT DETAILS - (ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 


Ji 


Please send to: Classif iedAds, Express & Star, 51 -53 Queen St, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES. 


IT’S ABSOLUTELY FREE 

*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. Limited time only 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum 


Buy Local, Sell Local 

01902 317878 


To advertise your business and reach more than 53,000 potential customers.. 


Call us on... 

01384353241 
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YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 26 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY26 
123456 hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 
per message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be mod¬ 
erated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 


YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 



Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 500 3957 


US St. calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 

phone company's access charge. 

http://dating.expressandstar.com 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://datin 9 . 6 XpreSSandstar.COm 


Women seeking men 


REMEMBER: Calls cost El .55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


LYN, 43, divorced very lonely single mum, 
young looking, slim, attractive, WLTM similar 
male for companionship. Age/looks/Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418795 0 

I JENNI, single mum seeks single dad, own 

home, can accommodate and loves spoiling 

I her man. Text only to Mailbox no: 4115108 


39 yr old independent single Mom, knows the 
benefit of having a good man in the picture. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 5084796 


AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty brunette seeks 
man, any age, any area, for discreet daytime 

fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418117 


FRANCES, 45, busty female, loves nights 
in/out, seeking uncomplicated male who can 
occupy my free time for quality 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:420003 0 


SAMANTHA, 42yrs, seeks gent for festive 
season, doesnDt want to be along again. 
Age/looks unimportant, GSOH essential. 
Box: 4140774. Text only. 

ALEXA 49 - slim, attractive, long-haired 
music loving female, with many interests 
including dining out, the arts, photography 
WLTM similar male. Text only to Mailbox 
no:5345662 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
CHLOE pretty single female 36yrs, dark 
hair/eyes, slim build, very lonely and looking 
for reliable discreet male for mutual 
companionship maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420359 0 
DISCREET man wanted by married lady for 
no strings fun. I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 3007 Box 
418167 

JANE, young 41, very broadminded seeks 
chap any age for discreet no strings fun, any 
age, no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3011 Box:409715 

JANE, young 41, very broadminded seeks 
chap any age for discreet no strings fun, any 
age, no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3008 Box:409715 


a lot of get up and go for romance and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420355 0 

MAUREEN, discreet sensual lady, 42yrs 
seeks daytime fun at her home. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3015 Box: 405297 
YVONNE, single mum, happy with life, but 
would like to meet someone to share fun 
times with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but bored, 
seeks discreet adult fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 413399 


JANE, 47, voluptuous female, long hair, 
brown eyes, generous curves, would love to 
spend cosy nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417985 0 
SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, romantic, 
warm and cuddly, seeks similar kind male for 
a loving relationship with lots of cuddles and 
kisses. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 0 
LUCY, 32, blonde, tall and slim, looking for a 
casual fling, nothing serious. Discretion 
needed and assured. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420237 

KELLY young attractive vivacious 48yr old 
lady, loves good food, cosy nights in/out, 
holidays etc, WLTM male for mutual 
companionship Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 420195 0 

CATHY, 42, good looking brunette with a real 
passion for life, seeking male for happy times, 
dates, chats, romance and more. Pis call. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420175 0 
TARA 22 tall slim but curvy with legs that go 
all the way up to heaven, WLTM very 
appreciative confident male for adult fun. 
Contact me anytime. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414701 0 

FEMALE, dark haired 5'10, curvy, likes 
reading, walking, cinema, seeks male 40-50 
for lasting relationship. Text only to Mailbox 
no:5077545 

PROFESSIONAL black female age 52, 
enjoys evenings and days out, would like to 
meet similar Midlands male. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5315901 

CATHY, 42, good looking brunette with a real 
passion for life, seeking male for happy times, 
dates, chats, romance and more, pis call. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420073 0 
LISA 38 slim attractive blonde, looking for a 
man who will appreciate a feminine, 
fashionable, fun, romantic sensual woman 
with a mind of her own. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 


FEMALE, seeks fun loving male who likes a 
drink and a laugh, to enjoy erotic experiences 
with a curvy brunette. Discretion guaranteed. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 5079311 
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MARY, pretty, friendly, lots of fun, lives in 
Kidderminster, loves the theatre, opera, 
ballet, WLTM a lovely, charming, funny, 
genuine guy, 30s, to settle down with. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419883 0 
LOU, 45, lives in Shrewsbury, WLTM a lady 
between 42-49 with blue eyes, must be kind, 
caring and funny to mend my broken heart, 
someone who likes to curl up on the sofa for 
cozy nights in. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 419855 0 

FREYA 24yr old single mum, looking for male 
for free time frolics, call me if you're 
interested, it could be fun! Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419851 0 
SARAH 38, slim, nice looking, sensual, 
tactile, no ties, WLTM kind, loving male to 
enjoy affectionate relationship. Any 
age/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419821 0 

PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes reading, nights 
out, seeks gent for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418277 0 

68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:414773 

JULIA 47, looking for genuine, reasonably 
attractive male friend, may to lead to more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419695 0 
LADY Penelope seeks her very own Parker 
(47-58) to go on a voyage of discovery and 
romance. Text only to Mailbox no: 4550237 
BLACK lady seeks white male over 60, any 
location, for friendship and hopefully a lot 
more. Text only to Mailbox no: 4256384 
CHARLENE, 24, petite curvy young blonde 
seeks similar cheeky, fun loving guy for lots 
of fun and loving. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419597 0 
JOANNA, 36, petite, auburn haired female, 
lovely figure seeks loving older male for fun 
nights out and cosy nights in. Maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419595 0 
SHARON 32, attractive black single mum of 
one, very tactile and passionate, WLTM male 
45-65yrs for fun meets. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419579 0 
MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed brunette, fit and 
active, seeks similar male to have a laugh 
with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417 0 

KAREN 50, widow, likes swimming, horse 
riding, keep fit, clay pigeon shooting, GSOH, 
N/S, non drinker, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415211 
CURVY, farm girl at heart, 32, 5ft 10, single 
mum, caring, kind, shy, likes walks, cooking 
WLTM tactile male farmer for LTR. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5067001 


CAROL Ann, sensitive slim brunette very 

romantic seeks tall handsome male for fun, 

friendship and lots of TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 

3955 Box No: 419385 0 

KIRSTEN, 36, attractive, blonde and very 

bored, seeking open-minded decent male for 

fun/friendship, 40-60yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 

3955 Box No: 419383 0 

VAL 41, pretty, cuddly, flirty, seeks similar fun 

loving male for an uncomplicated no strings 

relationship. Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 

- 500 3955 Box No: 416601 0 

MID naughty forties female looking fun, thrills 
and discreet meets, give me a call, you wont 
be disappointed. Any age with own 
accommodation. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 409109 0 


KAY, very young 45, fit and active, no ties, 
seeks similar young at heart, fun male for fun 
meets. Age/Status/looks unimportant. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 418577 0 


SHROPSHIRE male, 50, tall, dark, attractive, 
fun loving, seeks attractive female for fun and 
excitement. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
341387 


VIVACIOUS strawberry blonde who knows 
just what she wants, looking for caring male < 
for spontaneous fun relationship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 418445 0 
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WENDY, 40, slim, fit, bubbly female looking 
to meet a tall, slim, fit, mature male who 
thinks he can keep up. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418369 0 


COLIN 48, seeks cuddly large big beautiful 
woman 45 to 55 for LTR, love, romance, 
hopefully likes cuddles, kisses, holding 
hands. Text only to Mailbox no: 5308886 


JO 55, curvy redhead, loves eating out, 
theatre, travel, looking for middle-aged prince 
charming to sweep me off my feet. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4464905 


52YRS old guy genuine down to earth 
looking for Mrs right for nights in and out, 
walking, cooking, lives life to the full. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5331215 


GENUINE lady looking for genuine male, age 
58-60, for friendship and to have a laugh with. 
So if that's you would love to hear from you. 

Text only to Mailbox No: 4537136 


WIDOWER 70 plus, seeking female for 
friendship. Love me love my dog. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 417439 


DIVORCED female, attractive, sensual by 
nature, OHAC, bored with own company, 
looking to make life a little more exciting with 
likeminded man. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 419219 0 

LINDA, 47, brown-eyed blonde, caring, 
loving and honest, many interests, seeks 
genuine male to share lonely evenings with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 417211 0 
JOYCE, affectionate sensitive widow, bit of a 
romantic, seeks loving male for lots of TLC. 
Looks unimportant, it’s what's in the heart that 
matters. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419143 0 

DEBBIE, 29, looking for mature professional 
fun guy, 40-50 to spend good times with. Call 
me, you have nothing to lose. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 419075 0 
JULES, sensitive tactile, curvy brunette, 
hopeless romantic, seeks tall, loving male for 
fun, friendship and possible LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419033 0 I 

VIRGINIA, outgoing social female, 24, tall I 
slim and attractive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel | 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418845 0 
HEATHER, well travelled solvent brunette 
looking to share a large glass of wine and 
whatever follows with affectionate man friend. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419031 " 


PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes reading, nights I 

out, seeks gent for friendship, days out and I 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418277 0 

68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:414773 

WENDY, 40, slim, fit, bubbly female looking 
to meet a tall, slim, fit, mature male who 
thinks he can keep up. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418369 0 
EILEEN, slim green eyed brunette likes 
meals out and cosy nights in, seeks tall male 
who would make her laugh and brighten up 
her day. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418347 0 


Men seeking women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


MALE looking to meet a nice lady for fun 
times to spend with. I am 72 and would like 
to meet a lady between 60 and 70. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5332896 
PHILLIP, 29 years old, 5ft 11 ins, stocky build, 
green eyes, friendly, GSOH, seeks genuine 
friendly n/s female for friendship, possible 
relationship. Text only to Mailbox no: 
5335424 

PHIL, 58, slim, OHAC, from Wolverhampton, 
looking for a fun lady for a no-strings 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420265 0 

GENUINE 56yr old male, divorced, OHAC, 
looking for nice lady for friendship, maybe 
more. Wolverhampton. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 405551 
CARING male, 57, OHAC, looking for female, 
any race, status and age for no strings 
discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411461 


STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium build, likes 
walks, seeks female, slim-medium build, 
single mum welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 396709 

6FT well built guy, nicely groomed looking for 
fun intimate nights or day with slim/medium 
build attractive lady 35-55. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5132460 

ALAN, 56 year old builder, muscular build, 
five foot ten, fit, likes the gym, pubs, clubs 
and days out, seeks female with similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419975 0 

ATTRACTIVE, fit, sporty, tactile, youthful 
black male seek relationship with lady. N/S. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 4851641 
WIDOWER, quiet, easygoing, slim, 5ft 7 tall, 
smart, varied interests, seeks slimish lady, 50 
to 65 yrs for caring relationship. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4 



*EG send KISS12345 to 80098 

All messages received £1.50. You may receive up to 
4 messages for each message you send. Text STOP to 
80098 to exit at any time Minimum 7 mssags must be sent 
before contact details can be exchanged. This 
service is not computer generated. Messages are 
responded to by realservice users. No meetings can 
be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose 
a public space & do not give personal details to people 
you have not met. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help 
tel 0207 720 7130 or email support@jmediauk.co.uk 

PAULINE, 49yrs, very attractive, curvy 
divorcee, affectionate and fun, seeks laid 
back, sincere male for an uncomplicated, 
loving relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418925 0 


JACKIE lonely and looking for male 

company, 48-65. Need a bit of love and FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 
affection? Then I’m your girl, call me. Tel No: male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 418169 0 0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 


FEMALE medium build, blonde hair, 5ft5ins, 
seeks male, 50-58, GSOH, loving, caring and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:415429 


FELICITY, 38yrs, attractive, petite but 
shapely lady seeks gent for indoor activities! 
Age/looks/marital status unimportant but 
must be discreet and non demanding. Tel: 
0906 515 3023 Box 420235 
SARAH, curvaceous brunette, 35, 
passionate nature, solvent, OHAC, WLTM 
date again, looking for male to take me out. 
Looks/Age unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420207 0 
LOUISE, pretty hairdresser, works long 
hours, finds it hard to meet a boyfriend, 34yrs, 
own flat. Text only to Mailbox no: 4192572 


MAGGIE, 72 yrs young, good sense of 
humour, well presented, WLTM kind, sincere 
chappie to share coffee and a chat. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5310040 
LOUISE 35, dark hair, blue eyes, attractive 
ex air hostess, looking for fun times with older 
male for romantic nights in and more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420043 0 
JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, outgoing, 
friendly, WLTM passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418609 0 


WIDOW 50, blonde hair, GSOH, 5ft 5ins, 

slim, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 415767 


LADY young at heart, nice eyes, seeks man 
42-52 with good sense of humour. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4881572 
VIRGINIA, outgoing social female, 24, tall 
slim and attractive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418845 0 


WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good career, likes gym. 
Looking for a lady who likes stimulating 
conversation and times. Tel No: 0906 515 
4345 Box No: 419829 
MICHAEL, school teacher, very shy and 
lonely, 42yrs, own home, car, seeks genuine 
caring lady. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4156561 

DARREN, 44, slim build, dark brown hair, 
green eyes, seeks genuine female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418809 0 
HAPPY man 59 looking for a lady to share 
the good times. I enjoy cinema, eating out, 
pubs and holidays in hot places. Text only to 
mailbox no: 4618385 

LONELY and broken male seeks female to 
show me what love is. Text only to mailbox 
no:5345658 

VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, GSOH, six 
foot tall, nice build, n/s, genuine, tactile, fit 
and sporty, looking for a women for nights in 
and out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420135 0 

COLIN 61, lorry driver, 5'10", blue eyes, kind 
hearted, romantic, hobbies include growing 
fuchsia's for showing and I have a vintage 
tractor that I play with from time to time. 
Looking for similar who's up for a lot of fun. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418463 0 
HANDSOMEguy, 49, seeks attractive, 
younger female for fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 316752 
TALL dark, good looking male, 53, seeks 
attractive female for daytime fun and exciting 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
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STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium build, likes 
walks, seeks female, slim-medium build, 
single mum welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 396709 


TIM, easygoing honest male, discreet, 
unihibited, seeks similar non-conformist 
averagely attractive, N/S female up to 65. 
Notts. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
375065 

SUBMISSIVE 44year old WLTM dominant 
female 25-30 years who enjoys role play with 
friendship and maybe possible relationship. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 5084114 
MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied 
interests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for 
friendship or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283 0 
MARK 40, 5ft 9ins, brown hair/eyes, 
attractive, good looking, OHAC/business, 
likes walks, day trips, cinema, seeks similar 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
348239 

PROFESSIONAL male, 41, own business, 
likes to enjoy life, clubs, pubs, cinema, gym, 
seeks similar female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 360283 

MALE 45yrs old, self-employed motor 
trader/mechanic, medium build, green eyes, 
average looks. I am a nice genuine and 
honest person looking for similar lady to 
share a honest permanent relationship and 
happy times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 418709 0 


Men seeking men 


Bl male, single widower, 58, seeks gay male 
friends near Tamworth. Text only to Mailbox 
no:4355756 


PHIL 55, divorced, 5ft lOins, slim, OHAC, 
seeks female, 18 plus for discreet adult fun. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 401875 


Bl curious Gloucester guy 36, slim, married, 
WLTM gay or bi male aged 60 to 75 for fun 
times. Text only to Mailbox no: t 


GENUINE male, 58, OHAC, looking for fun 
lady for no strings fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417601 

PHIL 57, OHAC, discreet, seeks no strings 
fun with younger female. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 414991 


Bl male would like to meet same. 60 to 80 
yrs. Must be able to accommodate. Coventry 
or Birmingham. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4931168 

TALL male 57, seeks older male 60 to 80 for 
adult fun. Text only to Mailbox no: 4347071 


MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed brunette, fit and 
active, seeks similar male to have a laugh 

with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417 0 


LOOKING for the right chemistry with country 
loving gent who like me is looking for some 
extra fun in their life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418843 0 


ATTRACTIVE male, 54, seeks attractive 
female for daytime fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 407915 
TALL, dark, slim, attractive guy, 48, seeks 
attractive female for no strings fun times. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 299904 


ADVENTUROUS 35yr old, slim, dark hair, 
likes music, cycling and photography, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 0 
TALL attractive male, 55, would like to meet 
older mature women 60 to 75 for close 
discreet fun. You only live once. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4347071 

I am an easygoing guy looking for a female 
55-66 for a meaningful relationship. I am very 
sincere and honest. Text only to Mailbox 
no:5326234 


TOM young 59 attractive male, decent 
looking, fit, slimmish, good company & fun 
loving with many interests, seeking similar 
male. Text only to Mailbox no: 4926340 


Women seeking Women 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


FEMALE 50’s, 5ft 5ins, blonde hair, blue 
eyes, slim, seeks gent with GSOH, loving, 
caring and understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415871 
BLUE eyed female, blonde hair, slim, GSOH, 
loving, caring, understanding, seeking similar 
male, 55-55. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416989 0 

ATTRACTIVE professional lady, widow, 50's, 
likes walks, sight seeing, theatre, meals out, 
seeks genuine, professional gent, 5ft 9ins 
plus to make life more enjoyable. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 418615 


JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, outgoing, 
friendly, WLTM passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418609 0 

SENSUAL tactile, attractive female, long 
blonde hair, blue eyes, loves travel, 
wining/dining, WLTM genuine male for 
mutual companionship. Looks unimportant. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418587 0 
BROKEN hearted lady 39 seeks loving male 
to mend heart age 39/40. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 


ATTRACTIVE male, late 40's, seeks 
attractive female for fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 311713 


MALE, 70, retired from NHS, seeking a lady 

for friendship and companionship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 4201471 


TALL, dark, attractive guy 50, seeks 
attractive, tactile female for fun, excitement 
and lots of attention. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 314219 

COLIN, five foot eight, blue eyes, bundle of 
fun to be around, likes growing fuchsias for 
showing, vintage tractor for showing, 
weekends away, going out and staying in 
WLTM a lady for friendship/LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420089 0 


VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, GSOH, six 

foot tall, nice build, n/s, genuine, tactile, fit 
and sporty, looking for a women for nights in 
and out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420135 0 

MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied 
interests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for 
friendship or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283 0 


ATTRACTIVE full figure bi lady 58 seeks 
female of similar age for fun times. Cotswold 
area. Text only to Mailbox No: 4636475 
36YR attractive black curvy female seeking 
boyish female local for relationship. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4483526 
FEMME Lesbian, blue eyes, brown hair, 
looking for femme. Age not important. Text 
only to Mailbox No: 4847797 

Friends 

LUKE 60's, seeking young Asian friend, 20- 
30's to socialise with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414841 0 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP 
to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are 
moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have 
not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service 
provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and 
from our pdc app. w/c 28/12/15 

















































































































































Jackett: We 
are all on 
the same 
wavelength 

WOLVES are lining up their Janu¬ 
ary sales with boss Kenny Jackett 
insisting both he and the board are 
on the same page. 

With Jackett calling for expe¬ 
rienced players to help his young 
side in recent days, there appears 
to have been a change in tack from 
the ‘young and hungry’ signings 
model seen earlier this year. Ei¬ 
ther way, Wolves hope to add to 
their squad in the new year. 

Polish winger Michal Zyro com¬ 
pleted a £350,000 move from Legia 
Warsaw on Christmas Eve. 

And defender Mike Williamson 
could be in line for a return to the 
club, with Newcastle United will¬ 
ing to offload the 32-year-old for a 
nominal fee. 

Jackett refused to reveal which 
positions he is targeting new sign¬ 
ings in, but said: “The board of di¬ 
rectors want success as well. Yes, 
definitely, they do recognise it. 

“Plans are in place to do some¬ 
thing if possible. 

“There is no doubt we’re on 
the same page and want the same 
thing, which is success.” 

Jackett, who insists no club have 
yet made an inquiry or a bid for 
Benik Afobe said experience was 
needed to complement his young 
players. 

“We have a lot of very good 
prospects at the club but obviously 
there’s always a balance needed,” 
he said. 

“If those young players are okay 
on their own and they can keep 
coming through from our under-21 
system, that’s fine, but if at some 
stage you need to add experience to 
pull that together, that assessment 
needs to be made, and that’s where 
I feel we are now.” 


Success for 
club’s quartet 
of swimmers 

FOUR Halesowen Swimming Club 
members travelled to the 10-lane 
Ponds Forge pool in Sheffield for the 
ASA National Winter meet. 

The tough qualifying times meant 
that only the best in the country 
were able to attend. 

Richard Spoor, aged 23, achieved 
gold in the 100m breaststroke and 
two silvers - at 50m and 200m. 

Josh Bradley, 22, was superb in 
the 100m Individual Medley final 
coming eighth overall. He achieved 
a time of 57.11 seconds, beating his 
earlier heat time, which was a West 
Midlands Regional all time record. 

Hannah Taleb, 18, swam in three 
finals and obtained seventh place 
in the 200m breaststroke, ninth in 
the 100m breaststroke and 10th in 
the 100m Individual Medley. Sev¬ 
enteen-year-old Chloe Finch came 
eighth in the 400m freestyle. 


Things turn ugly as Wolves find win 


Wolves 1 Reading 0 

IN football terms this was consequentialism in its 
purest form. 

For half the game Wolves aspired to nothing more 
adventurous than sitting in their own third of the 
field and defending their fragile 1-0 lead. 

Aesthetically, this was the equivalent of a rhino 
dancing the waltz. It was ugly, it was desperate, it 
was graceless. 

But it was also necessary. And when all was said 
and done, Wolves won, ending their Molineux hoo¬ 
doo in the process thanks to James Henry’s 18th 
minute header. 

Given the turmoil of the past two weeks, the 


ends surely justify the means? Wolves did get lucky 
though. Somehow, in what was an open and en¬ 
tertaining first half, Wolves’ clean sheet remained 
intact, owing to a combination of some last-ditch 
blocks and Reading’s profligacy. 

Referee Simon Hooper also did them a favour by 
missing Dominic Iorfa’s handball in the box. 

Lead 

But, on the flip side, Hooper also denied Wolves a 
spot-kick when Benik Afobe was brought down by 
Stephen Quinn in the penalty area. 

Afobe also hit a post and Danny Batth went close 
in an even first half. 


It was after the break, though, when the tactics 
took on a crude approach. Wolves had taken the lead 
in their previous four matches and won only one of 
those. 

So on recent form it’s a safe bet to suggest that if 
the Royals had levelled things up, they would have 
gone on to win the game. 

All of which resulted in what resembled an attack 
versus defence training exercise. 

Reading plundered 24 shots to Wolves’ six. With 
just three of those on target, Carl Ikeme was largely 
untroubled, although that didn’t stop him almost 
conceding through a horrible blunder when the ball 
slipped through his fingers. 


Howe remembered 
as one of best ever 



A FRIENDLY face off the pitch yet al¬ 
ways deadly serious on it, Don Howe’s 
personality gave Albion team-mates 
enough hints as to his likely future. 

It wasn’t just the dedication to his own posi¬ 
tion, or the fact that he, along with the likes of 
Jimmy Armfield and George Cohen, helped rede¬ 
fine what it meant to be a right-back. 

Instead, it was the way he could analyse every¬ 
one else’s role, giving suggestions on how they 
could improve. 

Paying tribute after Howe’s death at the age of 
80, FA Cup winning skipper Graham Williams, 
who played on the opposite side of the pitch at 
left-back, said: “He was always talking about the 
game, coming up with ideas, things like that. 

“He would sit me down and talk about the play¬ 
ers I was going to be coming up against, how best 
to play them, what I could do. He would come up 
with things which would really amaze you.” 

Wolverhampton-born Howe’s playing career 
was impressive enough, with more than 450 ap¬ 
pearances for both Albion and then Arsenal, with 
23 England caps. 

Mentor 

But it is in coaching where he left a lasting 
legacy and why so many of the poignant tributes 
contained words like ‘visionary’ - and why one 
of the most touching was delivered by current 
England boss and former Albion head coach Roy 
Hodgson. 

Howe remained an inspiration to Hodgson, 
who described him as a “friend, coach and men¬ 
tor”. 

“I found myself privileged to say he befriended 
me and I think it is a great loss and I am very 
sad,” the England boss said. 

“He was absolutely one of the very best coaches 
I have ever come across in my life and, certainly 
in my opinion, one of the very best coaches Eng¬ 
land ever had. 

“He had a fantastic ability to convince you, to 
persuade you to think carefully about that game 
and take on a lot of the things he was putting 
forward. 

“Now, with Don passing along with Bobby 
(Robson) and Dave (Sexton) in recent years, for 
me the trio of people that have had such a big 
effect on my coaching life have now all left us and 
I won’t be able to enjoy their company and learn 


from them any more. He had a fantastic influence on 
so many players and an awful lot of coaches.” 

“He was ahead of his time. He wasn’t just a great 
coach, he was a great human being.” 

In addition to his time with Albion, Howe was in¬ 
volved with Arsenal for five decades, joining as a player 
in 1964 and going on to be coach, assistant manager, 
caretaker manager and eventually manager in 1984. 

Although he failed to make an impact as West Brom 
manager, in 2004 he was named as one their 16 great¬ 
est players as part of their 125th anniversary celebra¬ 
tions. He also coached Leeds and managed Turkish 
giants Galatasaray. 

He was a key figure in the England backroom coach¬ 
ing teams of Ron Greenwood, Robson and Venables 


and even in his later years was involved with the Foot¬ 
ball Association of Ireland. 

And, he was part of one of the FA Cup’s greatest 
ever upsets. In 1988, Wimbledon beat Liverpool to lift 
the trophy at a sunny Wembley. Howe was Dons boss 
Bobby Gould’s sidekick. 

Wolves legend Steve Bull has told of his sadness at 
Howe’s death. 

Bull, who was capped 13 times for England, played 
under Howe and boss Sir Bobby Robson as England 
reached the semi-finals in Italia 90. 

He said: “I knew Don first-hand from our time with 
England, I had the pleasure of playing under him in 
the World Cup. He was brilliant. An absolute gentle¬ 
man. Don will be very, very sadly missed.” 


Royal seal 
for Wolves 
second win 
on the trot 

Charlton 0 Wolves 2 

WELL who, apart from the Queen, 
saw this coming? 

Her Majesty certainly did. On 
Christmas Day at 3pm she ap¬ 
peared to pledge her allegiance to 
the Wolves cause in her Christmas 
speech, referencing the club’s fa¬ 
mous motto by declaring to the 
nation that ‘darkness has not 
overcome light’. 

Lo and behold, 74 hours later, 
Wolves have two sorely-needed 
victories in the bag - and two clean 
sheets for good measure. 

Coincidence? Maybe. But for 
Wolves and Kenny Jackett light 
has temporarily overcome dark¬ 
ness, and their season may have 
been saved as a result. 

There has most definitely been 
light in recent weeks in the form 
of Jordan Graham, whose form 
would get the royal seal of ap¬ 
proval. 

Here he netted his first senior 
goal to give Wolves the lead - the 
sixth game in a row they’ve scored 
first - shortly after half time. 

And then seven minutes from 
time came Graham’s sixth assist 
in just his eighth Wolves appear¬ 
ance, a corner which was put past 
his own keeper by Harry Lennon, 
under pressure from Danny Batth. 

This was by no means a one- 
man show, though. 

As against Reading, Wolves 
defended for their lives, but here 
they did so with far more organi¬ 
sation and composure. 

They also broke in numbers at 
every opportunity, particularly 
the breathless Conor Coady who 
excelled in a box-to-box role and 
covered a tremendous amount of 
ground, and were good value for 
their win. 
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Tividale fail 
to threaten 
and fall short 

Romulus 2 Tividale 0 

TIVIDALE never did enough to 
threaten the home side in this Evo- 
Stik Division One South game. 

After a dour first half, the dead¬ 
lock was broken on 64 minutes when 
Romulus striker Joel Grandison was 
presented with a chance five yards 
outside the area and he rounded a 
stranded Tom Turner in goal to slot 
it into an empty net. 

On 72 minutes the home side dou¬ 
bled their lead in rather fortuitous 
fashion when Louis Ezewele’s low 
cross into the box came off Tividale 
skipper Jason Chilton’s ankle and 
a completely wrong-footed Turner 
could only watch the ball roll into 
his net. 

Monday’s scheduled game at 
home to Market Drayton Town was 
called off. 


Final whistle 



If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 
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Stour in new 
year return to 
rugby pitch 

STOURBRIDGE return to rugby action 
this weekend, travelling to Wakefield to 
meet Sandal on Saturday. 

They embarked on the winter break by 
getting back to winning ways, retaining 
their place in the top three of National 
League Two North. 

Storbridge bounced back from a three- 
point defeat at Sale in their previous 
encounter to beat second from bottom 
Luctonians 27-18 at home in their last 
match before Christmas. 

Old Halesonians have an extended 
break and must wait a further week 
before they return to action. Their next 
game is on January 9, when they make 
the trip to Old Northamptonians, who 
are currently sitting in 12th position. 

They entered the break with their 
fourth consecutive win in National 
League Three Midlands, overcoming 
torrential conditions as well as rivals 
Syston. 

Luke Smith scored the all-important 
bonus try in the 22-8 victory. 

Hales are currently holding on to sec¬ 
ond place on the table, 10 points adrift 
of leaders Hinckley, who have carried all 
before them so far this season and are 
currently unbeaten. 

Dudley Kingswinford are also back in 
action on January 9 when they make the 
short trip to Walsall. 

Before Christmas DK celebrated their 
third consecutive win as they welcomed 
fourth-placed Stratford-upon-Avon and 
ran out 60-12 winners. 

The victory sees them eighth in the 
table, but such is the congestion above 
them that DK are only eight points be¬ 
hind leaders Burton. 

In Midlands Two West (North), Stour¬ 
bridge Lions host Kidderminster Caro- 
lians on January 9. Lions went into the 
festive break on the back of a 60-5 crush¬ 
ing of Handsworth. 

Boss wants the 
Heathens back 
on track in 2016 

CRADLEY HEATHENS co-boss Gary 
Patchett says he is determined to get his 
side back to winning ways in 2016. 

The Heathens endured a tough cam¬ 
paign last season which saw them miss 
out on lifting any major silverware in the 
third tier. 

But Patchett admits he couldn’t be 
happier with how team building has 
gone ahead of next year and is confident 
his team will be strong contenders once 
again. 

Patchett: said “We’ve got an attractive 
looking team and part of the interest is 
that we’ve got one or two unknowns in 
our side. 

“I think we’ve got a team that will cer¬ 
tainly get better and better as the season 
goes on. 

“We’re happy with the balance of the 
side and we’re certainly on the warpath 
to get some silverware back next year.” 
he added. 

“I don’t see any reason why our lads 
can’t run any other team close in any 
competition.” 


Tributes to Honved hero Roy, 86 



Legend Swinbourne 


LEGENDARY Wolves centre forward 
Roy Swinbourne, who fired the team 
to their most famous victory and first 
league title, has died aged 86. 

The striker’s goals led Wolves to their 
first title in the 1953/54 season and pro¬ 
vided the catalyst for their famous vic¬ 
tory over Hungarian side Honved. 

In his career, he made 230 appear¬ 
ances for the club, scoring 114 goals, be¬ 
tween 1945 and 1957 and was inducted 
into the Wolves’ Hall of Fame in 2011. 

Former players and family members 
have paid tribute to the Yorkshire-born 


footballer, who retired following a knee 
injury in 1957 and passed away at a 
nursing home in Kidderminster follow¬ 
ing a long battle with vascular dementia. 

Ron Flowers, who played with Roy 
during the club’s most successful era, 
said: “Roy grew up just a village down 
from me and we both came through the 
Wath Wanderers set-up. 

“He was a true gentleman, a perfect 
bloke and a really good influence to peo¬ 
ple around him.” 

After being forced to retire from the 
game in 1957 due to a knee injury, Roy 


worked as a rep for Wolverhampton tyre 
giant Goodyear, before starting his own 
successful Midlands-based tyre business. 

His wife of 62 years, Betty, 83, added: 
“I am probably even prouder of Roy for 
making such a success of his life after 
being forced to retire from the game 
than I am of his achievements in sport. 
He was in a bad way when he had to stop 
playing - to pick himself up and do so 
well showed great strength.” 

Wolves’ chief executive Jez Moxey de¬ 
scribed the former number nine as ‘one 
of the club’s most iconic footballers’. 


JUSTIN TIME TO 
FIND WINNER 


Rushall Olympic 1 Stourbridge 2 

STOURBRIDGE came from be¬ 
hind to take the three points 
and condemn the Pics to a 
third straight league defeat. 

The game was backed by a bumper crowd of 
369 following the Glassboys’ supporters’ coach 
offer to Dales Lane. 

The home side took the lead in the sixth min¬ 
ute as former Stourbridge player Luke Benbow 
sent in a low cross for Malachi Lavelle-Moore to 
turn in his second goal in three games. 

Justin Richards shot wide for the visitors be¬ 
fore Jake Heath and Kris Taylor both sent efforts 
off target for Rushall. 

Stourbridge were level on 24 minutes after 
great work from Karl Hawley allowed Brian 
Smikle to tap into an empty net from close range. 

The hosts almost got back in front as Dan 
Scarr forced a save from his own keeper Charlie 
Price and then Michael Townsend’s header from 
the resultant corner was cleared off the line by 
Smikle. 

Stourbridge made it 2-1 on 64 minutes when 
Richards blasted in from 10 yards despite appeals 
for offside from the home side. 

Leon Broadhurst almost put Stourbridge two 
goals to the good when he volleyed towards goal 
from 25 yards, but his shot drifted just wide of 
the post. 

Halesowen Town 2 Sutton Coldfield Town 2 

ON-LOAN Shrewsbury Town striker Kaiman 
Anderson struck a brace as Halesowen twice 
came from behind to rescue a point. 

Sutton took just four minutes to take the lead 
when Ryan Edmunds smacked a half-volley home 
off the far post after being set up by former Hale¬ 
sowen midfielder Aaron Forde. 

Yeltz boss John Hill made a double substi¬ 
tution at the interval and the change paid off 
within seconds of the restart when a mistake in 
Sutton’s central defence let in Anderson to slot 
an equaliser past James Wren. 

Veteran Sutton substitute and former Hale¬ 
sowen striker Iyseden Christie marked his return 
to the Grove by restoring Sutton’s lead with a 
69th-minute header after Forde played a delight¬ 
ful reverse pass for Goddard to cross. 

Jean-Michel Gueyes crossed for Anderson to 
head home his second goal of the game to make 
it 2-2 in the 89th minute. 


Broadhurst derby day hero 


Stourbridge 3 Halesowen Town 2 

STOURBRIDGE snatched a heart-breaking 
late Boxing Day derby victory in front of 1,813 
fans at the War Memorial Ground. 

Sub Leon Broadhurst notched the winner 
after Mike Turner and Kaiman Anderson had 
twice given Halesowen the lead by scoring on 
their full debuts. 

Referee Neil Radford was forced to make a 
key decision early on as Stourbridge goalkeeper 
Lewis Solly charged well out of his penalty area 
to handle above his head in the fourth minute 
after Anderson lobbed the home defence and 
looked set for a free run on goal. But Solly es¬ 
caped with just a yellow card and Stourbridge 
survived to scramble clear after the resulting 
free-kick from Aaron Griffiths struck the base 
of the post. 

The early drama continued as Halesowen 
capitalised on Stourbridge’s shaky start by 
taking a seventh minute lead. Solly could only 
parry a shot from Danny Bragoli and the re¬ 
bound fell for Turner to touch the opening goal 
into an empty net from within the six-yard box. 

Poke 

The Glassboys regained their composure to 
equalise after 12 minutes when Sean Geddes 
marked his Amblecote return by crossing from 
the left for Karl Hawley to hold off the Yeltz 
defence and turn in the area to poke home. 

Ben Billingham fired over the Yeltz bar fol¬ 
lowing a neat passing move in the 16th minute 
and Halesowen goalkeeper Shaun Rowley made 
a good 18th minute block after Hawley turned 
again in the area from Kris Green’s throw-in. 

At the start of the second half Billingham 
fired just wide for the Glassboys. 

But the Yeltz soon regained a 51st minute 
lead against a suspect home defence when An¬ 
derson robbed Junior Smikle on the edge of the 
area and wriggled past several defenders with¬ 
out a meaningful challenge to find space to fire 
past Solly. 

The visitors then conceded a right-wing free- 
kick and although Billingham’s delivery was 



Leon Broadhurst came off the bench to 
notch the winner for Stourbridge 

headed on and cleared off the line, substitute 
Leon Broadhurst was on hand to poke home the 
vital 85th minute winner. 

Solly clutched Denny’s 87th minute free- 
kick and there was further late drama when 
Solly’s legs buckled under no challenge and 
the goalkeeper initially seemed destined to be 
stretchered off, with all three Stour substitutes 
already used. But Solly soldiered on and Stour¬ 
bridge survived six minutes of stoppage time to 
claim all three points after Halesowen sent on 
substitute Joe Hull up front. 


DK runners 
blow away 
the cobwebs 

ATHLETES from Dudley Kingswinford 
Running Club took advantage of the op¬ 
portunity to blow away the Christmas 
cobwebs by pinning a number to the 
vest and racing last weekend. 

Only 48 hours after carving the festive 
turkey they were pounding the tarmac 
again, shedding calories and chasing per¬ 
sonal bests. 

The race, the Wheaton Aston 10k, is a 
standing Christmas dish. A well organ¬ 
ised road race around the Staffordshire 
village hosted by Newport and District 
Running Club and run on a relatively 
flat course, along country lanes where 
there is always the possibility of a fast 
time provided you haven’t overdone the 
Christmas excesses. With more than 
500 runners toeing the line there were 
plenty hoping to burn off a mince pie or 
two and clock a quick time before the 
year end. 

Fastest off all was Chris Perrin of 
Cannock & Stafford AC who claimed 
victory in 33.29, Laura Whittle was 
first lady and second overall, the Royal 
Sutton Coldfield AC athlete recording a 
time of 33.57 and former Kinver old boy, 
Peter Lighting, made the trip from Kent 
worthwhile to take third place in 34.10. 

Of the blue hoops in attendance DK’s 
Ben Foster finished just outside the po¬ 
dium places claiming foutth position in 
34.42, Dave Norman was 39th in 39.03, 
Daren Thompson finished in 40.57 to 
take 58th place, Gary Bonner was 97th 
in 43.05, Andy Litchfield was 134th 
in 45.10, John Andrews was 163rd in 
46.35, Rory Campbell finished in 48.16 
in 185th, Liz Hettle was 192nd in 
48.40Dave Garbutt was 196th in 49.07, 
Natalie Litchfield was 342nd in 56.46, 
Sam Hemming was 364th in 58.10, Meg 
Down 367th in 58.19, Gina Collins 396th 
in 58.25, Sarah Collison 379th in 58.50, 
Jane Campbell 381st in 58.46. 

Glassboys reduce 
admission prices 

STOURBRIDGE FC have reduced ad¬ 
mission prices for their annual Commu¬ 
nity Day match this weekend. 

The Glassboys take on Ramsbottom 
United at the War Memorial Athletic 
Ground in the Evo-stik League Premier 
Division on Saturday. 

As a thank you for the support the 
club has received so far this season, 
particularly during their memorable 
FA Cup run, adult admission will be £5, 
while entry for senior citizens and jun¬ 
iors aged 16-18 years of age will be £3. 

Under 16s will be admitted free of 
charge when accompanied by an adult. 
Kick off is at 3pm. 
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QUALITY INSTALLATIONS ALL 
YEAR ROUND FROM... 


Allwyn 



windows I doors I conservatories I facia & soffits 



Allwyn windows, based in Kingswinford, Dudley, manufacturers and installs double glazed 
PVCU windows, doors and conservatories. We boast in-depth experience in the windows, 
doors and conservatory industry and have carried out hundreds of projects over the years. 
Clients have included both domestic and commercial customers, all of which look for quality 
and value for money. 

Allwyn windows range of double glazed UPVC windows, doors and conservatories are all 
manufactured in our workshop to a high specification. All our materials and components are, 
where possible, British or European made, ensuring you get the best possible finish. 




Unit 2, Stallings Lane, Kingswinford, DY6 7HU T: 01384 291662 F: 01384 292288 M: 07956 230613 www.allwyn-windows.co.uk 



























